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25 June 2020
Dear Madam/Sir,

Subject: Human Rights Council resolution 43/L.34

I would like to draw your attention to Human Rights Council resolution 43/L.34 concerning the rights of persons with disabilities.

Through this resolution, the Human Rights Council requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to prepare a study on sports following article 30 of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities in consultation with relevant stakeholders, including civil society organizations, and to present the study to the Human Rights Council before its forty-sixth session.

The OHCHR would be grateful to receive any relevant information for the preparation of this study. Contributions should reflect a gender perspective, highlighting specific actions to break the structural discrimination against women and girls with disabilities. Contributions should not exceed 500 words per question and give concrete examples. In particular, views and information would be welcome in relation to the following questions:
Recreation and leisure

1(a). 
Does your country have laws, policies, plans, strategies or guidelines
 and departments at any level of government relating to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in mainstream (not disability-specific) recreational and leisure physical activity, including but not limited to: 
In this area, the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Physical Culture and Sports”
 was adopted in 2009. This law has been amended several times. The last change was made in 2017. In addition, the State Program "Azerbaijani Youth in 2017-2021"
 is currently in force.

In addition, there are the Law on Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan
 and orders and decrees that ensure its implementation. The laws and other related documents do not have provisions that allow restrictions on gender equality.

· Private settings: Private gymnasiums, sports clubs, sports associations and foundations, summer camps, marathons, swimming pools, among others; 

Yes, there are functioning special gyms, sports clubs, sports associations, swimming pools. Various events, including inclusive marathons, are organized by sports associations and foundations. The Heydar Aliyev Foundation
 and the Azerbaijan Cyclists Association
 are active in this area. However, the events are mainly organized in Baku. For the first time in 2018 and 2019, the WIN THE WIND marathon organized by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation was conducted.

· Public and private tourism platforms: tourism facilities (e.g. beach, mountain, forest, among others), including services for persons with disabilities;
The geographical territory of Azerbaijan is suitable for the activities of various types of tourism. The eastern part of the country is at the coast of the Caspian Sea, and there are numerous tourist facilities, mainly beaches and hotels, recreation areas. At the same time, the northern and southern regions are suitable for the development of mountain tourism, and there are relevant facilities here.

According to the results of monitoring work carried out on the basis of various projects during 2010-2019, it can be noted that despite the diversity and multiplicity of such facilities, the accessibility of these infrastructure objects for people with disabilities are almost non-existent.

Unfortunately, the western zone of Azerbaijan, namely Nagorno-Karabakh and 7 surrounding districts are occupied by armed forces of the Republic of Armenia, and it is impossible to organize relevant infrastructure and services in these areas.

· Public settings in urban areas: Urban sports trails, cycling trails, public physical training, yoga, recreational sports, playgrounds for children, recreational facilities for older persons, among others.

There are no special paths or roads for sports and cycling in the cities of the Republic. The government plans to implement a pilot project in Baku in this field.

In recent years, special attention is paid to the construction of playgrounds and sport fields for children and adults. These sites are mainly located in residential areas, microdistricts, neighborhoods and are equipped with appropriate equipment. Such venues are also created in parks. However, they are not adaзted for the needs of persons with disabilities.

· Nature trails: hiking trails, nature centers, toilets, viewing platforms, count with accessibility and services.

There are such places, but it is not possible to state that there is accessible environment in here. At best, persons with a relatively mild disability can use them.

1(b).
What are the challenges to implementing the above? Are you aware of good practice related to the above? 

Education

2(a).
Does your country have laws, policies, plans, strategies or guidelines on physical education in public and private schools, including in special education, informal education and extra-curricular activities, relating to the inclusion of persons with disabilities, particularly children and young people, to avoid their exclusion or exemption from physical education and facilitating contact with disability-specific sports? What are the objectives of these instruments?

These issues are regulated by the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On Physical Culture and Sports". The Academy of Physical Culture and Sports
 functions in the country. The main mission of this institution is to prepare specialists in this field.

Another document is the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On the procedures for state accreditation of public associations for granting them the status of the Republican Sports Federation"
 (On approval of some normative legal acts related to physical culture and sports).

2(b)(i).
Are teachers and professors of physical education trained to include students with disabilities in either mainstream or disability-specific physical education?  

Unfortunately, the number of such teachers is very low. They work on their own enthusiasm. We asked the Academy of Physical Culture and Sports about this matter, but have not yet received a response.

2(b)(ii). Do persons with disabilities who want to be teachers and professors of physical education have access to equal certification to exercise the profession? 


Yes, there are such persons with disabilities. They studied at the Academy of Physical Culture and Sports. However, they do not work as teachers, but perform as athletes.

2(c).
What are the challenges to implementing the above? Are you aware of any good practices related to the above?

The abovementioned cases are very rare. The main obstacles are the lack of consideration of this issue during the preparation of teachers and the poor level of barrierless accessible environment in the educational institutions.
Sports
3(a).
Does your country have national, regional and local sports departments addressing and promoting competitive sports that cover both mainstream and disability-specific sports, either integrated or separated? 

There are organizations and institutions in various fields of sports in the country. In recent years, 47 olympic sports complexes
 have been built and put into operation, including in the regions. In addition, major sports competitions such as European Games, Islamic Games, Formula 1, international sport tornaments on wrestling, volleyball, gymnastics have been organized and held in Azerbaijan in recent years.

In addition, sports competitions for people with disabilities were organized at the local level, especially in boccia, cycling, shooting, sambo, taekwondo.

These competitions were organized by special federations and public associations. The level of participation of women and girls was high both within these organizations and among the participants of the competitions.

3(b).
Do disability-specific competitions have a similar structure to mainstream competitions, either integrated or separated, to organize local, regional, national, continental and international competition?

