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22 April 2015
Dear Madam/Sir,
In my capacity as Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 26/20, I would like to transmit to you or your organization the questionnaire attached on the right of persons with disabilities to social protection. All responses should be sent electronically, in accessible formats and preferably in English, French or Spanish, to sr.disability@ohchr.org no later than 20 May 2015. I would appreciate as concise responses as possible and kindly ask you attach annexes where necessary.

Whenever possible, you are also encouraged to provide copies of relevant laws, policies, programme outlines, evaluations, and any other information relevant for the topic from your country or context of work. Additional appropriate information, beyond what is specifically requested, would be welcome. Kindly also indicate if you have any objections with regard to your reply being posted on the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.


I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.
Catalina Devandas-Aguilar
Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities
Questions for civil society:

1. Please provide information in relation to the existence, in your country or context of work, of legislation and policies concerning mainstream and/or specific social protection programmes with regard to persons with disabilities, including:

National law on equality of persons with disabilities, Federal Government:

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20004228&ShowPrintPreview=True
National law on attendance allowance, Federal Government (People with a certain degree of disability receive attendance allowance from the state. There are four stages, depending of the degree of disability.) https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10008859 

National action plan on disability, Ministry of Social Affairs: http://www.sozialministerium.at/cms/site/attachments/7/7/8/CH2477/CMS1332494355998/nap_web.pdf 

Special financial support is granted for people with disabilities, for example through tax reductions, subsidies for mobility, subsidies for children with disabilities, subsidies for employers and employees, remission of broadcasting fees, etc. http://www.sozialministeriumservice.at/site/Finanzielle_Unterstuetzung 

2. Please provide information on how persons with disabilities are consulted and actively involved in the design, implementation and monitoring of social protection programmes in your country or context of work.

Especially through the institution of the national monitoring committee in charge of monitoring the CRPD people with disabilities and their organisations are able to actively participate in political work. In regard of social protection programmes, it is up to the government and the regarding NGOs to participate in the process, they are not always legally required to consult with us.  

3. Please provide information in relation to difficulties and good practices on the design, implementation and monitoring of mainstream and/or specific social protection programmes with regard to persons with disabilities, including:

There have been recent cuts in the attendance allowance, which made it harder for people with disabilities to receive the first stage of the allowance. Generally, there is no yearly inflation validation of the allowance. 
4. Please provide any information or data available in your country or context of work, disaggregated by impairment, sex, age or ethnic origin if possible, in relation to:

People with disabilities are almost twice as likely to be threatened by poverty as people without disabilities (20 % to 11 %). (Women with disabilities 20%, men 16 %) 11 % of the people with disabilities are considered poor compared to 4 % of people without disabilities. The risk of poverty for people of working age is 17 %, which are 124.000 people in Austria. The unemployment rate of people with disabilities has risen by 21 %, the rate for people without disabilities by 9,6 %. In the past 8 years, the rate has gone up by 65 % for people with disabilities and by 13,5 % for people without disabilities. 
In general, there are almost no reliable, current data available in Austria with regard to disability, which is a main problem in itself. 
5. Please provide information in relation to the eligibility criteria used, in your country or context of work, for accessing mainstream and/or specific social protection programmes with regard to persons with disabilities, including:

· Definition of disability and disability assessments used for eligibility determination: medical experts of the Social Ministry Service (Sozialministeriumservice) define the degree of disability through personal visits to people who have applied for the group of beneficiaries of people with disabilities. 

To civil society organizations

