QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE RIGHTS OF OLDER PERSON WITH DISABILITIES
1. Legislative and Policy framework are
i. Constitution of United Republic of Tanzania (URT) of 1977, Article 12 (1), Article 13 (1, 2 & 4) guarantee equality and non-discrimination of all human beings.
ii. People with Disability Act No. 9/2010,  Section 4 (a-g) and 6 (a-c) guarantee equality and non-discrimination to Older People with Disability  (OPWDs) in all aspects
iii. National ageing Policy of 2003, Section 3.1-3.15
iv. National Health policy of 2007, Section 4.3.1 (i-viii), 5.4 (c) i-vi, 5.4.1 (b) i-viii, 5.4.3 (c) i-iv, 5.4.4 (a & c) i-iv
2. There is no any law that discriminate older person and people with disabilities. The rights of this group  is guaranteed under Article 13 of the Constitution of URT of 1977. 

3. Though no data available, all services to older person and person with disabilities are guided by the government circulars, directives, Policies and Acts of Parliament. Services include affordable health care, home based centers and social protection. Currently, there is no palliative care.
4. Long Term Care Services: 

i. Free medical services. All orderly person who were not employed are given special identity cards to enable them receive free medical services in government hospitals only, through the Improved Community Health Fund-ICHF. This goes hand in hand with every district council setting a budget to guarantee older people’s membership in Community health Fund. Further, the government has introduced a cadre of community based health workers to deal with health issues of older person. Retired older employees receive free medical service and care through National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) in any registered hospital. In all cases there is a special desk in all government hospitals to deal with health issues of older person. 
ii. The home based care services. Here some older people are given free home based service like shelter, food and clothes. The home based services are owned by the state (example: Njolo in Kilimanjaro, Nunge in Dar es Salaam, Sukumahela in Singida region) others are owned by either NGOs or CBOs (example Kolandoto in Shinyanga Region). The home based services are not enough to cater for the number of older people who are 5.6% of the whole population of Tanzania.
iii.  Provision of monthly pensions to retired employees 

The services above are as per National Constitution of 1977 Article 17, 18 and 19 and National Ageing Policy of 2003 and Disability Act No. 9/2010 and they promote autonomy and independence of older person with disabilities. 
5. National Ageing Policy of 2003 provides legal security to older person as a special group. Further, access to justice to Older People with disabilities is accessed: 
i. Through the court system 
ii. Through Paralegals
iii. Through the Police Force

iv. Through the department of Social welfare

v. Through the Ward Councils

vi. Through the Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance
6.  The involvement of OPWDs in Policies related to ageing and disability:

i. National Ageing Policy under Section 3.3 (i-ii) provides the room for involvement of older person in their affairs and the society in general. The challenge to this is the absence of the law to safeguard this right. 
ii. Further, through the establishment of Older People’s Council (OPC) in District Councils in the country. Through the councils, Older People provides opinions and views in matters related to Policies and its implementations.
7. Innovation
i. Establishment of Tanzania Social Action Fund (TASAF) were older person receive services that assist them in getting food, shelter and clothes. According to TASAF, the fund will operate until 2022 in Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar. By June 2017, TASAF has been serving a total number of 5,093,693 people of whom 330,804 (199,119 men and 131,685 are women) are older person.

ii. Provision of “Special seats”  in Dar Rapid Transport (DART) to ensure safe and security transport to OPWDs
iii. Establishment of Special desks at the Ministry of Health, Social Welfare Older people and Children Head Quarter and in all District Councils dealing with issues and challenges facing older people.

iv. Property Tax exemption to older people who own shelters on non-profit bases

v. Present of a “special window” that provides services to older people, and in case there is no such window older people are given “first priority” in getting medical treatment
vi. Implementations of a Slogan called “Older People first”
vii. National older Person Census

viii. Government Circular on the establishment of Older People’s Council country wise

The lesson learnt from such innovations is that the chance for OPWDs to enjoy their rights has been increasingly.
