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	Call for comments and textual suggestions: Draft Convention on the Right to Development
At the request of the Human Rights Council (res. 39/9), the Chair of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Right to Development submitted a draft convention on the right to development, including commentaries, to the 21st session of the Working Group. 

In the above context and with the view to facilitating the negotiations of the draft convention, the OHCHR kindly invites all United Nations Member and Observer States, specialized agencies and other intergovernmental organizations with observer status, national human rights institutions with "A status" and NGOs with ECOSOC consultative status to submit comments and textual suggestions on the draft convention.  
Please send your submission no later than Friday, 20 August 2021, to r2d@ohchr.org, in English and in MS Word or compatible format. All submissions will be made available on the webpage of the Working Group. Please note that the Secretariat does not have the capacity to translate submissions received in other languages or to process submissions received in other formats. 
******
For an unofficial translation into another language you may try: http://translate.google.com/


	


Comment
The path towards the achievement of the right to Development and Sustainable Development Goals is still in progress and, lately, has been deeply shaken by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The success of the SDGs depends on how governments and the United Nations are able to drive the process, benefitting social instances from and to the People and eliminating major obstacles to the right to development, including poverty, inequalities, climate change and exploitation.
The following comment sums up the results of the Infopoverty World Conference, organized by OCCAM, the Observatory on Digital Communication in Special Consultative Status with the UN Economic and Social Council, held since 2001 at the UN Headquarters. The Conference focuses on the fight against poverty through Information and Communication Technologies and Digital Solutions. The Final Declaration of the latest edition, dedicated to the theme “Towards the Digital Society inspired by SDGs”, highlights how new technologies are essential for the realization of the Sustainable Developments Goals. In particular, new technologies together with existing digital platforms could help in the affirmation, diffusion, and dissemination of the importance of the right to development. As such, digital innovations are a guiding light for all those searching for stability, connection, and recognition. 

The same technologies could allow for the enormous amount of accumulated knowledge and skills to be shared among the Civil Society to elevate the standard of life, promoting the instances of women and young people, preserving the planet, giving a strong great push impulsion to environmental and social justice issues, including the right to development. 

There is a great challenge in front of us: to overcome the social, energetic, economic, housing and food security gaps through the implementation of digital solutions capable of providing basic forms of e-welfare to all and turning the theoretical right to a sustainable development into a concrete one. 
This comment holds the encouragement in the use of new technologies applied to the sectors of telemedicine, food security, e-governance and e-learning as crucial to have the appropriate catalyst for rapid, equitable, sustainable and inexpensive development.
Only a strong and synergetic convergence between actors and means could build a fairer and more inclusive Digital Society.
