Azerbaidjan

Constitution (1995), Article 25 — Right to equality:

I. All people are equal with respect to the law and law court. Il. Men and women
possess equal rights and liberties. Ill. The state guarantees equality of rights and
liberties of everyone, irrespective of race, nationality, religion, language, sex, origin,
financial position, occupation, political convictions, membership in political parties,
trade unions and other public organizations. Rights and liberties of a person, citizen
cannot be restricted due to race, nationality, religion, language, sex, origin, conviction,
political and social belonging.

Constitution (1995), Article 47 - Freedom of Thought and Speech.

Every Person shall have the freedom of Thought and Speech. Nobody shall be forced to
identify or refuse his/her ideas and principles. Propaganda inciting racial, ethnic or
religious animosity or hostility shall be banned.

Criminal Code, Article 283 - Instigating national, racial or religious enmity

1) Actions aimed at instigating national, racial or religious enmity, at debasing national
dignity, as well as at restricting the rights of the citizens or establishing their superiority
based on their national, racial or religious affiliation, if such actions are committed in
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public or using mass media, shall be punishable by a fine in the amount one thousand to
two thousand minimum wages, or restriction of liberty up to three years, or
imprisonment for a term of two to four years.

2) The same actions, if committed:

a. by using force or threatening to use force;

a. by a person by using his or her official position;

c. by an organized group shall be punishable by imprisonment for a term of three to five
years.

Law on Freedom of Religious Faith: Article 1.2 Propagation of religious faith and
religious life style with use or threat of force, and also with the view of raising racial,
national, religious, social hatred and hostility is prohibited »

Code on Election : Article 88.2 -According to criminal code, abusing means of mass media
for advocacy inciting social racial national religious htred and hostility during pre-election
camapign is prohibited.

Law on means of mass media : Article 10 -Using mass media with the aim of advocating
war, violence, and cruelty, national racial social hatred or intolerance is not allowed

Law on Television and Radio Broadcasting Article 11 - State ‘s main functions and
duties : 5.4. supervising the prohinbition of advocacy of terrorism, violence, cruelty,
national racial and religious discrimination.

Article 32 The programs prepared for broadcasting should answer following condituins :
... (5) should not advocate terrorisme, violence, cruelty, nationa reliligious and racial
discrimination
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An enquiry was opened by the Investigation Department of the Ministry of National
Security in December 2004 on the basis of Article 283-1 (incitement to racial hatred)
against an Azerbaijani citizen who translated and published in newspapers and in the
form of a paperback some parts of Hitler’s book “Mein Kampf™. In the framework of the
investigation, experts unequivocally established that the extracts in question advocated
fascist and racist ideologies. However, it was also established that the translator’s goal
was to call the Azerbaijani general public’s attention to the danger of racist ideology for
every society, and that there was no intent to incite to racial hatred. This is why in

February 2005 charges against the concerned person were finally dropped.
[ECRI, Second report on Azerbaijan, adopted on 15 December 2006, CRI(2007)22, § 14]

Une enquéte fut ouverte en décembre 2004 par le Bureau d’enquéte du ministere de la
Sécurité nationale sur la base de l’article 283-1 du code pénal (incitation a la haine
raciale) contre un ressortissant azerbaidjanais qui a traduit et publié dans la presse et sous
la forme d'un livre des extraits du livre d’Hitler « Mein Kampf ». Dans le cadre de cette
enquéte, les experts ont établi sans équivoque que les passages en question pronaient des
idéologies racistes et fascistes. Il a toutefois été établi que 1’objectif du traducteur était
d’attirer D’attention du grand public azerbaidjanais sur le danger que représente
I’'idéologie raciste pour la société, et non d’inciter a la haine raciale. C’est pourquoi les