Examples for this include such sports as archery, shooting, wrestling, boccia, and taekwondo. These competitions are held at both local and also regional and international levels.

3(c).
What are the challenges that persons with disabilities face to access training centers prepared for high-performance sports at local, regional and national levels?

Main problems are:
- 
lack of specialists who can work with persons with disabilities;
- 
lack of skills of existing specialists in working with persons with disabilities;
- 
absence of or weak understanding of disability in related areas of education which prepare specialists;
- 
lack of accessible barrierless environment;
- 
deficiencies in the involvement of both specialists and people with disabilities  in the regions;
- 
material and social problems.
3(d).
Are there laws, policies and mechanisms in place to ensure fair distribution of public grants, awards and other financial support to ensure that sportspersons with disabilities have equal opportunities to succeed in competitive sports?

The state supports these organizations through grant programs and social orders.

3(e).
Please provide information on the organizational structures of disability-specific sports, including examples and good practices. Kindly consider the following aspects when replying:

· Are they separate structures, or are they integrated into mainstream federations and clubs?
Mainly independent federations and public associations function in this area.

· Azerbaijan Support to Disabled Cyclists Public Union

· Azerbaijan Deaf Sports Federation

· Boccia Federation

· Special Olympic Committee

· alympic Committee

· "Silent World" Support for Disabled People and Athletes who Speak Sign Language Public Union

· Federation of Disabled Football Players

· Integration of children and youth with disabilities into sports

· Are they decentralized covering the whole territory or they only operate in capital city/area?

Their work area is mainly limited to Baku and several cities. There is a problem with mass character and decentralization.

· Are they sports-discipline specific, or they integrate multiple disciplines?

They cover several kinds of sports. Preference is given to the paralympic sports.

· Do they receive equal funding opportunities compared to mainstream sports?

The funding is mainly provided in the form of grants, personal donations and government subsidies
· Are joint activities between sportspersons in disability-specific sports and mainstream sports encouraged or carried out to facilitate exchange among sportspersons within similar disciplines?

Conducting of such joint competitions take place very rarely. The main reasons for this are the lack of physical accessibility of sports venues and facilites for persons with disabilites, inequality in physical abilities and also attitudes towards disability.

· Are persons with disabilities considered in sports beyond their role as sportspersons, including as referees, coaches, spectators, administrators, workers, volunteers in the sports industry, board members, among others?

Persons with disabilities are present in these roles, although in limited quantity. Persons with disabilities of both genders participate in sports competitions in the country as volunteers and spectators. The first European Games, Formula 1 races, Islamic Games, etc. held in Baku can be given as good examples for this.

The head coach of Boccia team is a wheelchair user. The coach of the team on shooting sport is a wheelchair user. The chairman of the Azerbaijan Support to Disabled Cyclists Public Union is a wheelchair user.

The OHCHR would be grateful to receive relevant information at United Nations Office at Geneva, CH 1211 Geneva 10; fax. +41 22 917 90 08; e-mail: registry@ohchr.org; by 1 August 2020, in accessible format so that it can be posted on OHCHR’s website. Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Facundo Chávez Penillas at disability@ohchr.org or Ms. Victoria Lee at vlee@ohchr.org for further information or clarification.

I thank you in advance for your contribution to this important thematic study.





Yours sincerely,



Jyoti Sanghera


Chief


Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues
� These regulations and guidelines should refer to ensuring accessibility of venues/facilities, accessibility of information and communications, reasonable accommodation, support service provision, affordability, procurement, data collection and disaggregation, among others.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-qanun.az/framework/18303" �http://www.e-qanun.az/framework/18303�


� � HYPERLINK "http://sdf.gov.az/development/uploads/dovlet_proqramlarinda_ishtirak/azerbaycan_gencliyi_2017-2021_serencam_5.4_5.5_5.10.pdf" �http://sdf.gov.az/development/uploads/dovlet_proqramlarinda_ishtirak/azerbaycan_gencliyi_2017-2021_serencam_5.4_5.5_5.10.pdf�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.e-qanun.az/framework/4759" �http://www.e-qanun.az/framework/4759� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://heydar-aliyev-foundation.org/en/content/index/47/ABOUT-FOUNDATION" �https://heydar-aliyev-foundation.org/en/content/index/47/ABOUT-FOUNDATION�


� � HYPERLINK "https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QlY8F7VnwfTRRBg27rSr9zywsP3tYfJL/view?usp=sharing" \t "_blank" �https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QlY8F7VnwfTRRBg27rSr9zywsP3tYfJL/view?usp=sharing� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://sport.edu.az/en/" �http://sport.edu.az/en/�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.mys.gov.az/qanunvericilik/qaydalar/3/ictimai-birliklr-respublika-idman-federasiyasi-statusunun-verilmsi-ucun-onlarin-dovlt-akkreditasiyasi-qaydasi" �https://www.mys.gov.az/qanunvericilik/qaydalar/3/ictimai-birliklr-respublika-idman-federasiyasi-statusunun-verilmsi-ucun-onlarin-dovlt-akkreditasiyasi-qaydasi�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.mys.gov.az/en/institutions/olympic-facilities" �https://www.mys.gov.az/en/institutions/olympic-facilities�


� � HYPERLINK "https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QlY8F7VnwfTRRBg27rSr9zywsP3tYfJL/view?usp=sharing" \t "_blank" �https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QlY8F7VnwfTRRBg27rSr9zywsP3tYfJL/view?usp=sharing�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/azedeaf/" �https://www.facebook.com/azedeaf/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/156405024940869?referrer=whatsapp" �https://www.facebook.com/156405024940869?referrer=whatsapp� 






