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To the attention of  registry@ohchr.org
Further to your query, Italian Authorities are in a position to provide the following information: 
The Basic Law determines the political framework for action and organization of the State. The fundamental elements or structural principles of the Constitutional Law governing the organization of the State are as follows: Democracy, as laid down in Article 1; the so-called personalistic principle, as laid down in Article 2, which guarantees the full and effective respect for human rights; pluralism, within the framework of the value of democracy (Arts. 2 and 5); the importance of work, as a central value of the Italian Community (Arts. 1 and 4); the principle of solidarity (Article 2); the principle of equality, as laid down in Article 3 (it is also the fundamental criterion applied in the judiciary system when bringing in a verdict); the  principles of unity and territorial integrity (Article 5); and above all the relevant principles, including the social state/welfare, rule of law and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of correspondence, freedom of movement, freedom of religion or belief, and freedom of opinion and expression. More importantly, the first Part of the Italian Constitution (1948) is very similar to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Article 48 sets forth as follows: “Any citizen, male or female, who has come of age, is entitled to vote. The vote is personal and equal, free and secret. The exercise thereof is a civic duty. The law lays down the requirements and modalities for citizens residing abroad to exercise their right to vote and guarantees that this right is effective. A constituency of Italians abroad shall be established for elections to the Houses of Parliament; the number of seats of such constituency is set forth in a constitutional provision according to criteria established by law. The right to vote cannot be restricted except for civil incapacity or as a consequence of an irrevocable penal sentence or in cases of moral unworthiness as laid down by law”.  
· Italians permanently living abroad or who were born abroad from Italians, enjoy the right to vote if registered in the electoral register (Art. 48 Constitution); and EU citizens with permanent residence can participate in municipal elections.
· Art. 48 of the Constitution thus envisages: “... A constituency of Italians abroad shall be established for elections to the Houses of Parliament; the number of seats of such constituency is set forth in a constitutional provision according to criteria established by law”, in accordance with Act 459/2001 and DPR 104/2003. Along these lines, Act 52/2015 envisages that citizens temporary staying abroad for a period of at least three months, for working, study or health-care reasons, can request to their Municipality to vote by mail. 

Art. 51 of the Italian Constitution sets forth as follows: “Any citizen of either sex is eligible for public offices and elected positions on equal terms, according to the conditions established by law. To this end, the Republic shall adopt specific measures to promote equal opportunities between women and men. The law may grant Italians who are not resident in the Republic the same rights as citizens for the purposes of access to public offices and elected positions. Whoever is elected to a public function is entitled to the time needed to perform that function and to retain a previously held job”. 
In this regard, following amendments to Art. 51 of the Constitution by Constitutional Law 1/2003, increasing general awareness refers to the need to raise female participation in elective assemblies and political offices. Accordingly, Italy adopted: Act 65/2014 on the European Parliament election and guarantees for women’s representation, including transitional provisions for the 2014 European Parliament election (when voting for up to three candidates, the choice must refer to candidates of both sexes otherwise the third preference will be annulled; lists must equally represent men and women; and representatives of both sexes have to be placed at the top of each list of candidates); and Act 215/2012 promoting gender (re-)balance in the representation in the regional and local Councils and Governments. 

-
As for results achieved after the adoption of Law 65/2014 on the European Parliament election, women within the European Parliament have increased: before the entry into force of the above Law, women parliamentarians were 18 (=25%); afterwards and with the 2014 election, the number has increased to 29 (=39.73%).
-
As for the implementation of Law 215/2012 establishing provisions to promote gender balance in local governments and regional councils, women’s percentage significantly increased: 
· In regional Councils, in 2010 it was equal to 11.9%, whereas, in 2016, women represented on average 18% of regional counsellors. 
· In 2010, women made up for 24.2% of regional governments’ members. In 2016, their percentage was equal to 35%; and two women are regional Presidents (Umbria and Friuli - Venezia Giulia). 
· At the local level (Municipalities), women in local administrations have increased by 38.8%, from 2012 to 2015.
-
Specifically, women’s rate in local Assemblies of Municipalities with over 15,000 inhabitants equals to 30,7%; and 26% in Municipalities with less than 15.000 inhabitants. Women mayors are 1,105 (=14,1%). As for metropolitan cities (Act 56/2014), 43 women out of 194 councillors have been elected as metropolitan councillors in ten metropolitan cities (= 22.2%). 
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