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Geneva, 13 March 2015
1/5- 81 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations at Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
and wishes to refer to its note verbale, dated 16 January 2015, regarding
study on best practices, experiences and challenges and ways to overcome
them with regard to the promotion, protection and implementation of the
right to participate in public affairs in the context of the existing human
rights law pursuant to Human Rights Council’s resolution 27/24.

In this regard, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the replies
of the following different authorities in the Kingdom of Bahrain on the
aforementioned subject:

¢ Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Arabic language

» Public Prosecution, in Arabic language

¢ Information Affairs Authority, in Arabic and English languages
¢ Ministry of Social Development, in Arabic language

¢ Civil Service Bureau, in Arabic language

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurance of its highest consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations Unies

1211 Geneva 10

Fax: +41 22 917.90.08

Email: registry@ohchr.org

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahreln auprés de 'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh
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Response of the Information Affairs Authority:

- The Kingdom of Bahrain’s constitution (articles 23 and 24) emphasizes the freedoms of the press and
expression, provided that these don’t cause prejudice to the unity of the people, orcreatefriction and

sectarianism.

- The law passed by Decree No. 47 in 2002 with regard to regulation of the press, printing and publishing
guarantees the freedom, independence and diversity of the press, the right to establish and release
newspapers, and the free circulation of publications, whatever their political and ideologicalviews may be.
It guaraniees the right of access to information, news and statistics, circulation and flow without
restrictions. Moreover, it protects the right of journalists to practice their profession freely and
independently without intimidation or insult. It alsohelps to prosecute the aggressor with penalties set

according to materials 29-34 of the decree.

- The establishment of the High Authority oflnformation and Communication by Decree No. 47 of 2013.
The Authority wasthen formed by royal decree in June 30, 2013 as an independent entity that consists of
qualified and experiencedMedia, Parliamentary andHuman Rights representatives. The authorityis
currently under preparation to start its role in regulating the information and communication affairsin ail
its forms (written, audio-viswal and electronic, etc..). Moreover, it is there to ensure the freedom of
opinion and expression, away from any governmentaiinterferenceand without restriction, abiding by the
professional and ethical standards established according to the constitution, international treaties and

corrventions and theMedia Charter of Honor, which the high autherity will follow as a code of conduct,

- The Information and Communication law is currently under progress overseen by the both legislative
and executive authorities. This project is comprehensive and more advanced than the current law. It
further enhances the freedom and independence of the media, and is to better define the rules of visual
and audio broadcasting and re-broadcasting, including broadcasting via the Internet. Jt is also set to allow
private organizations to establish their own television and radio stations, as well as opening of branches

of thoseorganization and foreign television and radio in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

- Currently, there are 22 daily/weekly licensed newspapers and magazines, affiliated with private
companies, along with 38 monthly magazines and 9 news websites, all of which function freely and

independently without any governmental interference in their business or editorial policies.

- The Kingdom of Bahrain broadcasts 10 radio stations with various interests, six television channels that

discuss national and public affairs issues with full transparently and accuracy for the public interest,
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without being bias to any political or ideological sectors, with a focus on humanitarian, social, artistic and

entertainmentfeatures.

- There are 860 newsletters and newspapers affiliated with political, civil, social and private associations,
officiaily licensed by the Information Affairs Authority during the years (2000-2014). These function
freely and independently according to the law of political associations No. 26 for 2005 and Decree-Law

Ne. 47 for the year 2002 (compatible with international conventions).

- The Kingdom of Bahrain welcomes foreign media and publications, with the entry of over 787 foreign
newspapers and magazines annually, including 174 newspapers.The Kingdom has traded in
9,326,6830fimported books and publications, withinthe years (2000-2014) alone. Bahrain provides free

access to foreign media in accordance with legal rules and regulations.

- Due to the legat and constitutional right to freedom of expression; no media journalist was subjected to
any sort of arrest, imprisonment, intimidation, oppression or humiliation. The right to press charges

guaranteed for victims of any illegal practices against them in the presence of an independent judiciary,

- The current press law and the new media law {currently being developed) guarantee the right to freedom
of expression, independence and impartiality of the media, without restrictions and within the
professional and ethical controls specified in the Media Charter of Honor,and according to international
conventions. Particularly articles 19 and 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of
1966, which prohibit any calls to violence, hatred, racism andthreats to national security and public
order,or violation of public morals. The Iawmoves to avoiddefaming and discrediting

individuals,violating the sanctity and dignity of others or imposing on their rights.
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