Questions for Member States

1. Please provide information in relation to the existence of legislation and policies concerning mainstream and/or specific social protection programmes with regard to persons with disabilities, including.

· Institutional Frame work in charge of its implementation
· Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection (Social Protection Directorate) in charge of the implementation of Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) programme.

LEAP provides cash transfer to the extremely poor including persons with disabilities.

· The National Council on Persons with Disability (NCPD) was established by the Disability Act, 715, 2006 to propose and evolve policies and strategies that would enable persons with disability enter and participate in the mainstream of the national development process.

· Legislative measures
The Government has passed the Disability Act, 715, 2006 to protect the rights of persons with disability.

· Administrative measures
Institution of the District Assembly Common Fund(DACF) for persons with disability.  Under this programme, two percent (2%) of the District Assembly Common Fund is set aside solely to address the concerns of Persons with Disability (payment of school fees, medical care, training and so on).

· District specific programmes
Establishment of the District Assembly Common Fund for persons with disabilities.

2. Please provide information on how persons with disabilities are consulted and actively involved in the design, implementation and monitoring of social protection programmes.

· Persons with disabilities were involved in the planning and the establishment of the District Assembly Common Fund (DACF) for persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities are represented on the committees which have been formed to disburse the DACF for persons with disabilities.



3. Please provide information in relation to difficulties and good practices on the design, implementation and monitoring of mainstream and/or specific social protection programmes with regard to persons with disabilities.


· Difficulties:   Harmonisation of the different views of Organizations of Persons with Disabilities (OPWDs).

· Good Practices:  In Ghana, the disbursement of the two percent of the DACF at the MMDAs has seen the OPWDs co-operating to monitor the disbursement of the fund and drawing government’s attention to abuses.

4. Please provide any information or data available, disaggregated by impairment, sex, age or ethnic origin if possible.

· Under the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP)program, 23,814 persons with disabilities are beneficiaries (this programme covers able-bodied persons).

· The DAFC (2 percent) for persons with disabilities is a nation-wide programme for all persons with disabilities. The number of beneficiaries are yet to be computed.

5. Please provide information in relation to the eligibility criteria used for accessing mainstream and/or specific social protection programmes with regard to persons with disabilities.

· There is no data on the rate of poverty among persons with disabilities.
· DACF (2%) for PWDs
Definition for eligibility determination as contained in the Ghana Disability Act,715,2006 :
“ Person with disability” means an individual with a physical, mental or sensory impairment including visual,hearing or speech functional disability which gives rise to physical, cultural or social barriers that substantially limits one of the major life activities of that individual.

Any assessment of eligibility is dependent on this definition.  PWDs who are of good economic/financial standing do not benefit.

However for LEAP the definition for eligibility determination is: persons with “severe disability”. Persons with disabilities outside of this group do not benefit
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