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 Arab Republic of Egypt 
National Council for Women             

Questionnaire:

1. Please provide any information and statistics (including surveys, censuses, administrative data, literature, legal and policy documents, reports and studies related to the exercise of sexual and reproductive health and rights of girls with disabilities, with particular focus in the following areas:

·  Harmful stereotypes, norms, values, taboos, attitudes and behaviors related to the exercise of sexual and reproductive health and rights with disabilities
· Egypt has ratified a number of conventions such as the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
· The National Council for Women (NCW) is the national machinery for women in Egypt, established by Presidential Decree No. 90 of 2000. NCW vision is to improve the human and socio-economic conditions of Egyptian women and to increase the ratio of their participation in the development of their local communities and hence the development of society as a whole. 
· NCW drafted the violence against women framework law and submitted it to the Cabinet of Ministers to be sent to the Parliament.

· The legislative committee in NCW has reviewed and provided its comments on the law titled “Protection of Persons with Disabilities”, and to be submitted it to the Cabinet of Ministers.
· NCW has launched the National Strategy to combat all Forms of Violence against Women 2015 – 2020 in cooperation with a number of concerned ministries, NGOs, and religious institutions. The strategy’s main goal is to confront all forms of violence against women by ensuring social justice, equal opportunity and gender equality to women and girls. It consists of 4 main pillars (prevention – protection – intervention – legal procedure).
· NCW launched the study titled “Economic Cost of Gender Based Violence” in cooperation with the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics and UNFPA.  The study aims at calculating the economic cost the country bears as a result of the phenomenon of Violence against Women (VAW). 

· To ensure on the role of women with disabilities and the importance of their contributions, NCW  branches in the 27 governorates includes one member (women with a disability) in the board member to tackle the needs of disabled Egyptian women in all governorates. 
· The health and population committee within NCW has conducted hearing sessions on the phenomenon of FGM in order to present the medical, religious and legal opinion on this phenomenon, as a result, an amendment has been issued to the Penal Code to increase the penalty of practicing FGM.
· Statistics:

· The percentage of maternal mortality has declined to 52 in 2014 for every 100.000 childbirth.
· 59% is the percentage of married women who use family planning tools.
· The overall rate of FGM in Egypt for married women in the age group (15-49) is 92% and it falls to 61% among young girls in the age group (15-17). 
· Sex education in formal and non-formal setting and access to sexual and reproductive health information 
· The concept of sex education is considered one of the critical topics as it differs from one country to another according to its culture and national legislations. As such, the Ministry of Education in Egypt has incorporated the components of reproductive health within its curriculum, especially at the secondary level.
· NCW has conducted a number of training programs for NCW board members (women with disabilities) in the 27 governorates with the aim of discussing the draft law on violence against women, in addition to discussing the needs of the disabled women.
· Access to child and youth friendly quality sexual and reproductive health services

· The Ministry of Health and Population offers a package of health services on the first and second levels of care. It includes services such as family planning, preventive screening of breast tumors, early detection services, treatment of reproductive system infection, as well as motherhood and childhood care services and teenagers health services.
· Prevention, care and treatment of sexually transmitted infections 

· The Prevalence of HIV / AIDS in Egypt between 1986 - 2009 did not exceed 0.1%; therefore Egypt does not face any major challenge in combating such a disease.   
· Health care programs for women in Egypt include a national program on prevention and protection against sexually transmitted diseases or diseases transmitted through blood. 
· Violence against girls with disabilities impacting their enjoyment of sexual and reproductive health rights 
· The National Council for Women in cooperation with UNFPA and the Regional Centre for Training on Family Planning and Reproductive Health issued the Medical Guide on how to deal with battered women concerning gender-based violence.

· Harmful practices such as forced sterilization and child early and forced marriage    

· Early marriage in Egypt represents 15% of the total marriages.
· The issuance of the Child Law No. 126 of 2008, which amended the Civil Status Law that increased the age of marriage for males and females to 18 years and outlawed the child marriage.
· The Ministry of Health and Population in cooperation with the National Population Council launched the “National Strategy to Combat Early Marriage 2015 - 2020”, the strategy focuses on reducing the rate of early marriage to half of the current level within five years, focusing on geographical areas where the phenomenon is highly represented.  
· NCW branches conduct periodical programs and awareness campaigns in governorates to raise women’s awareness (mothers and girls) of the negative impacts of practicing FGM and other practices that affect women and girls health.  
2. Please provide information in relation to any innovative initiatives that have been taken at the local, regional or national level to promote and ensure the exercise of sexual and reproductive health and rights of girls with disabilities and identify lessons learned from these.   

· Women Strategy 2030

· Egypt has launched its strategy titled “Women Strategy 2030”. The strategy seeks to ensure Egypt's commitment to women's rights and put them into practice in accordance with the national charters, especially the constitution, in addition to the international conventions ratified by Egypt. The strategy also aims at responding to the needs of the Egyptian women especially the elderly, poor and disabled women, in order to achieve equal opportunity as stated in the Egyptian constitution. The strategy includes 4 main pillars ( political – social – economic – protection) with 3 cross-cutting themes namely: access to information, legislative intervention  and culture awareness where one of the interventions of the social pillar focuses on promoting reproductive health through the following:

1.   Expanding the provision of reproductive health and family planning services across the nation.
2. Raise awareness on the effects of multiplicity childbearing on maternal health.  
3. Development of social incentive systems to encourage women to regulate birth control.  
· Taa Marbouta Campaign 
· Due to the important role of media in changing negative stereotypes, NCW has launched an innovative campaign titled “ Taa Marbouta” – “ ة “which is an Arabic letter used for the feminization of any work. The camping aims at changing the negative stereotypes that women face in the society. It also included separate series, each tackled an important pressing topic in the fields of political, social and economic empowerment. The campaign succeeded to reach viewership of 40 million and many Arab countries have shown interest in adopting the campaign to their local context. Moreover, it’s worth mentioning that the campaign won a crystal award from the annual MENA Crystal awards.

· The Ministry of Health and Population launched the “National Reproductive Health Strategy 2015-2020”. The strategy aims at supporting the right to upgrade reproductive health through making information available and easily accessible, providing high-quality reproductive health services on all levels in a way that ensures the sustainability of response to the needs of citizens in different age groups without distinction. Furthermore, the strategy has proposed various policies that should be adopted by the State in the next period, such policies are:-

1. Support and enhance the health system ensuring the achievement of financial, political, and institutional sustainability, necessary for the reproductive health services.
2. Raise societal awareness of rights pertinent to the reproductive health.
3. Develop and support sexual and reproductive health programs for teenagers and youth.
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