poursuites ont finalement été abandonnées en février 2005.
[ECRI, Second rapport sur I’Azerbaidjan, adopté le 15 décembre 2006, CRI(2007)22, § 14]
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Supreme Court: http://www .supremecourt.gov.az/?mod=1&c=0&lang=az
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Pans Praes: “Houn crcren Mohkeme-Hilquq Surasmda yeni tayin olunmnus mehlsema sedrlorinin garsismda duran
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TpeSoBalIUTM KoNTIHeITATEOTo | Azathaycan Prezidents fiham Bliyevin 2010-cu il 13 dekabr tarivli Sarancam il yend yaradimg
CyzonporEoscTE regional ar cinayatlar, inzibati-igtisadi, haminin bazi digar mahkamatarin sadebri tayin
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veteranlar, 2010-cu il deleabinn 16-da Glkomizds safarda olan Almaniya Texniki Broskdaghy Camiyyatinin

Sizi Azarbaycan adliyyasicin 90 ik (GTZ) Gurcustan ofisinin program iggisi §alva Papuagvili va Almaniya Tesniki Smakiaghy
yubileyi minasibatis samimi qolbdan  Cammiyyatinin (G TZ) Azarbaycan o fisinin layiha birosunun rshbari Saksir Saferbayov All
b edirarn Mahkamanin Aparat rahbari Blirza Karimovia gerigmiiglar
ULU OND®RIN XATIR®S1 ALI MOHK®MSDS YAD EDILMISDIR
Al Mahlamatta vimummili lider Heydar Bliyevin 12 defsabr satirs ghnin hast olunmus tadbir
Kegirimigiir
Azatbaycan Respublikast Ali Mahkomasinin molumat
Son vaztlar bazi Kitlavi informasiya vasitalarinda Eynulla Fatullayevin isi i alagedar fnsan
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yanls, ictimaiyyatda dizgin olmayan tasavvir yaratmaga yonaliilan malumatiar oz sksind
taprupi,
BLAQD) Azatbaycan niimayands heyati beynalxalq konfransda istirak etmisdir 1(’3}‘%’ FUA
2010-cu il noyabrin 15-17-da Azrbaycan Respublikas: Prezident Administrasiyasias, Mili
Maclisi, Ali Mafisetnani, Beliyya Naziryini, Fovoslada Haller Nazirlyini, Neliyyat Neziliyini, —
Ombudsman Aparatun, Vakilar Kollegiyasin, Almaniya Texniki Bmakrashy Camiyyatini va
mathuatt tamsil edan gen tarkivta mimayands heyati Ukraynann paytazh Kiyev saharinda
“Inzibati mahkoms icraat va inzibati hicueun tathigi tacribasi” mévzusunda kegirian
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Interviews News
To the emnployees of Justice and the  REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GERMAN ACENCY FOR TECHNICAL COOPERATION
Court of the Azerbaijan Republic (GTZ) VISITED THE SUPREME COURT
Dear workers of Justice, judges and On December 16, 2010 Chief of Staff of the Supreme Court of the Azerbaijan Republic Mr.
Veterans, Warmly congralulale you  Alirza Karimov met with local project coortinator of the German Agency for Technical
on the 90 th anniversary of the Cooperation (GTZ) in Georgia Mr. Shalva Papuashvil and project office manager of the
Azerbafant Justice. The justice German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) in Azerbaen M. Shaldr Safarbekov.
[stemin Sptiaunts pich GREAT LEADER WAS COMMEMORATED IN THE SUPREME COURT
story. . This story phich(the On December, 12 Supreme Court of the Azerbafian Republic commemorated our national leader
foundation was laid in the period of Heydar Aliyey,
Azerbagian Democratic Republic,
reflects the struggle of our people for  INFORMATION OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZFRBALJAN
FAGwEe i d o False information ained af creating a saciety misconception of the taicen decisions was The Mz 2
reflectd in some media articles published recently in relation to the resolution of the Plenurm of ’—’fAmi’“;“
the Supreme Court of the Azerbaian Republic from 11 November 2010 in fowo cases against
e 98 L Fatullayev on the basis of the request of the convicted which was entered into the force on 4
October 2010 the European Court of Human Rights on 22 April 2010, as well as in an interview
to his lawyer E. Sadigova.
e Information of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Azerbaijan “‘%f“ |
OAmea! On October, 29, 2010 chairman of the Civil Board of the Supreme Court Nirs. Shalal Gallery
LY. Manmadova met with the delegation headed by the Head of the CIS Obs ervation Mission Mr. -
Yevgeniy Sloboda concerning the elections to the National Assembly.
International Conference related with the elections to the National Assembly (Milli
Madjls) tooks place in the Supreme Court with the Venice Commission 20
Contact; Septernber, 25, Baku. International Conference related with the elections to the National Gallery
Assembly (Ml Madils) took place in the Supreme Court with Venice Commission on
Septernber, 25 -
Chairman of the Supreme Court has a speech on the courses conducted for the chairmen
of District Flectoral Comnissions
Rerention The Cental Eeton Cormmission facomection il the eseculon of the oder of President |
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AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLIKASININ BMT-nin
CENEVRQ $OHIRINDIKI BOLMASI VO
DIGOR BEYNILXALQ TOSKILATLAR
YANINDA DAIMI NOMAYINDPOLLYi

