Reply of Portugal

Inquiry of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on “the right of participation of persons with disabilities in decision-making processes”
1. Please provide information on the legislative and policy framework in place in your country related to the status, establishment, resourcing, and functioning of representative organizations of persons with disabilities at the national, regional and local levels.
 Regarding the status, establishment, resourcing, and functioning of representative organizations of persons with disabilities, Portugal possesses a legal framework set in 3 major diplomas:
· Law nº127/99 of 20th of August, which defines the right of participation and intervention of organizations of persons with disabilities;
· Decree-Law nº106/2013 of 30th of August, which defines and regulates the status of these organizations. 
· Administrative rule nº7/2014 of 13th of January, which aims to prove the nature and purposes of these organizations in order to have access to financial support for the overall operation and systematize information on non-governmental organizations of persons with disabilities.

 In what concerns the functioning of these organizations, the Portuguese State supports the activities of national, regional, and local NGO’s. This support can be financial (i.e. general expenses), or for projects aimed at promoting the rights of persons with disabilities (i.e. programs that encourage their inclusion and their fight for a better quality of life).

  

2. Please provide information on existing legislation and policies aimed at ensuring that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, including children with disabilities, are consulted and involved in decision-making processes that directly or indirectly concern them;
 Law nº127/99 of 20th of August, which defines the right of participation and intervention of organizations of persons with disabilities;
The National Institute for Rehabilitation which is the governmental office within the Ministry of Solidarity, Employment and Social Security responsible for policies and promotion of rights of persons with disabilities is the main link to the Portuguese organizations of persons with disabilities. The National Institute for Rehabilitation organizes meetings with these organizations in order to take into account their perspective on specific policies or legislation.

3. Please provide information on any consultative body or mechanism established to consult and engage with representative organizations of persons with disabilities, including information about their composition, criteria for membership (nomination, appointment, election, etc.) and functioning;
 According to the Decree-Law nº106/2013 of 30th of July, organizations of persons with disabilities have the right to intervene in the definition of policies and legislation in the domain of rehabilitation and inclusion of persons with disabilities. Organizations with national scope have specific rights, namely:

 a) Status as social partners in the consultative bodies or consultation with competence in the field of prevention of disability, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities;

b) Representation in the National Council for Solidarity Policy, Volunteer, Family, Rehabilitation and Social Security;

c) Representation in the Economic and Social Council;

d) The right to airtime on radio and television.

 The National Council for Solidarity Policy, Volunteer, Family, Rehabilitation and Social Security is not operational yet. Currently, within the Ministry of Solidarity, Employment and Social Security organizations of persons with disabilities are represented in the Disability Commission, the advisor body of the minister competent for rehabilitation and disability policies.

 4. Please provide information on the efforts undertaken at national, regional and/or local levels to strengthen the capacity of representative organizations of persons with disabilities, in order to facilitate their participation in legislative, policy and other decision-making processes;
The National Institute for Rehabilitation is the main contact point of the Portuguese NGOs representing persons with disabilities. In all decision-making processes it has meetings with the NGOs in order to hear their opinion and perspective on specific policies or legislation. The opinions of those organizations are taken as valuable inputs and are delivered to the member of the Government responsible for those policies and legislations.

5. Please explain whether and how persons with disabilities participate in monitoring the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 33, para. 3), and in the nomination of experts to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (art. 34, para. 3);
The Council of Ministers nº68/2014 of 21st of November defined the monitoring framework of CRPD’s article 33. The Monitoring Mechanism has a total of 10 members, 5 of which representing different areas of disability. This mechanism has representatives of organizations that specialize in blind, intellectual, physical, deaf and organic person’s disabilities. 

 

6. Please identify the main challenges faced by the diversity of persons with disabilities in participating in mainstream and disability-specific decision-making processes at the national, regional and local levels, including challenges faced by persons who experience multiple discrimination (e.g., on the basis of disability, age, gender, ethnic origin, geographical location).
 The National Institute for Rehabilitation which is the governmental office within the Ministry of Solidarity, Employment and Social Security with responsibilities for policies and promotion of rights of persons with disabilities is the main link to the Portuguese organizations of persons with disabilities. In all decision-making processes, legislative and policy definition, the National Institute for Rehabilitation has meetings with these organizations in order to hear their perspective of specific policies or legislation. 
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