Ljubljana, April 2016
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes on the issue of the rights of the child with respect to hazardous substances and wastes – Input by SLOVENIA

1.
Slovenia has introduced human biomonitoring as a legal provision in the Chemicals Act and recently finished the first round of the National Biomonitoring Program (NHBMP) which lasted seven years. Chemicals which were analysed are toxic metals (Pb, Cd, Hg) and persistant organic pollutants. The results of biomonitoring will, among others, provide data on the exposure of new born babies through breastfeeding. Preliminary results of analysis show that measured concentrations do not exceed the average level in other EU countries from which biomonitoring data are available. A comprehensive report with an evaluation of data will be published at the Website of the Ministry of Health in a short time. 

Additional parameters and groups, including children, will be included in the NHBMP in the following rounds.

2.
Slovenia implements the EU legislation in the area of Risk assessment of Chemicals, Plant Protection Products and Biocides.  Exposure to substances in childhood is taken into account in specific guidelines where assessment process is described. 

3.
The best interest of the child is one of most used article in the CRC and all relevant governmental bodies strive to achieve the best possible conditions for children to grow up. The national policy actions need to strive to the health equity which means that every child is able to reach his or her health potential and that no individual is in an unequal position regarding the reaching of this potential due to inequalities in socioeconomic determinants or environmental conditions. 

A healthy and clean environment is very highly valued by Slovenian citizens and the right to a healthy living environment is enshrined in the Constitution and regulated by the Environment Protection Act, which was adopted on 22 April 2004 and last amended in October 2013. The amendments were intended to rectify certain violations noted by the European Commission and to bring the act up to date with current trends and insights and the state of the global environment. The amended act is a step forward towards greater public influence on the regulation of environmental issues. The Government's main strategic environment tasks are environment protection and prevention of degradation by means of planning policies and measures to guarantee quality ambient air, especially in areas where permitted levels of pollutants have been persistently exceeded, with considerable progress having been made. The Government also strives to conserve the ecosystems, nature and water resources, including access to drinking water by completing the water supply network and waste management infrastructure. Special concern is devoted to the sustainable use of natural resources and the promotion of sustainable production and consumption.

Slovenia promotes the sustainable development in agriculture and rural development, which will result in greater health conditions for all children, food security, with increased food production and self-sufficiency, together with the preservation of natural resources and their sustainable management.
Slovenia has in place a wide range of general and specific measures to prevent the exposure of children to chemicals. REACH Regulation, as the most comprehensive among the general measures, provides for limitations and bans of use of certain chemicals to the general public.  Furthermore, rules on classification and labelling provide a comprehensive tool for safe handling of chemicals and reducing exposure. 

Specific measures include, among others, toy safety rules which provide for chemical exposure prevention.  Provisions for reduction of exposure and risk from cosmetics ingredients to children are also included in the cosmetics regulation, etc.

These measures are complemented and supported by other projects in the area of chemical safety. One of the most important achievements is the inclusion of chemical-safety educational and awareness raising topics in the primary schools' and kinder gardens' curricula. In 2011, Slovenia adopted a National Strategy for Health of Children in Relation to the Environment, defining chemicals and environment as one of the four priority areas for action.

In 2012 the Government of the Republic of Slovenia adopted the National Strategy for Children and Youth Environmental Health 2012-2020. The Strategy was prepared by the inter-ministerial working group for implementing the commitments of the 5th Ministerial Conference of the World Health Organization's Regional Committee for Europe on the Environment and Health. This Strategy serves as the basis for adopted Action Plan for implementation of Strategy for Children and Youth Environmental Health 2012-2020 that defines the specific tasks of the ministries and stakeholders in Republic of Slovenia until 2020. 

The Action Plan includes activities that will help to reduce important public health problems among children and adolescents by prevention of diseases due to chemical, biological and physical risk factors.  

ACTIVITIES under Target - Prevention of diseases due to chemical, biological and physical risk factors are:

-
The drafting of proposals for harmonised classification of chemicals those are particularly dangerous for children and adolescents.

-
Coordination and implementation of human biomonitoring in the Republic of Slovenia, data analysis and informing the public.

-
Biomonitoring upgrade with respect to the potential effects of chemicals on children and adolescents. 

-
The creation of a single database on biomonitoring as a basis for public health improvement measures.

-
The preparation of measures to reduce "new risks" posed by specific groups of chemicals (including endocrine disruptors and nanomaterials) at EU and national levels (motions for authorisation, restrictions and prohibitions).

-
Monitoring the use of chemicals in cosmetic products, toys and items of general use; drafting proposals for risk management measures (tattoos, etc.).

-
Toxicovigilance – the establishment of a national information point and the systematic monitoring of the consequences of the use of hazardous chemicals and the doctrine of the integration of the environmental history.

-
Awareness-raising and the education of children and parents, health professionals and employees in educational institutions regarding the handling and storage of chemicals, biocidal products and phytopharmaceuticals, the methods to reduce children's exposure to nanoparticles and health hazards.

-
The promotion of the safe removal of asbestos roofs through awareness-raising in accordance with regulations.
