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Questionnaire on disability-inclusive international cooperation (English)


1. Please describe how your country’s international cooperation efforts, including international development aid, are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities; and how is funding tracked and reported.

The Danish MFA does not have an articulated focus on disability inclusion in international cooperation. HRBA is key, which means that some interventions may address persons with disabilities as one of several selected target groups. However, it is our clear impression that a broad focus on inclusion is absent. 

The MFA is providing a share of the CSO funding to the Danish disability organisations for projects supporting disability organisations in the global South. 

Funding on disability inclusive development aid or persons with disabilities reached through international development aid has not been tracked previously. As of this year, the Danish MFA has started using the OECD DAC marker on disability inclusion.


1. Please describe how South-South and triangular cooperation support your country’s efforts to implement the rights of persons with disabilities, including by facilitating the exchange of innovative knowledge, skills and successful initiatives. 

To our knowledge, this is not undertaken or supported by the Danish MFA directly with regards to the rights of persons with disabilities.


1. Please describe how your country coordinates, prioritizes and manages aid received from international cooperation in order to ensure that national development programmes are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities. 

As a donor country, aid is not received from international cooperation. From the donor perspective, to our knowledge, the Danish MFA is not engaged in efforts to coordinate, prioritise and manage the international cooperation. So far, the Danish MFA is not a member of the Global Action on Disability (GLAD) network, which we would see as an obvious place for the Danish MFA to participate in donor coordination.


1. Please explain whether the Sustainable Development Goals resulted in increased international development aid benefitting persons with disabilities in your country and how. 

The Danish MFA has incorporated the SDG’s in their strategy “The World 2030 Denmark’s strategy for development cooperation and humanitarian action” from 2017. However, it is our impression that this has not resulted in increased international development aid benefitting persons with disabilities in the Danish bilateral development aid. Concord Europe’s Aidwatch 2019 report, which focus on implementation on the Leave No One Behind principle states that while the principle is translated into principles, definitions and/or guidelines for implementation in the Danish MFA’s development cooperation policy, the MFA is not disaggregating data or have not identified categories for disaggregation on groups left behind, and there is no measure of progress nor outcome on Leave No One Behind for tracking progress on the implementation (p. 26). Evidently this also comprises persons with disabilities. 


1. Please describe to what extent and how are persons with disabilities and their organizations involved and consulted in decisions related to international cooperation in your country, and how they can access international cooperation funds and grants (including legal requirements, procedures and challenges).  

We at DPOD, the federation of the Danish organisations of persons with disabilities (OPD’s) have a constructive dialogue with our MFA. We have a decentralized pool of funding from the MFA as part of the MFA’s international development funding through CSO’s. This funding amounts to app. EUR xx, and can be applied for by Danish OPD’s in partnership with OPD’s in the Global South. 

DPOD has increasingly during the last few years opened a dialogue with the MFA on how to increase inclusion of persons with disabilities in Danish international cooperation. This has so far included dialogue on the signing of the Charter on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian actions, participation in the 2018 Global Disability Summit in London and the signing of the related charter, possible membership og the GLAD Network, the OECD DAC marker on inclusion of persons with disabilities, and launch in Denmark of the IASC Guidelines on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian actions.

No formal procedures are laid out for consultation and involvement of OPD’s in decision-making related to international cooperation. However DPOD and their member OPD’s are on an equal footing with other CSO’s heard and invited to participate in hearings regarding the Danish international cooperation. 


1. Please provide any information and statistical data available on disability-inclusive international cooperation in your country, including information related to the challenges and limitations of the international aid system to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

As evident in the responses above, to our knowledge, no such data exists and we are not aware of any information additional to information provided in the above responses. 

Included in the List of Issues on article 32 from April 2019 by the UN Committee of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to the Danish government, which the Danish government is currently in the process of responding to, are requests in line with the above regarding 1) information on measures to include organizations of persons with disabilities in decision-making processes relating to international cooperation at the international and regional levels, on policies on development support for developing countries and on the resources available for organizations of persons with disabilities to become partners in projects in developing and least developed countries, and 2) measures taken to include the disability rights-based approach outlined in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its target indicators in the development policy of the State party. 
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