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(Translated from Arabic)
Lebanese Republic
Ministry of Social Affairs
Subject:
Information concerning Human Rights Council resolution 7/9 on the human rights of persons with disabilities

With reference to the above subject, having reviewed Human Rights Council resolution 7/9, we wish to inform you of the following.

After Lebanon signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto on 14 June 2007, the former Cabinet transmitted a draft law to the National Assembly (by Decree No. 1052 of 24 January 2007) on ratification of the Convention in accordance with established procedure. The Ministry of Social Affairs is pursuing this matter with the secretariat of the National Assembly to ensure that it is included on the Assembly’s agenda as soon as possible. 


Based on the foregoing, and in response to the questions raised by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, we wish to clarify the following points:
· The legal procedure for ratification of the Convention and the Optional Protocol begins with the adoption of the draft law transmitted to the National Assembly. That phase is expected to be completed before the end of 2008.
Once the Convention has been ratified, the National Authority for the Disabled, which is presided over by the Minister for Social Affairs and includes representatives of the governmental and non-governmental sectors and persons with disabilities, will establish a clear plan for initiating the legal procedures necessary for the implementation of the Convention. Under Act No. 220/2000, the Committee is empowered to follow up on 

· implementation and coordinate with all parties concerned on any matter related to its functions or that would contribute to the achievement of its objectives or the defence of persons with disabilities and their rights. This facilitates the work of the mechanism provided for in article 33 of the Convention.


Beirut, [Date illegible] 2008


Director of the Ministry of Social Affairs a.i.

(Signed):
Randa Bou Hamdan
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