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BEST PRACTICE 1: IIMA ITALY 
Milan (Italy): Living in Lombardy at the time of the Covid-19
Students of Mary Help of Christians Institute Bonvesin in Milan, Lombardy, carried out a social research project to transform isolation into opportunity (10 April 2020) 
The difficult Coronavirus emergency situation, with the suspension of classroom teaching activity, using instead distance video lessons, has not dampened the desire to learn and innovate of the students of the 5th Level Human Sciences High School of Mary Help of Christians Institute in Milan via Bonvesin de la Riva, of the Salesian Sisters (IIMA) of Lombardy Province who, coordinated by Prof. Samuel Ferrarese, carried out a social research project.
The aim of the project is to analyze the perceptions, thoughts, and behaviors of those who, living in the Lombardy region highly affected by the Coronavirus pandemic, are experiencing this emergency health situation at the forefront.
Through the use of an online questionnaire, the young people were able to analyze the progress of some personal variables, such as the individual perception of the emergency, and other relational variables, such as the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on interpersonal relationships.

The research involved males and females from 14 years of age, reached through social networks with the proposal to fill in the questionnaire. The response was beyond expectations, with 4105 questionnaires returned.

The students analyzed the data statistically and are communicating the results of the research through short videos accessible to everyone, which describe how the population is facing the Covid-19 emergency from a health, personal, relational, and technological point of view.

“Human and Social Sciences – says Professor of Human Sciences Samuel Ferrarese – are a useful tool to look at the world critically, to reflect on reality, and make the best decisions for the future of each and every one. We could not fail to grasp this situation of social isolation to transform it into an opportunity to ‘make sense’ of what is studied at the school desks.”
The Mathematics Professor of the class, Sara Gobbi, adds: “Mathematical/statistical disciplines are not always seen as strictly necessary for psychological and social analysis. In this process, the students perceived the ‘strength’ of the statistical process to confirm or deny some intuitions to be verified.”
On the Channels of Facebook  (imabonvesin) and lnstagram (imabonvesinmilano) of IIMA Bonvesin, the video-synthesis with the research results are accessible.
Link: https://www.cgfmanet.org/ifma/educazione/vivere-in-lombardia-al-tempi-del-covid-19/
BEST PRACTICE 2: IIMA URUGUAY

Montevideo (Uruguay): Educational Synergy in the time of Covid-19

The educational realities of the IIMA Uruguay are activated to maintain contact with students and families (26 March 2020)
In this period of social isolation due to coronavirus, IIMA Salesian Sisters of Uruguay launched proposals and initiatives to continue communicating with students and families, teachers, and other members of the Educating Communities
.
Since 2013, work has been carried out in various communities via the Moodle platform, allowing each Center to manage its own virtual classrooms. Today in this health contingency, which caused the closure of the educational centers, the different teams of directors and teachers have set to work to continue their lessons, taking advantage of a resource already known and used by various educators.

First, tutorials and user manuals were sent to each educator, then adaptable proposals were requested to be sent to the different teaching sectors of each educational center.

Creativity, solidarity, the availability of educators and teachers to work from home have been the winning keys to reach all the families and this has allowed us to get close, see each other, listen to each other, interact, and enjoy shared spaces, despite the distances.

This time, the Social networks have been put at the service of life. Technology also favored the good performance of the project, as most of the country has 5G coverage and this has made it possible to send tasks and proposals.

From this idea of closeness came other initiatives throughout the IIMA presences in Uruguay:  from the IIMA local communities that prepare positive messages, reflections, songs to the sharing  of photo galleries or creative activities and socialize them on the Web for the students and their family.

