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Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations Office, World

Trade Organization and other International Organizations in Genava
|

No: 99/0HCHR

The Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations and other
international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and referrinq to its NV
from 16 January 2015 has the honor to enclose the reply to the Questionnaire
of the OHCHR on equal participation In political and public affairs. ‘

The Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations Office, World
Trade Organization and other international organizations in Geneva avails itself
of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights at Geneva the assurances of ilfs highest

considerations%_.

Geneva, 27 February 2015
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In terms of Improving. the. social fife of persons with disubilities, when it 10 thelr
participation In political and public 4ife, wt the: presidantial elections held on 7 Apell, 2023th -Mindstyy

of Human ond Minarity Rights, In-couparation with: the NGO sactor; has sucsesifully imglemantad:

the “pllot project” so to providefor visually Impaived snd blind parians the casiary congitons to
realize thelr rigit to.vote by them self and without help, by using the voting patterns.

Follewing’ successiully implementad pilot project, this procedure for exeroling voting right
of bling parsens hus bacome an Integrat part of the Law on Amendments to-tha Law on Election of
Councllors and MPs-in Montgnegre, both In the part of the election material and In - e vobing
procedures. (n the lozal slections, which ware hald In May 2014 In plt Mantanegrin munlepmlities,
this, now legal requirement was fully respacted in cooperstion with the municipal alection

sommissians.

Also, it is-important to nota that parsons with disabilitivs, &2 wall 25 NGOs Mlﬂ%.wfth the
protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, were invoived In the work of sll commithest and
working groups for the developrent of lagiiativa and policy dosuments that dasl with this lssuae,
through a public tander, Afl activities related to education and promotion In the fleld ofsnti
diserimination bahavior and practives, Include pormerships with persons with dizsabiitles e ron-
govarnmental organizations dealing with the protection of their rights. ‘

In order to impreve the nanmative framework that registes the prohlbiton of
discrimination and protection of persons with disbiities, in coursa Is tha preparat
Propasal Law on Prohibition of Discdmination of Pecsons with Dizabilities, which will
uddition. to raspecttor human rights and dignity of persons with disabllities, afso to:aniouriging:
thalr invelvament In olf sphierag of social, ife and achiaving full- equality and sauity in o
sociaty, |

In addition, In this Propeaal Law the probibition of dlscrimination in politienl.and pulile fife is
particularly regulated in terms of preventing, restricting or obstructing acesse, movament, stay and
work at polling stationsby falling to meet accessibility standards, the right to lndependant sid facret
vating, and the right 1o run for, ba nominated and efectad to public offlce. Also, failure to bake.and
fullure to Implement maasures to crante conditions for full and effective participation of persons
with disablitles In the performance of public-functiony, u¢ wall 4% the denin!.or restrietion of the

right t elect and be elecied to the management. budles of publlc institutions; NGOs and gther
nstitutions, and the efficent pecformance.of dutles and public functions wt o1l Ievels of gevararmeant
with the help of technology crmated for helpingparsons - with disabilities, is irad to be
discrimination. under this Law. The fings ranging from 1,500 to 20,000 EUR #re prasmibod fer

performingdiscrimination in mantioned aress.
The adoptian of the Law an frohibition of Discrimination of Persons with Dlsagollltius is

[apRGtad In the seaond quartor af 2018, 1

The Constitution of Montenegra in the Section. 5, the Spaclal » minorty riphts, Article 79,
grants (¢ membars of minority nations and othar minerity natiansl sommuynities the add) 1 et
of rights ine freadoms which can be used indhddustly or In community with others, wherd, smong
other things, provides for the right to use their own longunge and siphaset in private, pubdle and
officlal practice -(paregreph 3); pravides. for condusting préceedings in the longuage of minonty
nations and other minorty natfonal communites before local governmens, public and judicial
authorities In areas with significant participation in the population (paragraph 5); provides for the
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right T In the officinl documents weite:thal name I Hhelr own Isnguage and aiphabet (pur}mm M

provides for-proportional representation I pubiic services, hadles of state governmentiand local

salf-government (paragraph 10); provides for the information In thelr owi [snguspeitsiragraph 11),

Information ebout registration of voters and' elgction process are avaitable bty
languages In‘arens where members-of minority nations and other minority.natioal ot unities
make significant part of the population. Bollots in all election procasses are printed I:}m:mww
languages, predominntly Albsantan, as well as lo Cyrill: 3ad Latin alphabuts,

Accarding to Article 23 of the Framework Convention for the Protection of Nationa)
Minoritles of the Counell of Gurope, tatifiad by Montanagro, *{eihe Partles shall create the donditions
necessary for.the affective: participation of pacsans belonging to nutienal minerities In cul ral, jocial
and economic hfe and in public affairs, In particular those affecting tharn,” |

