	New Zealand response to the United Nations Human Rights Council resolution 16/15


Purpose of the Report

1 This submission from New Zealand is provided in response to the questionnaire from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, sent pursuant to Human Rights Council’s resolution 16/15 calling for information from States on the participation of people with disabilities in political and public life. 
Are you aware of any restrictions on the right of persons with disabilities to vote and be elected? If so, what are those restrictions? 

Voting

2 There is no restriction solely on the basis of disability on the right of disabled people to vote. 

Election to Parliament

3 There is no restriction solely on the basis of disability on the right of disabled people to be elected to Parliament. It is possible that once elected, a person may be limited in their eligibility to hold office as a Member of Parliament due to not being able to fulfil the duties of the role, for example where they are deemed (by relevant medical authorities) to be “mentally disordered”. Such restrictions, however, exist on the grounds of a person’s ability to perform a role, rather than the existence of a disability.
Are you aware of any good practices to ensure that persons with disabilities participate in political and public life on an equal basis with others? 

Voting

4 In New Zealand disabled people can:

· nominate other persons to assist them read and mark their voting paper
 

· vote in advance of the election day and/or in another place outside of the voting booth
. 
· nominate another person to register for them and vote on their behalf if they do not have the capacity to understand the nature of the decision to register as an elector

5 The Electoral Commission is responsible for the administration of parliamentary elections and referenda. In preparation for each election, the Electoral Commission seeks the views of disabled people on ways to improve access for disabled people to the voting process. An action plan is then published. 
6 In preparing for the 2011 general election and referendum on the voting system, the Electoral Commission consulted disability groups and developed a new Action Plan, “Access 2011”
, to improve accessibility.  As a result the Electoral Commission has made the following information accessible for the benefit of disabled people:  

· a DVD with onscreen subtitles and New Zealand Sign Language interpretation 
· a facilitation guide for supporting people with learning difficulties
· Plain English resources

· interactive website and online video.
Are you aware of any good practices:

(a) to ensure close and active consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in decision-making processes. Examples could include decisions relating to law and policy as well as to development and humanitarian assistance?

7 Consultation with disabled people relating to law and policy in New Zealand includes focus groups, surveys and collections of anecdotal information. Specific working groups and expert panels are also commissioned by government when needed.
8 The Ministry of Health’s Disability Support Services group works with the Disability Support Services Consumer Consortium
. The consortium provides input and advice to Disability Support Services on its planning, policy and service development. The consortium provides a link for support and communication between Disability Support Services and the people who receive the services funded by Disability Support Services.
9 Some central government agencies, District Health Boards and local councils have set up advisory boards of disabled people. 

10 Central government agencies in the social sector have a number of contracts with disabled peoples’ organisations, some for the provision of advice and others for provision of services.

11 The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector host a website
 that guides public servants and others on ways to follow good community engagement practices. Each section has a 'related resources' area featuring community engagement case-studies, useful links and further reading. 
12 The New Zealand Sign Language Act has guidelines for government agencies that include consulting the Deaf community on matters relating to New Zealand sign language.

(b) to promote participation in non-governmental organisations and associations?

13 The Ministry of Health purchases the provision of disability support services from NGOs.  Service contracts include the requirement that disabled people are involved in the development and monitoring of services.  An example of such a requirement from a residential support service contract is set out below: 
Service User/Family/Whanau/Guardian/Advocate Involvement

The Provider will have a number of means by which the service user and or their family/whanau/guardian/advocates can provide input into service operations and development.  These should include:

· Input into service planning and development

· Involvement into internal quality monitoring

· Input and active participation in the development of the Individual Plan (IP)

· Involvement in audit of expenditure from service user trust accounts

· Involvement in, including planning, arranging and managing activities such as social and recreational activities

· Maori input and involvement in all service planning and review processes

· Full access to this service specification to enable the service user to fully understand the nature of the service.
Do you have any information on ways that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations are involved in monitoring the Convention? If so, please provide examples. 
14 The New Zealand Government has designated the Human Rights Commissioner, the Office of the Ombudsmen and the Convention Collation (of disabled people’s organisations) as the independent mechanisms to promote and protect the monitoring of the Convention. This includes the establishment of a full-time Disability Rights Commissioner within the Human Rights Commission. They meet annually with the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues, the co-ordinating mechanism for government, and intend to report to Parliament at the end of 2011.
15 The Convention Coalition was formed by a Memorandum of Understanding amongst six disabled people's organisations
.  In 2010 they ran a programme monitoring rights of disabled people. This programme followed the Disability Rights Promotion International (DRPI) model. It involved pairs of disabled people, who had been trained by DRPI, interviewing other disabled people on their experience of rights.  The Convention Coalition’s monitoring report is available at: http://www.dpa.org.nz/downloads/Disability_Rights_in_Aotearoa_New_Zealand_final.doc
16 The New Zealand Human Rights Commission regularly consults with disabled people.  It, as well as civil society groups and individuals including the Coalition Convention, are expected to contribute shadow reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Are statistics and data collected in relation to enjoyment of the political rights of persons with disabilities? Please provide relevant statistics and data if possible. 

17 No, New Zealand does not collect statistical information in relation to the enjoyment of the political rights of persons with disabilities.  New Zealand does collect data on the satisfaction of disabled people during the voting process. Following New Zealand’s previous election in 2008, disabled voters were surveyed. 85 per cent of disabled voters were satisfied with voting information provided and 96 per cent of disabled voters considered the length of time taken to cast a vote to be “about right”. Most (86 per cent) disabled voters cast their votes at a polling station, rather than – as is possible – by post, at a hospital care facility or through advance voting and, while assistance was provided when required, 57 per cent of disabled voters were able to vote unassisted.
Is your organization involved in international cooperation programmes related to promoting political rights of persons with disabilities? Please describe the ways the programmes are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities. 

18 New Zealand provided a total of NZ$1.3 million in funding support to the Pacific Disability Forum (PDF) between 2007 and 2011.  PDF is the Pacific’s umbrella NGO for Disabled Peoples’ Organisations (DPOs). It is run by disabled persons and has members in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories. The PDF aims to build capacity of national DPOs to provide services to, and improve opportunities (including political participation) for, people with disabilities and to enable them to be equal partners and active contributors in their societies.  
19 The New Zealand Aid Programme supports mainstreaming of disability issues as part of its commitment to addressing human rights as a cross-cutting issue.  As a cross-cutting issue, human rights are taken into account in all stages of the development process including the design, implementation, and evaluation of all aid initiatives.  
20 Disability inclusiveness and mainstreaming is a specific consideration in the current evaluation of the Pacific Regional Preventable Blindness Project and the design of a new mental health programme supported by the New Zealand Aid Programme.  
21 Over NZ$5 million of funding between 2011 and 2014 has been committed via the New Zealand Government’s Sustainable Development Fund, for disability related projects managed by New Zealand based non-government organisations (although these do not necessarily target “political rights”). This includes support for projects in the Pacific.

� Section 170 of the Electoral Act 1993


� Section 172 of the Electoral Act 1993


� Section 86 of the Electoral Act 1993


� http://www.elections.org.nz/administration/ec-corp-info/access-2011-action-plan.html


� http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/indexmh/disability-keyprojects-consumerconsortium


� http://www.goodpracticeparticipate.govt.nz


� DPA, Association of Blind Citizens, People First, Deaf Aotearoa, Ngati Kāpo, and Nga Hau E Wha (a network of organisations of people with experience of mental illness).







