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20 May 2019
Dear Madam/Sir,
In my capacity as Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 35/6, I am currently conducting a research on good practices to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities.
In this connection, I am pleased to transmit to you the questionnaire attached on good practices to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities, in English, French and Spanish. I would be most grateful for your response to be sent electronically, in accessible formats (Word document) and preferably in English, French or Spanish, to sr.disability@ohchr.org no later than 15 August 2019. I would appreciate if your response may be as concise as possible and if annexes could be attached where necessary. 
Whenever possible, I would also encourage you to provide copies of relevant laws, policies, programme outlines, evaluations, and any other information relevant for the topic. Please also indicate if you have any objections with regard to your reply being posted on the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your contribution.
(Signature)

Catalina Devandas-Aguilar

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities

Questionnaire on good practices to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities (English)

1. Please provide information on any existing good practices in legislation, policies and/or institutional measures taken in your country to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, as required by article 13 of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

There are no problems in Latvia for deaf people who use sign language in daily communication with court access. A service agreement with the sign language interpreter department regarding the provision of services for sign language interpreters in court has been entered into for the judicial administration. When a deaf person receives a subpoena from the court, he shall turn to the court, informing  that he is deaf and  a sign-language interpreter is needed. The judicial administration shall require the interpreter department to provide the services of an interpreter. The interpreter department shall apply a bill to the Court administration, which shall be paid. A deaf person must not pay.  Judical Administration don't pay for  an interpreter in Civil Justice. But the deaf man can use the state-paid 120-hour-sign language interpreter service to communicate with natural and legal persons.
For 120 hours, the Law on Disability is provided for:
https://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=211494
Article 13 provides that, as from 1 January 2013, the services of sign language interpreter for access to other natural and legal persons shall be provided by the Latvian Association of the Deaf , if necessary by involving capital companies in which it is a member (shareholder).
And The procedures for the granting and receipt of a sign language interpreters service shall be determined by Cabinet Regulation No. 1412.2009,Procedures by which the Latvian Blind Society and the Latvian Association of the Deaf provide social rehabilitation services and provide technical aids - tiflotechnics and surdotechnics. Ministru kabineta 15.12.2009 noteikumi Nr.1472 „Kārtība , kādā Latvijas Neredzīgo biedrība un Latvijas Nedzirdīgo savienība sniedz sociālās rehabilitācijas pakalpojumus un nodrošina tehniskos palīglīdzekļus – tiflotehniku un surdotehniku”.
Criminal law https://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=107820
Article 11, p. 6. is stated: (6) The conditions of this Section regarding the right of a person to use a language that he or she can, and the use of the assistance of an interpreter shall also apply to persons who have hearing, speech or visual disturbances. Such persons shall, when issuing procedural documents in the cases provided for by law, ensure the availability of such documents in a language which they understand or in a manner that the person is able to receive.
2. Please provide information on any existing good practices in place in your country, including strategies and guidelines, to facilitate the direct or indirect participation of persons with disabilities in judicial and other legal proceedings (e.g., as concerned parties, witnesses, jurors, judges, lawyers, experts.) including in the areas of:

· Recognition of the right to legal standing; 

· Accessibility and access to information;

· Procedural, gender- and age-appropriate accommodations; and

· Provision of legal aid.

3. Please provide information on any existing good practices in jurisprudence in your country related to the effective access to justice for persons with disabilities. 
4. Please provide information on any existing good practices in your country to promote access to effective remedies and reparations in cases where the rights of persons with disabilities have been breached.
5. Please provide information on any innovative initiatives that have been taken in your country to promote and ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities. 
To civil society organizations
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