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One-day intersessional seminar on the protection of the family 
Theme: The impact of the implementation by States of their obligations under relevant provisions of international human rights law with regard to the protection of the family on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities 
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Concept note 
(as of 20 February 2017)
I. Mandate: 
In its resolution 32/23 on protection of the family: role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities, adopted on 1 July 2016, the Human Rights Council decided to convene, with the support of the High Commissioner, before the thirty-fourth session of the Human Rights Council, a one-day intersessional seminar on the impact of the implementation by States of their obligations under relevant provisions of international human rights law with regard to the protection of the family on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, and to discuss challenges and best practices in this regard. 
II. Background and objectives:  
As prescribed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society, and is entitled to protection by society and the State. It is a strong force for social cohesion and integration, intergenerational solidarity and social development. Furthermore, it plays a crucial role in the preservation of cultural identity, traditions, morals, heritage and the values system of society. 
With regard to persons with disabilities, families have particular roles to play in providing care and support to them in the enjoyment of their human rights, according to their own will and preferences. Families with members with disabilities face specific challenges. For example, due to the lack of community-based services and support, sometimes family members may need to stay at home to support their members with disabilities, which imply less income per household. Certain States do not include in their social protection floors the provision of basic services and goods for persons with disabilities such as inclusive education, inclusive healthcare services, assistive devices and equipment, and others; consequently, sometimes families may have to cover this extra cost. 
While families can be enablers to promote the participation of persons with disabilities, without appropriate guidance and support to families, there may be a risk that they impede this process. In order to avoid these situations, certain enabling rights should be particularly upheld such as the right to equality before the law, the right to live independently and be included in the community, and the rights to be free from torture, or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, as well as, from exploitation, violence and abuse.
Resolution 32/23 on the protection of the family is the third resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on this issue. Linking in with the tenth anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), the focus of the resolution was on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities, with the aim to address both important roles played by families in supporting its members, particularly those with disabilities, and the obligations of States to protect, support and assist families in assuming such roles. 
The report of the High Commissioner entitled “Protection of the family: contribution of the family to the realization of the right to an adequate standard of living for its members, particularly through its role in poverty eradication and achieving sustainable development” (A/HRC/31/37), submitted to the Human Rights Council pursuant to its resolution 29/22, noted the existence of clear international norms affirming  States’ obligations with regard to the family, such as the founding article 16 (3) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and article 10 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which calls upon States to accord the widest possible protection and assistance to families, and articles 16 and 23 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

In terms of the implementation of their obligations, the report called for the States to adopt an approach grounded in international standards and family polices guided by basic human rights principles. Based on submissions by States and other stakeholders the report revealed that implementation by States of their obligation to protect and support families may take many forms, ranging from legal measures to a wide range of social protection policies and programmes, including family-focused policies as well as family-based approaches to general policymaking. 
Within this context, this seminar will aim at:    

· Identifying obligations of States under international human rights law with regard to the support and protection of the family as the fundamental unit of society,

· Discussing appropriate measures that States can take in order to recognize the important roles played by families in caring for and supporting persons with disabilities, and sharing experiences and good practices in this regard,

· Highlighting the roles of the family in achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

· Identifying current challenges that face families to support and care for persons with disabilities and ways to overcome them.

III. Programme of the seminar: 
1st Morning session (10 - 11:30 a.m.): International framework on family and disability
Chair: H.E. Mr. Joaquín Alexander Maza Martelli, President of the Human Rights Council

Opening remarks: H.E. Sheikha Hessa Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani, Former Special Rapporteur on Disability of the United Nations Commission for Social Development
Moderator: Ms. Maha Kamaleldin Elsayed Helali
Themes:
· Obligations of State parties under relevant provisions of international human rights law with regard to the protection, support and assistance to the family in order to enable it fully assume its responsibilities within the community.  
· Panellists: Ms. Catherinne Ivonne Pedreros, CRPD Committee Secretariat; and Mr. Mark Mapemba, Self-advocate representative of Inclusion International.
2nd Morning session (11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m.): Roles of families as caregivers and supporters of persons with disabilities for their enjoyment of human rights
Chair: H.E. Mr. Joaquín Alexander Maza Martelli, President of the Human Rights Council
Moderator: Mr. Edwin Romel Béjar Rojas 
Themes:
· Roles of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of the rights of its members, including in particular persons with disabilities. 
Panellists: Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar (video), Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities; Ms. Sue Swenson, President elect of Inclusion International; and Mr. Sovann Phon, Self-advocate of Komar Pikar Foundation (KPF).
Afternoon session (3 - 5:30 p.m.): Challenges faced by parents and family members to support persons with disabilities and the promotion of cohesive families. 
Chair: H.E. Mr. Amr Ahmed Ramadan, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council
Opening remarks: Ms. Fauzia Haji, Secretary General of Inclusion International
Moderator: Ms. Sue Swenson
Themes:

· Key challenges faced by parents and/or other family members supporting and caring for persons with disabilities, and the ways to overcome them.  
· Promotion of cohesive families as part of an integrated and comprehensive approach to sustainable development.
Panellists: Mr. Edwin Romel Béjar Rojas, Family Judge from Peru; and Ms. Maha Kamaleldin Elsayed Helali, President of the Foundation of the Egyptian Experts and Organizations in support of Inclusive Education Foundation of Egypt (IEF) and Board-member of the National Council of Disability Affairs of Egypt (NCDA).
Concluding remarks: (5:30 - 6 p.m.)
IV. Format:

1. The seminar shall be divided into two meetings, each lasting three hours. The morning meeting will be divided in two sessions. The first morning and the afternoon sessions will begin with opening remarks. 

2. Different themes shall be discussed in each session. The opening remarks and the presentations by the panellists shall be followed by an interactive discussion. Interventions from the floor are encouraged to be through questions and comments directly linked to the presentations of the panellists  

3. At the end of the seminar panellists will make their concluding remarks, followed by final remarks of the moderators of the sessions.
V.  Outcome: 
A summary report of the seminar will be prepared by the OHCHR and submitted to the Human Rights Council at its 35th session. 
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