Joint Statement

Chair-Rapporteur,

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the Like-Minded Group. We cordially congratulate you on your election as the Chair-Rapporteur of the 21st session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Right to Development.

As this year marks the 35th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Right to Development of the United Nations, it is significant that the Working Group convenes a session at this important juncture and starts negotiations on a legally- binding instrument on the right to development. We call on all parties to participate in the negotiations in a constructive manner, and contribute to the early agreement of a legally-binding instrument.

The right to development is an inalienable part of fundamental human rights. The ongoing spread of the Covid-19 pandemic has laid bare the inequalities between and within countries, and exposed the serious long-term under-investment by multilateral human rights mechanisms in the right to development. We regret that some countries refuse to recognize the right to development, and call on all parties to step up investment in operationalizing the right to development, enhance international cooperation on the right to development, in order to implement the right to development across the globe with concrete actions.

We welcome the role played by the Human Rights Council Intergovernmental Working Group on the Right to Development, the Expert Mechanism on the right to development, and the Special Rapporteur on the right to development. We appreciate their efforts and stand ready to keep engaging with them through constructive exchanges and cooperation. We call on the HRC, the OHCHR and other UN human rights mechanisms to attach further importance to the right to development, increase input in staff and resources and facilitate the mainstreaming of the right to development in the OHCHR and the entire UN system.

Thank you, Chair-Rapporteur.

Cosponsors (26):

Bangladesh

Burundi

Belarus

Bolivia

Cambodia

China

Cuba

DPRK

Egypt

Ethiopia

India

Indonesia

Iran

Lao PDR

Malaysia

Myanmar

Nicaragua

Pakistan

Philippines

Saudi Arabia

South Africa

South Sudan

Sri Lanka

Syria

Venezuela

Zimbabwe

