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Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities – Human Rights council Resolution 16/15

We refer to your letter of June 24 with reference CM/SW/is.
The Atlas Alliance is a Norwegian DPO Umbrella organisation involved in international development programmes in more than 20 developing countries. http://www.atlas-alliansen.no/English 

Our programmes are directly targeting persons with disabilities. The overall aim of our projects and programmes are to promote human rights of persons with disabilities. Our main strategy is to strengthen and support DPOs in developing countries to become efficient and relevant representatives for disabled persons. Thus, our programmes are not “inclusive” or “mainstreamed” as persons with disabilities are the direct beneficiaries of our interventions.  

The Atlas Alliance promotes the rights of disabled persons through organisational development of our local DPO partners in the global South. In 2010, 28 organisations in 18 countries in Africa and Asia received support to develop their organisations. The Atlas Alliance supports organisations in the following countries: Angola, Cambodia, China, Eritrea, Laos, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Nepal, Palestine, South-Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. In addition, four regional organisations in Africa and one in Asia received our support. 
Together these organisations mobilize a large number of people with different types of disabilities in the fight against the exclusion and poverty of their target groups across the two continents. The organisations supported by the Atlas-alliance have certain commonalities. They are all organisations of disabled people and patient groups, which mean that they both consist of and represent the target groups. Secondly, they work to secure the rights of their target groups vis-à-vis responsible Governments on various levels. The DPOs that receive support from us are working hard to sensitize and educate the people in their communities and countries on issues related to their target group with the aim to combat stigma and include their target groups in all aspects of community life. 

Despite these overall commonalities, the organisations supported vary in a number of aspects; geographic coverage and size. Some of the organisations operate at the regional level in Africa and Asia addressing human rights issues e.g. in the African Union. Further the regional disability rights networks are arenas for sharing knowledge and experience in lobby activities towards Governments responsible for granting services and rights according to CRPD. Other DPOs we support operate at national, district or local community level. Some are big organisations with many local branches and a large number of members aiming at addressing human rights within National Government structures, ministries etc. Other partner DPOs receiving our support, are small grassroots organisations with a few, but active members mainly focusing on human rights at local level and in communities. 
In the southern part of Africa, The Atlas Alliance has also supported national, representative Living Conditions Studies to document the living conditions of people with disabilities and to also to compare living conditions with the non-disabled population. The results and findings of the studies are used by the DPOs in African countries to lobby for improvement of living conditions of people with disabilities.

Yours faithfully,

for The Atlas Alliance
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Rikke Bækkevold
General Manager 

	
	


