[image: image1.jpg]ITPEAJCTABHUK YIOBHOBAXEHOTIO
BepxoBHoi Pagu Vkpainu 3 mpaB JOAUHU

By IHCTHTYTCBKE, 21/8 http://www.ombudsman.gov.ua Te.:253-78-23
01008, Kuis, Ykpaina
Ne £ -1030/30-184¢-1¢-06 « 08 » September 2014 p.
[4
Craig Mokhiber

Officer-in-Charge
Development and Economic and Social Issues Branch
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

Dear Mr. Mokhiber,

In response to your letter of June 24, 2011 we are pleased to provide the
following information with regard to the questions on participation of persons with
disabilities in political and public life.

1. Under the current electoral legislation of Ukraine only citizens recognized
incapable by the court do not have the right to vote. In other cases, there are no
restrictions as for the participation of disabled persons in political life, particularly in
the election process, under the legislation of Ukraine.

In December 2004, there was an attempt to restrict the right of citizens to vote
outside the voting premises by the Law of Ukraine No.2221-IV of 8§ December 2004
“On peculiarities of application of the Law of Ukraine “On elections of the President
of Ukraine” in the second round on 26 December 2004”. This right was secured only
for the persons with disabilities of the first category unable to move independently.
Thus, many other persons with disabilities and seriously ill voters, who could not get
to the polling stations on their own, were denied the right to vote.

However, by its ruling No.22-pn of 24 December 2004 in the case of the
constitutional petition of 46 People's Deputies of Ukraine, the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine recognized these legislative provisions as unconstitutional.

The Commissioner insisted on the need for restoration of the right of persons
with disabilities and other voters to participate in voting regardless of their physical
condition in her speech at the hearings of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine.

2, 3. The Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights jointly with the
National Assembly of the Disabled Persons of Ukraine actively contributed to
expediting Ukraine's ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. For this purpose, the Commissioner for Human
Rights made her submission to the President of Ukraine in January 2008.

According to the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No.837 of
12 December 1994, there has been established the Council on persons with
disabilities under the Government of Ukraine. The Council included equal number of
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representatives of national civic organizations of persons with disabilities and
representatives of the central executive authorities.

The main objectives of the Council is to coordinate the actions of executive
authorities in addressing legal, economic and social problems of the disabled; to
make proposals on the development and implementation of state policy on social
protection of persons with disabilities; to identify ways, mechanisms and options for
addressing problems that arise in implementing state policy on social protection of
persons with disabilities; to prepare proposals for improving the regulatory
framework on social protection of persons with disabilities.

4. The Decree of the President of Ukraine No. 599/2011 “On measures for
addressing urgent problems of persons with disabilities” of 19 May 2011, provides,
inter alia, for ensuring the participation of Ukrainian civic organizations of persons
with disabilities and approving before 1 November 2011 the State target program
“National Action Plan on Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities and Development of Rehabilitation System”.

The functions of the independent monitoring of implementation of the
Convention will be carried out by the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for
Human Rights and civic organizations of persons with disabilities.

5. The Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights developed a
classifier of appeals and complaints, which specifically includes the issue of
observance of political rights of all citizens, including the persons with disabilities.

For example, in 2004, mostly during the presidential election campaign in
Ukraine, the Ombudsman received 204 complaints signed by 1631 persons with
disabilities on violation of their political rights, to compare — in 2010 there was
7 letters signed by eight persons with disabilities.

6. There was held the 4th Thematic Workshop “The role of national human
rights institutions in protecting and advancing the rights of persons with disabilities”
on 24-25 May 2011 in Kyiv.

The Ombudsman of Ukraine hosted this international event, held in the
framework of the “Peer-to-Peer II” project (joint program of the Council of Europe
and the European Commission “Promoting independent national non-judicial
mechanisms for protection of human rights”).

This workshop gathered representatives of national human rights institutions of
28 European countries, experts, representatives of civic organizations of persons with
disabilities, who discussed a range of issues, including: respect for and protection of
the rights of persons with disabilities, their participation in political and public life,
the implementation by Member States of the Council of Europe Disability Action
Plan for 2008-2015.

Availing ourselves of the opportunity we would like to renew to you the
assurances of our high consideration.

On behalf of the Commissioner
for human rights,

Representative of the Commissioner Volodymyr Yatsenko




