REPUBLIC
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR

GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF GENDER EQUALITY

DEPARTMENT OF EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

ΤEL.: 2131511137  FAX: 2103231316  E-mail: geopapag@isotita.gr
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On enhancing the participation of women in decision-making, we inform you that in the National Action Plan for Gender Equality 2016-2020 (NAPGE), there is a separate priority axis for increasing the participation of women in decision-making. More specifically, the objectives and measures considered are:

A. Acceleration of equal participation of women in all areas of public and professional life, particularly in decision-making positions in parliament and in local/regional government. The proposed measures relate to legislation and institutional interventions to enhance the effectiveness of quotas, study on operation and impact of existing quotas (Gender impact assessment), creation of an online catalog and database of women MPs that have emerged in governmental positions of responsibility from the foundation of Greek State.
 
B. The elimination of discrimination against women and ensuring gender equality in political and public life, with promotional activities and publicity of the Convention, the Optional Protocol and the CEDAW Committee General Recommendations, the integration of the gender dimension in Standing Orders, information and awareness for democratic parties to implement interventions and action plans increasing the participation of women, enrichment of the media agenda with issues of gender equality and awareness in sexism in politics.
 
C. Policies for the balanced participation of women in elections. The proposed measures are: information and awareness campaign to increase women's participation in local/regional elections (2019), the creation of networking and collaboration platform for enhancing women's participation in local and regional government, ensuring permanent and stable operation of the Office for Gender Equality municipalities (KEDE & ENPE) and information and awareness campaign to increase women's participation in elections to the European parliament (2019).
 
D. Develop the capacity and skills of women to actively participate in processes and decision-making and in leadership positions with measures such as: training programs, strengthening and development of elected women’ skills and candidates for local and regional elections (2019) and the election of the European Parliament (2019), to strengthen women's / feminist organizations for their active participation in the empowerment of women and special groups of women (implementing mentoring programs, implementation of training programs and empowerment of young women) and the creation of networks of women (elected networks, elected in positions of responsibility, experts, etc.).                        
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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 33/22 
1. Fighting Hate Speech and Incitement to Violence, as a means of equal participation in political and public affairs.
          With a view to strengthening the country’s criminal anti-racism legislation and adjusting the relevant legislative framework with EU Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA, Law 927/1979 was amended by Law 4285/2014. According to the latter, acts, such as: a) public incitement to acts or activities, which may result to discrimination, hatred or violence against individuals or groups of individuals defined by reference to race, colour, religion, descent, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability, in a manner which endangers public order or threatens life, liberty or physical integrity of the abovementioned persons, b) the establishment of or participation in an organization or union of persons of any kind systematically pursuing the commission of the abovementioned acts, and c) the act of publicly condoning, trivializing or maliciously denying the commission or seriousness of crimes of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, the Holocaust and Nazi crimes, recognized by decisions of international courts or the Hellenic Parliament, under the circumstances prescribed by this Law, are punishable. According to article 81A, inserted in the Penal Code by the above – mentioned law, the commission of any offence on racist grounds (race, colour, religion, descent, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability, gender identity and, recently added, gender characteristics) constitutes an aggravating circumstance leading to penalty enhancement.
          Furthermore, by Law 4411/2016 Greece has ratified the Council of Europe’s (CoE) Cybercrime Convention and its Additional Protocol concerning the criminalisation of acts of a racist and xenophobic nature committed through computer systems. 
                  Finally, Law 4356/2015 provided for the establishment of a “National Council against Racism and Intolerance” (ESRM) with the participation, inter alia, of NGOs and other actors of civil society. Among its main goals is the drafting of an Integrated National Action Plan against Racism and Intolerance.
2. Equal Treatment as a means of equal participation
          Along with Law 927/1979 as mentioned above, Law 4443/2016 amended Law 3304/2005 on the implementation of equal treatment between persons irrespectively of racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation. The new law creates a single, clear and legally robust application of the principle of equal treatment in accordance with the case law of the European Court of Justice. Most importantly, the new bill assigns overall powers to the Greek Ombudsman, (an independent authority according to the Greek Constitution) to receive and examine complaints on discrimination in public and private sector.

3. Freedom of expression and access to information
          The Greek Constitution stipulates for the freedom of expression on its article 14, which provides that

 “1. Every person may express and propagate his thoughts orally, in writing and through the press in compliance with the laws of the State. 

