[bookmark: _GoBack][image: _unlogo] 

 
     
             

A meeting about people with disabilities and their families         and what needs to happen



                     

United Nations General Assembly – Human Rights Council
  United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 














[image: ]  










[image: ]
2

12

 
Who are we?
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We are called the                                             Office of the High Commissioner                      for Human Rights.


We are part of the United Nations (UN).


[image: ]

[image: ]
The United Nations is a group of countries          that work to make the world a better            and safer place.
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Our job is to make sure that
everyone in the world is treated fairly            and gets their human rights.
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Human rights are rights that everyone has,                                   like the right to work, go to school                 and be healthy.

 
What is this report about?
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We held a meeting about families                       of people with disabilities and how they can help people with disabilities get their rights. 

 
This report tells you about the meeting.




[image: ]At the meeting people talked about:

· how families can help people                     with disabilities get their rights

· some problems families have with this

· some ways for countries to solve            the problems
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A group of people from different countries spoke at the meeting and shared ideas.


Different countries and organizations         also had their say.



 
The main things that people said at the meeting
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Lots of countries have agreed to make sure that people with disabilities get their rights.
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There is a document about the rights               of people with disabilities. 

It is called: 
The UN Convention on the Rights             of Persons with Disabilities.
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Many countries have promised to do                  what this document says.
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This is good. But more needs to be done for people with disabilities and their families.



[image: ]What should happen?


[image: ]People with disabilities should get                   all their rights.


For example, they should be able to:

· be part of the community and have            their say
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· make their own choices
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· be safe from violence 

 



· [image: ]get the money and support they need





· have relationships, families and children                    if they want to
What is happening?
[image: ]

At the moment many people 
with disabilities are not getting their rights.


Things are often worse for women and girls        with disabilities.
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For example, people may stop them           from having relationships or children.               

Or people may be violent to them.
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People with disabilities should be able to live the way they want to.


Their families can support them with this.
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[image: ]Their families can also help stop problems that may be happening.


For example, violence against women       and girls with disabilities.

[image: ]Sometimes families may not do                     the right things for people with disabilities.


For example, they may make decisions            for people with disabilities or stop them from doing things.
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This may be because families do not know the rights of people with disabilities.

Or they may think it is bad to have                  a disability.
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But there can also be problems for families. 

For example, families can find it hard         to get the money and support they need       
for them and the person with disabilities.
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Families can support people 
with disabilities to get their rights.


But families must get the support they need to make this happen.


 
What people with disabilities said
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Some people with disabilities spoke at               the meeting.


[image: ]They said things like:


· It is important for people with disabilities and their families to have a say in what happens to them.
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· People with an intellectual disability            are often treated badly. They may have             no say.



· [image: ]People with disabilities can get                     a lot of support from their families.
.

For example, their families can support them to get a good education.


But families need support and information about human rights first.
 

 
What can be done to help
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Governments should make sure that
people with disabilities get all their rights and can make their own choices.
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This is talked about in the document called
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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This will help people with disabilities:
· live the way they want to
· need less support from their families
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Governments should also:

· Make sure laws and rules give            people with disabilities and their families                 all their rights 

[image: ]Governments should also:


· Make sure people with disabilities            and their families have a say in laws       and rules that affect them
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· Give families information and training        about the rights of people with disabilities.


This will help families support             people with disabilities in the right way
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· Give training like this to judges in courts to help them make good decisions.
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· Help families and other people              think good things about people                 with disabilities. 

At the moment, many people think           bad things about people with disabilities 

Governments should also:
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· Give more support to organizations          run by families of people with disabilities.

This can help families support each other and make sure people with disabilities get their rights 
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· Help people with disabilities have the best life they can. 

For example, by making sure they can have a job and a good education                 in the same schools as other children 
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· Make everything easy for people            with disabilities to use and join in with




[image: ]

· Make sure people with disabilities             can have relationships and children                 if they want to.

Make sure they get the right support           to do this
[image: ]Governments should also:
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· Do more to stop violence against           people with disabilities
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· Make sure people with disabilities             and their families get the support             and money they need.

This means women and girls too.

And people who have to leave               their countries because of war                    and other problems.


[image: ]Other things that can help


Countries can help each other                     know how to support people with disabilities and their families.
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The United Nations can help with this work           as well. 
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