Pakistan’s Comments on the Draft Convention on the Right to Development

1) The preamble of the declaration may start while reaffirming the principles of the UN Charter. Although we have seen elements related to UN Charter in later part of preamble but it would be appropriate to contextualize the Convention by referring to UN Charter at the beginning of the preamble in line with practice followed in ICCPR and ICESCR. We may also utilize the same text which is common in both covenants. 
2) Preamble Para 3

Add “foreign occupation” in obstacles to the realization of the right to development.

3) Add para 3 in Part-III Article 8 (Based on declaration on the right to development) – in relation to obligations of states, it would be important to refer to cooperation of states in ensuring development as indicated 
States Parties shall co-operate with each other in ensuring development and eliminating obstacles to development. States should realize their rights and fulfil their duties in such a manner as to promote a new international economic order based on sovereign equality, interdependence, mutual interest and co-operation among all States, as well as to encourage the observance and realization of human rights.

4) Add in article 12 Para 3 (Based on Declaration on the Right to Development)
States should undertake, at the national level, all necessary measures for the realization of the right to development and shall ensure, inter alia, equality of opportunity for all in their access to basic resources, education, health services, food, housing, employment and the fair distribution of income. Effective measures should be undertaken to ensure that women have an active role in the development process. Appropriate economic and social reforms should be carried out with a view to eradicating all social injustices.
Add in article 12 Para 4 (Based on Addis Ababa Action Agenda)
States Parties shall adhere to the obligations under international agreements including Addis Ababa Action Agenda to support common endeavor to realize the right to development and achieve the 2030 Agenda.
5) Add para 4 (g) in Article 13 (climate change, natural disasters)
Underlining the need for actions and international cooperation to address the economic, social and environmental impacts of climate change, and to build resilience to reduce the impacts and costs of natural disasters while recognizing that all countries, particularly developing countriesare vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change and are already experiencing an increase in such impacts, including persistent drought and extreme weather events. 
Also highlighting the importance for all countries of averting, minimizing and addressing loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate. change(Based on UNGA resolution on Protection of global climate for present and future generations of humankind: 74/219).
6) Add para 4 (h) in Article 13 (Illicit financial flows)
Promoting greater financial integrity and transparency to curb illicit financial flows and devise a mechanism for inclusive and legitimate global coordination to address exploitation of resources which exacerbate inequalities and instability by orchestrating a vast wealth transfer from the poorest to the richest and thus undermining the realization of human rights especially the right to development (FCTI panel report).
7) Add para 4 (I) in Article 13 (Debt sustainability and development)
Ensuring debt sustainability for underpinning growth and to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals while acknowledging that debt crises arecostly, disruptive, and tend to be followed by cuts in public spending, undermining the realization of the right to development includingaccess to healthcare and education, affecting the poor and vulnerable in particular (based on UNGA resolution 75/205).
8) Add new para in article 22

Highlighting the significance of international cooperation and collective responsibility in achieving SDGs.
9) Questions related to Conference of State Parties and implementation mechanism as indicated in articles 24 and 26
Intellectual property

Avoid taking measures that would undermine the realization of the right to development and other human rights due to politically motivated export control regimes and intellectual property clauses.