Also.the Law.on Elaction of Councilors and MPs of Montenegro provides fora rnny:; of tights
oF sftirmative characterfar membars of minority mations and other minority: natlongl o,
Consequently, political parties or groups of vatars feprasenting minority nation or othar! minority
natlonal community, can astablish the elaction lists for the elaction of councliors If it s
with signaturas of at laast 150 virters {othar lists need 0.8% of the numbar of voters In
unit) while for the elaction of MPs the list can be astublished If It is supparted by signatures of ar
lenst 2.000 vaters, The sloction list for the: election of MPs reprasenting minosity nation; er ather
m’lndﬂw-mtima!l‘munltv with participationin tho total populstion of Montenagrs: up 1) 2%, can
be estublished [f it Is- supported by signatures of at: least 300 voters, I terme.of alloiation of
mandates, whora,by the rule arepartisipnting only the alactionlists that hava won ot least 1% of the
votal numbcr of valid vetas In theelection unit, theelction lists of minority nation or other mibgiiey
national community, In case they do not meet this requiremant, snd saparately galn 0,7% of the
valid votes, are entitied te particlpate in the distribution as & singhejoint einction list with {::mtal

Vi

nurmbier of abttined votes, where for the calculation of the mandates. will be considered) vallthe
sum providing up. ta § mandates. This dght is.used ty theelection lists of the members of fpecific «
sama minority nation of the time minerity national community with the partidpation up -t 15% of
the total pepulstion in.the slection unlt, accarding to the tast papulation census. 1

When it .comes ta the Crastisn minarity It Mentenagro, the suld Law snsures that In the
case thart none-of the election lists for the eleetion of MPs belonging to the Croatian natioh da hot
meet the requirement, for distribution of mancstes (nok 3% nor 0.7%), the most successhul
lists, with at least 0,35 % oF tha valld votes, shall bacome.antitied te one manidste, Thisrght ls used
for the alection lists of the membars of spasifiz - same minority nation or the some mirokity rtioml
community with the participation up-to 15% &t the national level and with the participation of 1.5%
up ta 15%.0n the terr|tory of the locul saif-govermment/government,

A3 rugards the Ministry of Human and Mincority Rights, the whale procedure for the clogtion
of slxumbrells insthutions of minerity nation: in Montenegro, namely: the Bosniak, Albanion,
Muslivy, Remu, Sorbien snd Creatisn Natlonal Counclls, which, according to tha Law an Mingrity
Rights and Froedorm are undar the jurisdiction of the Ministry, 15 adopted and Implemonted in
accordance with the needs of membars of mentioned minority nations {forms for registratlon, forms
for voting. the process of application for alasters, ete., are all printed In Albanian, Croatian, Rempni
{anguapge, and in Cyrlllic and Latin.aiphatts), |

Improvement of the situation of the Roma and Sgyptian population and their lelusion: In
sodlety, bs one of the. main objectives of the Strategy to (mprove the situation of the Roma and
Meyntfans, cannot be achlwved without adequats pertislpation of Romp and Egyptian lu and
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wrialt: actvists In public and polivcet Itfe; La. without politlest roprasantation of noml.mmumty_-u?:
specn‘!cu.rlmral‘ and political entity and cormanity. This i an Imponant and neoessary puit-ot-ﬂia
ovirall cultural and sachl emancipation of the Romu ang Egyetian eommunitias, but olso. ety
Importantiand-cancrate factor in the fight-againet Siserimination, for equal treatment of Roma and
‘Egyptians, as individuals and a2 community, |
in this rogard, the Ministsy for Human and Minarity Rights, In coaparttion with state 13
and nen-govarnmenta) arganizations, is condueting series of activities almad at ralsing awa

sbout the Imporance of tha indusian of AR fopulation, eapacially woman, in ducistorrmaking
botiics (committees, counclls, o), '

In the Artisle 18 of the Conttitulen of Mantencero. The dtate-shall gusrantes the qquaim}
of woman andl enand shall develop the poilcy of equal appartunities, ‘

The Gender Equality Act defines metsures te ellminate discrimination based on gander amJg
creation of equat appertunities for wornen and men In alf sreas of sockal lite,

|
Ariicie 18 of thy Constitution of Montenagrs Stpulnces that the state.shall mmnm.M
equality of womar and men and shail dovelap the policy of equal ojpportunities. |

The Gender Equaiity Act defines massures to slimimeta diserimiation. based on gender and
creation of equal opportunities.for womet and rman [0 il sress of sodet lify, |

In the Law an.Elections {2011}, Montenagro-has introduced a 30% quote for woren, biwd h‘
the Law on-Amenciments to the Law on Eleetion of Councitrs and MPs Article 39a, presdicos that inj
order to schieve gender equality prineiplo, on the ist Bt least 30 % of candidates: shall be from
underaepraserted sex, On the electaral list among svery four oandidates in the ordar of the Bst (the!
fiest four pleces, nost four placty and 50 on By the end-of the list) must be at least one qndidate
member of the underrepresented sex. Election Ndt that dets net maet the requirements of;
paragraphs. 1 and 2 of this Artide shall be deemed ncomgtete for progiamatisn of-the slectoral list,|
and-the appllcont of the oleatoral st will be Imted to corroct tw doliciurcies of the list, ml
accordance with this Law. The eloctoral list that does not correct the dafigiencles roferred to In;
pacagraph § of this Articte, the Electoral Commission shall refuse to pracisins the electors! list, mi
aecordance with the law. i

‘the Law on Gender Equality as an affirmative messures in Articls 12 stipulates that “Polftical
paities, with thair ects-defined metheds and measures to achieve cqual representation Gf women
and men In.thelr. bodies, on the conditiates Hts for the.efection of MPs &nd councilers, In the
telécted clubs of MPs-and coundlors, and for the-slacrion to public functions 2t ell levels. ‘
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