
Montenegro
Answers to the Questionnaire on the right of persons with disabilities to the highest attainable standard of health

Question 1
Law on Health Care, Law on Health Insurance and Law on Patients' Rights 
Persons with disabilities have full availability and free access  to health institutions  at the primary, secondary and tertiary level of healthcare and access to all programs that are being implemented at all levels of health care. Law on healthcare  envisages provision of health services to  each  citizen, insurer and patient within health system of Montenegro ,without any form of discrimination, including also diversity based on disability,which do not fully imply that some form of discrimination do not exist.

The right  to health care includes: 1) health promotion; 2) disease prevention;  3) diagnostic, examination and treatment, including measures for early identification  and prevention  of disease progress; 4)  rehabilitation and specialized  medical rehabilitation ; 4) continuous  medical care; 5) dental care; 7) emergency and urgent  medical assistance; 8) dialysis; 9) health services  of transfusion medicine; 10) pharmaceuticals and medical devices; 11) medical –technical devices.

Health care is provided in full amount of the price from the funds of compulsory health insurance for the treatment of the primary  disease and condition such as: malignant diseases, haemophilia, diabetes, cystic fybrosis, intellectual disability with an IQ 69 or less, psychosis, epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, cerebral paralysis, paraplegia, quadriplegia, cronic renal failure (dialysis),systemic autoimmune diseases, HIV and quarantine diseases, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C, congenital malformations of the upper and lower extremities, mental disabilities ,in accordance with criteria  prescribed by special regulations.
A person with disability is a person who has a long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairment at least 70%  which is established by common lists of impairments or lists of impairments that are used in the procedures  of  exercising rights in area of social care , education, professional rehabilitation and employment, as well as, for rights in the field  of pension –disability insurance. 
It implies  that all levels of health care include medical rehabilitation and provision of this service at  home of insured person, including also specialized  medical rehabilitation.

In December 2016, the Government of Montenegro adopted a Strategy
 for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities from Discrimination and Promotion of Equality for the period 2017-2021, together with the Action Plan 2017/2018. One of the areas defined in this Strategy is discrimination in health care and access to adequate aids. The Action Plan for the implementation of this Strategy defines activities that will ensure harmonization of regulations and equal access to information on sexual and reproductive health.
Satrategy for the integration of persons with disabilities 2016-2020 was adopted in September 2016. 
 
Question 2
The Law on Prohibition of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities prescribes the obligation for all bodies to provide Braille signage for people with disabilities in public facilities, areas for public purpose and public space.

According to the information obtained from the state administration bodies, besides the Ministry for Human and Minority Rights, Braille signage was provided by the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare, the Center for Contemporary Art, the Natural History Museum; Ministry of Education, Institute of Education, Examination Center, Public Enterprise Resource Center for Children and Youth “Podgorica“, while, according to the submitted information, also a number of institutions has started the procedure of installing Braille signage (Ministry of Sports, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Health, etc.).
Question 3&4
Law on patients' rights  prescribes that each person, both healthy or sick, who requests  medical service in health instition or the person  to whom is provided  health service  with aim to preserve and improve health, prevent disease, treatment and care and rehabilitation ( hereinafter: patient) have rights set forth  by this Law. While exercising rights envisaged by this Law, it also provides respecting principles of human dignity, physical and mental integrity and protection of rights. 
In line with above mentioned Law, each person, including also persons with disabilities have right:

· to freely choose medical doctor or dentist 

· to be informed  

· to make decision by themselves  (free choice )

· to have insight in his/her medical record 

· to refuse to be subject  of scientific examination and investigation 

· to have a second professional opinion 

· on privacy and confidentiality

· on timely  provision of health care 

· to make an objection

· to compensation for health damage   

· to leave health institution by his/her own will

Question 5

Persons with disabilities, in line with legislative framework in health sector, have been included  in policy-making  through  representatives of NGO sector  in order  to enable those persons to be actively engaged in policy –making, in relation to their rights. 
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