
Questions:
1. Please describe how your country’s international cooperation efforts, including international development aid, are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities; and how is funding tracked and reported.
The election of Bulgaria as a member of the UN Human Rights Council for the period 2019-2021 was a recognition of the country’s active human rights policy at national and international level. Bulgaria is committed to promoting the independence of UN human rights structures and is working to protect the rights of the child, gender equality, the rights of persons with disabilities, the creation of tolerant societies, etc., by taking into account the country’s commitments towards the implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.
In March 2018, we adhered to the Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. The accession of our country to the Charter was in line with our active policy on the rights of people with disabilities and gave a clear political signal for our close commitment to the protection of their rights. Additionally, at the 33rd International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, Bulgaria´s government and national society committed themselves to give further acknowledgement of the fact that vulnerable persons and people with specific needs (among them people with disabilities) may be disproportionately affected by humanitarian emergencies such as disasters and armed conflicts and those specific needs shall be taken into account in programming and delivering both humanitarian aid and subsequent development assistance.

The Bulgarian MFA provides development aid to partner countries through a dedicated Program in its budget which since 2015 amounts to 6 Mio BGN yearly. Over the last couple of years, protecting the rights of children and caring for persons with disabilities and disadvantaged people was among the main priorities of the calls for proposals for bilateral projects to be implemented in the Western Balkans and the Eastern Partnership. 
2. Please describe how South-South and triangular cooperation support your country’s efforts to implement the rights of persons with disabilities, including by facilitating the exchange of innovative knowledge, skills and successful initiatives. 
Until now Bulgaria has not implemented any triangular project in support of the rights of people with disabilities. We have preferred to do bilateral projects to share our own successful experiences in the field (please see question 4).

3. Please describe how your country coordinates, prioritizes and manages aid received from international cooperation in order to ensure that national development programmes are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities. 
N/A
4. Please explain whether the Sustainable Development Goals resulted in increased international development aid benefitting persons with disabilities in your country and how. 
When participating in international forums, Bulgaria organizes concomitant events related to the implementation of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development as a contribution to international efforts and in particular the implementation of the EU development cooperation policy. A significant event in this regard was the discussion “Putting Children at the Centre of the 2030 Sustainable Development Program” at the High Level Political Forum in July 2019. Bulgaria presented the deinstitutionalization process (the process of replacing institutional care for children with care in a family or family-like environment in the community) and the inclusive education for children with disabilities as key national priorities. The opinion was expressed that it is important to direct children's energy in a productive direction, which is why children should be active partners in the decision-making process. It was noted that at the global level Bulgaria is active in sharing experience and good practices in these areas, including through its Official Development Assistance. 
To give some examples, in 2018, Bulgaria supported 4 projects in North Macedonia directed to the needs of children with disabilities for a total 594 032 BGN and two projects in Georgia for a total 142 658 BGN for the construction of therapeutic complex for children with disabilities and special needs in two small municipalities. The number of projects for persons with disabilities is gradually increasing and in 2019 we provided funding for the implementation of 11 projects amounting to 910 125 BGN in North Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, Armenia and Georgia. 

The focus of our ODA remains directed at the least developed areas and the most vulnerable social groups, with the main aim of improving socio-economic development and quality of living conditions. The implemented activities have contributed to the perception of our country as a visible and valuable international donor and testify to the sustainable nature of our development cooperation with partners from the Western Balkans and the Black Sea region in the area of providing protection for the rights of persons with disabilities.

In the context of the measures taken at all levels to fight with the COVID-19 pandemic Bulgaria is reassessing the funds that can be allocated to partner countries from the Western Balkans and the Eastern Partnership through bilateral projects. Priorities continue to be the most vulnerable social groups such as refugees, women, children and/or people with disabilities. Moreover, we are aware that people with disabilities are at higher risk of being infected with COVID-19 because of existing barriers to access to preventive information and hygiene services; due to the fact that they rely on physical contact with their environment and / or their assistants; as well as due to a number of respiratory complications that accompany their health status. That is why we plan to provide a voluntary contribution to the International Organization for Migration for the implementation of the Disability Inclusion Strategy 2019-2021 in Iraq amounting to EUR 50,000.
5. Please describe to what extent and how are persons with disabilities and their organizations involved and consulted in decisions related to international cooperation in your country, and how they can access international cooperation funds and grants (including legal requirements, procedures and challenges).  

N/A
6. Please provide any information and statistical data available on disability-inclusive international cooperation in your country, including information related to the challenges and limitations of the international aid system to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.
N/A