Here are some links to the social pages of the IIMA schools and local communities in Uruguay and find out about their various initiatives:

– Colegio “María Auxiliadora” – Canelones – Facebook
– Colegio “San José” – Liceo y Magisterio “María Auxiliadora” – Las Piedras – Facebook – Instagram
–  Instituto “María Auxiliadora” – IMA – Montevideo –  Facebook – Instagram
– Colegio “Ntra Sra de Luján” – Montevideo – Facebook – Instagram
– Colegio “San José” – Colón – Facebook – Instagram
– Instituto “Dr. Andrés Pastorino” – Colón – Facebook – Instagram
– Colegio “María Auxiliadora” – Juan Lacaze – Facebook
– Colegio “Ntra Señora de los Treinta y Tres” – Treinta y Tres – Facebook
– Club de Niños “Rincón Don Bosco” – Rivera – Facebook
Link: https://www.cgfmanet.org/ifma/educazione/sinergie-educative-in-tempo-di-covid-19/
BEST PRACTICE 3: IIMA BRAZIL

Campos dos Goytacazes, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: Solidarity Network as Alternative Learning Experience 

CENSA Higher Education Institutes (ISECENSA) create a solidarity network to meet the needs of health workers and the people of the Rio de Janeiro Region. 10 April 2020

Campos dos Goytacazes (Brazil) In the face of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Higher Institutes of the Educational Center of Mary Help of Christians (ISECENSA) are taking action to make their contribution. 

The teachers of the Nursing and Physiotherapy courses, in voluntary form, joined together as “Formiguinhas do Bem” for the production of protective gowns and facial masks to be donated to the health care workers of Campos dos Goytacazes and of the Region of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil ). In a first phase, a group of 300 seamstresses made the gowns using the material collected by the teachers and the university campus community. Subsequently, the ISECENSA laboratories dealt with packaging and sterilization. “The use of the autoclave guarantees the sterilization of the material that will be used by the professionals who are at the forefront in the treatment of coronavirus patients” – explains Felipe Jorge, coordinator of the Physiotherapy course.

The courses in Architecture, Urban Planning, and Production Engineering also joined the initiative: within the laboratory, students and teachers produce facial screens using 3D printers and laser cutting. According to Pompílio Reis, coordinator of the Production Engineering course, “Facial screens comply with the standards and requirements of ANVISA (Brazilian health regulatory agency) and contribute at this time to the need for PPE (personal protective equipment) in hospitals.”
“Everyone’s commitment is fundamental to face this moment. Our intention is to keep up production while we are inside the pandemic”- says the coordinator of the Nursing Course, Aline Marques. ISECENSA’s attention is also towards the economy, which is very affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. In this direction, a CENSA partner is collecting food through the students’ parents, to create and distribute basic food packages for the Tamarindo community. Local residents are essentially day laborers and street vendors who are currently in isolation and cannot work. The hygiene and cleaning materials were also donated to the Monsignor Severino Center and food to the Congregation of the Redemptorist Sisters, who distribute daily meals to the homeless. “By following our founders Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello as an Educating Community, we are in solidarity with our brothers and sisters” – says Sister Rosa Idalia Pesca, director of CENSA.

Through social networks, there are also proposals for physical exercises, readings, courses, motivational videos, online teaching, discussion groups, artistic performances of students and others. All the teachers of the courses participate by publishing content with respect to their area. The material is collected in a newsletter, called the P&D Bulletin, available not only for students and teachers, but also for outsiders, as a resource to face this period of isolation.

“As Salesian educators, we follow the principle of solidarity and we must not neglect this unique moment that we are experiencing. We must stay strong to overcome this crisis and this will only be possible with everyone’s participation. We are not physically close, but we are united “– said Elizabeth Landim, deputy director of CENSA and ISECENSA.

