

Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE CULTURAL DIMENSION OF THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION

Special Rapporteur on the right to education
1. Provide information on how the issue of respect for cultural diversity and cultural rights of each person in your country is reflected in the school curricula (legislative, institutional and political framework and implementation).

· The issue was addressed in the curriculum in general and the curriculum for Social Education in particular. Many aspects addressed the issue of respect for cultural diversity and cultural rights through the provision of knowledge texts, activities, and articles of the Jordanian constitution. A full focus was singled out in the national and civic education theme of co-existence.
· The curriculum in Jordan also addresses issues related to respecting the culture of others, regardless of their religious beliefs, nationalities, and ideas. It also deals with respecting others, respecting the opinion and the other opinion, and rejecting violence and extremism in all its forms.
· The Ministry of Education teaches the English language as a basic subject at all School levels, allowing students to open up and learn about other cultures, facilitate their communication with the outside world, and enhance their respect for the cultural diversity surrounding them.

2. Provide information on how to deal with the issue of respecting cultural diversity and cultural rights for everyone in your country in setting the school system and schools (legislative, institutional and political framework and implementation).

· Article six of the Jordanian Constitution and its amendments of 1952 states that (Jordanians shall be equal before the law with no discrimination between them in rights and duties even if they differ in race, language or religion.). Accordingly, all legislations regulating the educational process came as general legislations that apply to all Jordanians equally and there is no discrimination between them on the religious, sectarian, or other grounds. In this context, the Education Act and its amendments No. 3 of 1993 gave private educational institutions the right to study curricula and textbooks for subjects other than those to be taught in government schools, provided the approval of the Council (the Council of Education composed according to this law). Private educational institutions were also given the right, in particular cases which only decided by the ministry to have an extra day off (for example Sunday instead of Saturday). It is understood from these texts that the schools of congregations are given the right to teach additional textbooks related to their religion or history, provided to the prior approval of the Ministry

· Article (19) of the Jordanian constitution also stipulates Congregations shall have the right to establish and maintain their own schools for the education of their own members provided that they comply with the general provisions of the law and be subject to the Government control in their curricula and orientation.
· The Ministry is implementing many projects aimed at promoting a culture of diversity and respect for others, for example the "e-twinning" project which is implemented by the Ministry of Education in partnership with "Madrasati" initiative in several public and private schools. The e-twinning program is an interactive program through a system and a secure learning platform for teachers targeting students of all age groups on learning seats. The program seeks to increase awareness and understanding between European countries and the Arab world by integrating innovated technology in the educational process. Through this platform, young people in Europe meet with their peers in the Arab world, for deliberating and negotiating with a special account for the teacher. In order to discuss similarities and differences, learn about each other's cultures, and understand their peers on the other side of the world.

The program consists of direct interactive electronic activities between teachers and students in Europe and students in the Arab world. The project also focuses on building an interactive curriculum based on projects related to the curriculum. This is done through selecting lessons and topics agreed upon by teachers, which would build cultural understanding through open dialogue and project-based learning.
3. Clarify to what extent does the actions described above are related not only to the question of languages in education (briefly clarifying context and providing details about the Country language policy), but also to the arts, heritage, science, history, values, religions or world views and ways of life of all their diversities. 

· The philosophy of education is based on the Jordanian Constitution, where article (2) of the Jordanian Constitution states that (Islam is the religion of the State and Arabic is its official language), also in the constitution in article (6) which states that "Jordanians shall be equal before the law. There shall be no discrimination between them as regards to their rights and duties on grounds of race, language or religion". The Constitution also requires that "The State shall safeguard the free exercise of all forms of worship and religious rites in accordance with the customs observed in the Kingdom, unless such is inconsistent with public order or morality" in accordance with article (14) of the Constitution. 

· Some foreign languages are taught in Jordan through some private schools, and Jordanian laws do not prohibit teaching any language in Jordanian schools. There are many schools that teach French, German, and other languages.  Non-Jordanian students of all nationalities are also integrated into schools classrooms, as they are equal in rights and duties as their Jordanian peers, as well as opening of private sections and centers for the displaced. 

· The curriculum addresses various examples of the world's cultures as appropriate in the context of the main topic matter of the taught subject.  The Ministry also teaches curricula of history, arts, and science, with including and taking into account cultural diversity.  

4. Identify special and specific difficulties encountered in ensuring a high-quality and integrated education that allows cultural diversity and cultural rights to flourish for everyone at the same time. 

· The process of developing the curriculum is an ongoing process that does not stop, and therefore the process of integration is ongoing. There are no specific difficulties but to continue the process of capacity-building for the people working in this field.  

5. Have specific mechanisms been established for consultation and ensuring the participation of stakeholders, particularly the population concerned, and parents, in order to have better understanding and effectiveness in the right to education, including its cultural dimension?  Where is the voice of children given in this context? 

· The process of textbooks writing is done through national teams from different regions of the Kingdom, and The Managing Directorate of Curricula and Textbooks receives any new notes that could help in developing the educational content, but the communication process with students and parents is usually done through schools (although The Managing Directorate of Curricula and Textbooks receives notes from parents) However, in general, the communication process with school directorates is taking place. 
· The Ministry of Education has launched the School and Directorate Development Program (SDDP), which fosters decentralization at directorates and schools, particularly with regard to the development and improvement of schools through active participation of the local community and supporters.
One important element related to this project is the educational development council in each educational directorate which is responsible for establishing a true partnership between schools and the local community, benefiting from partnership relations and local community experiences in meeting the needs of the development school,  mobilizing support and developing material and moral resources for the school, establishing a culture of dialogue and transparency in identifying needs and making data-based decision-making and spreading the culture of cooperation and volunteering for the school and the local community. 

The council is formed from the local community, parents, Students Parliament and schools Principals.
· Many programs have been launched at the Ministry of Education related to the training of parents for a better understanding of children's rights of learning, for example the "The Adventures of “My color, My Balloon” Festival, which includes plays and interactive stories directed to parents in order to enhance and promote positive practices in dealing with children. 

6. What recommendations should be left to the Country and stakeholders in this regard?

· Developing an ongoing capacity-building programs for individuals, and enroll them in training courses. 

· Holding art, sports, and cultural competitions for students of different nationalities. 

· Holding joint meetings of parents of different nationalities with Jordanian parents that include dialogs and discussions to learn about the different cultures of participants. 

· Enhancing the participation of the Country in regional, Arab and international cultural competitions.  