2. The press is free. Censorship and all other preventive measures are prohibited.

3. The seizure of newspapers and other publications before or after circulation is prohibited. Seizure by order of the public prosecutor shall be allowed exceptionally after circulation and in case of: 

a) an offence against the Christian or any other known religion, 

b) an insult against the person of the President of the Republic, 

c) a publication which discloses information on the composition, equipment and set-up of the armed forces or the fortifications of the country, or which aims at the violent overthrow of the regime or is directed against the territorial integrity of the State, 

d) an obscene publication which is obviously offensive to public decency, in the cases stipulated by law…”.
          The protection field of the article 14, refers to the freedom of press, in all its aspects and the freedom of information.
4. Peaceful assembly
         According to article 11 of the Greek Constitution
“1. Greeks shall have the right to assemble peaceably and unarmed.
 2. The police may be present only at outdoor public assemblies. Outdoor assemblies may be prohibited by a reasoned police authority decision, in general if a serious threat to public security is imminent, and in a specific area, if a serious disturbance of social and economic life is threatened, as specified by law”.

5. Access to Justice
          In Greece, persons with low income may request free legal aid. Victims of certain crimes (domestic violence, slavery, trafficking in human beings, kidnapping and other serious crimes, children victims of rape, sexual exploitation, etc.) are provided with free legal aid irrespective of their income. In such a case, a lawyer is appointed to the person concerned, who will represent him and will receive payment by the State. Any other legal information needed, will be available to the person concerned by the competent persons of the authorities (e.g Prosecutors). Likewise, victims of torture and other violations of human dignity, discrimination, crimes against life, freedom, sexual dignity, sexual exploitation, etc. with a low income have the right to a counsel appointed by the state for filing a criminal complaint and participating in the criminal proceedings against the perpetrators. Detainees with low income may request free legal aid as well.

 

          Furthermore, victims of all crimes prosecuted ex officio, all beneficiaries of free legal aid, as well as victims of sexual exploitation, trafficking, domestic violence and hate speech, as criminalized by the law, are exempted from the obligation to pay a fee for the initiation of criminal proceedings. In addition, according to Law 4251/2014, art. 51 (3) as regards trafficking victims during the reflection period the competent prosecution, judicial and police authorities shall, in accordance with the relevant provisions, give priority, for the protection and safety of those victims, to the provision of translation and interpreting services where they have no knowledge of the Greek language, for their information regarding their rights and the services provided, as well as for the provision of all necessary legal assistance. 

          The Code of Criminal Procedure also provides for the extraordinary legal remedy of the reopening of a case, where a judgment of the European Court of Human Rights has found a breach of the right to a fair trial or of any other substantive provision of the European Convention on Human Rights (Law 2865/2000). The same applies to procedures before all the jurisdictions: administrative, penal and civil (Article 16 of Law 4446/2016 and Art. 29 of Law 4491/2017).
          Furthermore, in Greece there are certain good practices, concerning the training of judges, prosecutors and lawyers on innovative topics, that have the potential to facilitate access to justice for the aforementioned vulnerable groups, such as 
1. Training programs on the right of access to justice for persons with disabilities and several workshops, concerning the protection of persons with disabilities, conducted by the National School of Judges. 
(http://www.esdi.gr/nex/images/stories/pdf/23_seira/23_proto_stadio_eis.pdf
2. The Hellenic Ministry of Justice signed, on May 19, 2016, a cooperation agreement with the Greek Ombudsman, in order to, inter alia, improve the living conditions of prisoners, the protection of prisoners' rights and ensure transparency and accountability in the Detention Facilities. Furthermore, a Deputy Ombudsman participates in the training of the detention facilities personnel, pursuant to the aforementioned cooperation agreement
3. The National School of Judges has included in its Study Programme /Direction of Civil, Criminal and Administrative Direction, the teaching of selected thematic Human Rights issues, concerning, for example, the European Convention on Human Rights and the ECtHR case law. Moreover, in the context of continuous training of judges, conferences and workshops are conducted on a regular basis, concerning the protection of fundamental rights.
4. Furthermore, the National School of Judges organizes in collaboration with the Hellenic Council for Refugees, several training seminars on selected issues such as racism, xenophobia, protection of ethnic minorities, protection of persons with disabilities and minors,  and the annual training program of the School  also contains lessons on these issues.
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