“We believe that from this common commitment we will emerge stronger and richer in Christian humanism…” says Sister Suraya Chaloub, director of ISECENSA.
Links: https://www.cgfmanet.org/en/infosphere/citizenship/solidarity-network/
http://www.isecensa.edu.br/postagem/psicologia-debate-o-luto-em-tempos-de-covid-19
http://www.isecensa.edu.br/postagem/atendimento-na-clinica-escola-maria-auxiliadora
http://www.isecensa.edu.br/postagem/solidariedade-e-engajamento-em-tempo-de-coronavirus
RIO DE JANEIRO (IIMA BRAZIL) 

ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO MAINTAIN ACCESS TO EDUCATION DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
The IIMA educators of the project for children in street situation Villagindo of the Salesian Sisters of Cachoeiro de Itapemirim, are involved in producing Online activities with messages of support and hope to encourage responsibility and productivity, to furnish health information, and to try to reduce the effects of idleness on the children and young people.  Each day, an educator gives a message of hope (which in IIMA educational settings is called “good morning” talk/message), while others publish cultural games, playful activities, narrations, testimonies, contests, etc.  The educators are also dedicated to making protective masks and homemade soap to donate them to the families of the Project beneficiaries.  In addition, Villagindo made available a social assistant to support the families and clarify doubts about the Pandemic.

Link: https://www.upv.org.br/noticias/28
BEST PRECTICE 4: IIMA ITALY 

Rome (Italy) #we want to go to school (#vogliamofarescuola)

This is the slogan chosen by the Federation of Catholic Primary and Secondary Schools  (FIDAE)to launch a path of collaboration between schools, local authorities, and Catholic institutions in view of reopening the schools in Italy. 5 May 2020
The Italian Center of Salesian Female Schools/Works (CIOFS/Scuola) adheres to the campaign #vogliamofarescuola (#we want to go to school) promoted by FIDAE in Italy. FIDAE is a Federation of primary and secondary Catholic Schools, dependent or recognized by the Ecclesial Authorities, promoted by the Congregation for Catholic Education, the school and the University of the Vatican, and recognized by Italy’s Ministry of Education and the Italian Episcopal Conference. 
We want to go to school is the slogan chosen to launch a path of collaboration between schools, local authorities, and Catholic institutions in view of reopening the parity schools in Italy.

This time of the Covid-19 pandemic was very laborious for parity schools in Italy, where alongside distance learning, we began to think not only about how to get back to school safely, but how to re-motivate the deepest value of the school – students, teachers, and families.

We want to go to school means gathering the desire of all the students of Italy who in these two months, with a spirit of sacrifice and dedication, have followed courses of study through Distance Learning, discovering many new ways of having lessons.
We want to go to school is also the desire of all the teachers who have adapted to the new ways of teaching and have also sought to overcome barriers and obstacles to keep faith in their mission and to continue to transmit knowledge to the new generations.
We want to go to school means trying to put together a Manifesto of the school we dream of, to go to the roots of our educative experience and also to open ourselves to new perspectives (environment, digital culture, connective intelligence, empathy).
CIOFS/School of the Salesian Sisters (IIMA – Italy) is promoted by the Juridical Entity C.I.O.F.S. (Italian Center of Salesian Feminine Works).  It has its legal headquarters in Rome, Italy and carries out tasks of coordination, formation of personnel, technical and planning assistance, connections with national and European networks and organizations. It works in the educational-scholastic field, never losing sight of the many changing demands in the social-cultural context, the educational-formative-professional needs of the young. It dialogues with the actual culture and interacts with agencies dedicated to youth in whatever situation and capacity they are into. It is inspired by the Christian anthropology of St. John Bosco and renders actual its choice for the cultural promotion of the working classes, seeking to best develop all the potential of the person in a clear plan of personal life and of full social citizenship. 
Link: https://www.ciofs-scuola.org/
SOME BEST PRACTICES TO HELP CHILDREN COPE WITH THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

BEST PRACTICE 5: IIMA KOREA

Seoul (Korea): The Love Vaccine - Sungmi Nursery School

There are many initiatives of solidarity and closeness to deal with the coronavirus epidemic that has spread everywhere. March 14, 2020

All over the world there are many initiatives of solidarity and closeness to face the coronavirus epidemic that has now spread everywhere.
In the Sungmi Nursery School in Seoul (Korea), the Principal, Sister Gemma Lee had a meeting with the 6-year-old children to explain what was happening with the Coronavirus situation. After the dialogue, a child raising his hand, thought that as doctors and researchers were studying for a vaccine to help heal coronavirus sufferers, they too could commit to looking for a vaccine and so they created the Love Vaccine.
Loving more, being happy, knowing how to thank for everything, forgiving each other, supporting each other, giving courage together. The invitation is to get infected by the Love Vaccine to be “a fire of hope and light” right now.

