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Excellencies,

Madame Deputy High-Commissioner,
Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen,


I am honoured to be re-elected as Chair-Rapporteur of this Working Group and I thank you for your trust and confidence. I assure you that I will make every effort to contribute to the success of this Working Group in fulfilling its challenging mandate. 
Madame Deputy High-Commissioner, 
Allow me to express my appreciation to you and the High-Commissioner for your support to this Working Group and for all his efforts to promote and ensure respect of the right to development. 

Dear colleagues, 

A lot has happened since our last session. 
The Human Rights Council created a new mechanism, a Special Rapporteur on the Right to Development and endorsed on 24 March the appointment of H.E. Ambassador Saad Alfarargi of Egypt, whom I have as personal friend.
As you know, the mandate of the Special Rapporteur includes contributing to the work of the Working Group with a view to supporting the accomplishment of its overall mandate, taking into account, inter alia, the deliberations and recommendations of the Working Group, while avoiding any duplication. It will be important for us to determine the modalities how best to co-operate with the Special Rapporteur. While we had hoped that Ambassador Alfarargi would be already able to participate in this session, this was unfortunately not possible as the Rapporteur will assume his mandate only on 1st of May. 

The commemoration of the thirtieth anniversary has contributed to increasing awareness of the right to development and created momentum for the further promotion and realization of this right. We have to build on this momentum to advance the promotion and protection of the right to development at this critical time. 
Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals is in its second year and the 2017 meeting of the high-level political forum on sustainable development, convened under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, will be held from Monday, 10 July, to Wednesday, 19 July 2017, including a three-day ministerial meeting of the forum from Monday, 17 July, to Wednesday, 19 July 2017. 

As you know, the theme will be "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world". 

 Most importantly, the Sustainable Development Goals must be implemented in a way which is in conformity with the right to development and other human rights. 
It will be important to maximize the impact of all these processes for development and to ensure complementarity, cooperation and coordination among the various mechanisms and processes. 
The United Nations Statistical Commission at its 48th session in March 2017 agreed upon a global indicator framework for the Sustainable Development Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. As you know the indicator framework forms the basis of the annual progress reports towards the achievement of the sustainable development goals by the Secretary-General. 
A few data from the first progress report suffice to remind us of the critical importance of our tasks at hand. 

16 per cent of all employed youth aged 15 to 24 were considered working poor in 2015. 
18,000 children die each day from poverty-related causes. 

Only 28 per cent of employed women are effectively protected through contributory and non-contributory maternity cash benefits. 
More than 790 million people worldwide lack regular access to adequate amounts of dietary energy. 

Nearly 1 in 4 children under the age of 5, an estimated total of 159 million children, had stunted growth in 2014. 

59 million children of primary-school age were out of school in 2013. 
21 per cent of girls and women aged between 15 and 49 experienced physical and/or sexual violence in the previous 24 months.
At least 200 million girls and women have been subjected to female genital mutilation. 

2.4 billion people lacked adequate sanitation in 2015 with some 950 million people without any facilities at all. 

At least 1.8 billion people were exposed to drinking water sources contaminated with faecal matter in 2012. 
While significant progress has been made in the implementation of the MDGs, these numbers alone remind us of the critical importance of the right to development and of the need to move as expeditiously as possible towards the early fulfilment of the SDGs. 

It is time to remind ourselves of our collective responsibility to deliver on the promise of a better life for millions of people all over the world who lack access to basic goods and services and whose most basic needs are not met. The right to development is aimed at addressing human needs and is an integral part of all human rights. It must therefore be addressed as a right that is critical to the attainment of all human rights – civil and political rights, as well as economic, social and cultural rights. We must keep moving forward with a constructive spirit and with a focus on common ground.
I thank you.
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