THE LOVE VACCINE
· Are you feeling sad? Tomorrow will be a happy day.

· Do you feel annoyed? Your smile is splendid!

· When you are in a good mood: laugh as much as today.

· When you have an irritated mind: laugh ha, ha, ha, we like [persons] who laugh.

· When your heart is discouraged: think, I love you, thank you.

· When you feel suffocated: meet Jesus who is present in prayer.

· When you feel distressed: imagine a child laughing.

· When you feel alone: God is beside you.

· When you don’t feel like getting up in the morning, think: every day is a gift.

· When the heart closes in you: remember that in your heart there is the seed of courage.

· When you have difficulties: take courage.

· When you quarreled with your sister/brother: believe she/he loves you.

Link: https://www.cgfmanet.org/en/ifma-en/education/the-love-vaccine/
BEST PRACTICE 6: IIMA ITALY

Rome: Covid-19: A video story for the littlest ones (30 March 2020)

A group of trainees from the Pontifical Faculty of Education Sciences "Auxilium" in Rome make a video story to help Primary School children live the time of Covid-19 well.

Rome (Italy) A group of trainees from the Pontifical Faculty of Education Sciences “Auxilium” in Rome questioned themselves about how teachers and parents can help pupils live the challenge of the moment well: the Covid-19 emergency.

“Coronello il virus monello” is the title of the video story made by Dr. Daniele Wlderk and by Dr. Flavia Ianni and Caterina Lanza, graduates in Educational Psychology and engaged in the post-graduate training internship, under the supervision of Professor Manuela Scendoni, Professor of the Laboratory of structured psycho-diagnostic techniques. The graphics creator of the characters in the story is Gabriele of the Year.

Through a story animated by amusing characters, the children are urged to live and re-elaborate in positive terms the emotions linked to this moment of health emergency which forces families to live in a situation of social isolation.  The Video is a psychoeducational tool that can help parents manage their children’s moods, destabilized by the interruption of their usual routine.

In fact, the emergency has made families face worries, fear, and isolation.  It is a time of closure to others, of forced distancing, of unexpressed hugs and affections, but also a time in which to rediscover that we are constant communication and connection, that the absence of the other is the face, the smile, the embrace that we miss, the void that we would like to fill, which makes us nostalgic. They are feelings, emotions that should not be undervalued, neither by adults nor by children.

Flavia Ianni, Daniele Wlderk, and Caterina Lanza worked with the SOCPE psycho-pedagogical team, which works at “Mary Help of Christians School” of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians of the Jesus Nazarene Community of Rome, St. John Bosco Province (IRO).

The SOCPE team is a group of professionals made up of alumni of the Pontifical Faculty of Educational Sciences «Auxilium» in Rome that in its work respects the anthropological approach, based on a Christian vision of the person for their total fulfillment and the Salesian tradition, paying particular attention to the education of young people. All initiatives are aimed to prevent discomfort, to formation, and to increasing the skills of the child, adolescent, and adult.

Link:   https://www.cgfmanet.org/en/infosphere/educommunication/covid-19-a-video-story-for-the-littlest-ones/
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� For the Istituto Internazionale Maria Ausiliatrice (IIMA) Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco, the “Educating Community is the basic element that ensures effective educational action and responds in a practical way to the questions and needs of the younger generations. Convergence and continuity of interventions are sought in a way that involves young people, educators, and parents in a Christian educational project according to the style of the Salesian charism” (Congregation of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMA), That They May Have Life and Have It to the Full. Guidelines for the Educational Mission of the FMA, n.58)
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