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REFUBLIC OF
AZERBAIJAN TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
AT GENEVA

07, Rue de Lausannc, 1202 Genéve, Suissc E-mail: ionunnp@iproli Tel.: +041 (0) 22901 18 1§ Fax: +041 (0) 22901 18 44

ACl kT
Ne 451/ b bo Q‘i’f‘/’}‘“& _

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the United Nations Office
and other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to transmit herewith
the information on the implementation of the Resolution 2005/3 cntitled “Combating
defamation of religions™ adopted during the 61* session of the UN Commission on
Human Rights.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the United Nations Office
and other intemational organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of it
highest consideration. G

Enclosed: the mentioned information

Geneva, 19 September 2005

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Geneva

OHCHR REGISTRY
22 SEP 2005
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INFORMATION

concerning measures taken by the State Committee of the Republic of
Azerbaijan for the Work with Religious Associations to implement Resolutic
number 2005/3, dated 12.04.2005 on «prevention of Slander with Respect t¢
Religions” adopted by the UN- Commission on Human Rights at6
session.

The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan prevents race discriminatio
xenophobia and propaganda of anti-Semitism within the frames of curre
legislation and international conventions.

In accordance with 26" article of the Conmstitution of the Republic
Azerbaijan, item [II “The State ensures that all citizens of the country enjoy equ
rights despite race, national, religious, linguistic, sex belongings, anc also despi
of their origin, activity, beliefs, political party and trade unions memberships. It
prohibitcd to limit the rights of the citizens because of their national, religiou
helongings as well as because of their origin, beliefs and social politic.
belongings”.

Since paining independence, thus over last 10 years, the gavernment of 1t
Republic of Azerbaijan has taken very important steps to protect and to promo
the rights of religious minorities of Azerbaijan. Referring to the law of 1t
Republic of Azerbaijan on «“Freedom of Religion™: “every citizen of Azerbaijan
free to choose his/her religion, and he/she is frec to practice it aloue or togethe
with the others, he/she has the right to express or spread his/her religious belicts™.

The Govemment of the Rcpublic of Azerbaijan has established the Stat
Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the Work with Religiou
Associations on 21" of June 2001 to control observation of the principle ¢
religious freedom, to make reforms in state-religion rclationship. The mai
function of the State Committec is to implement 48" article of the Constitution ¢
the Republic of Azerbaijan concerning religious freedom, and to provide necessar
conditions in this respect. The Committee is also obliged to control observance ¢
other laws concerning religious freedom and to establish more proper relationshi
among religious associations and state.

In 2001 in connection with creation of the State Committee of the Republi
of Azerbaijan for the Work with Religious Associations there started re
registration of 406 religious communities at the Ministry of Justice on voluntar
basis.

Up to now (2005) 320 religious communities have been either re-registeres
or have been registered for the first time: 28 of them are non-Muslim communitics

_including 12 _BK.QEQ_S_t_aQL_.“_QILbQ_dQK..ﬁnQIQdingAlban:Udin.._.chuzclzL). 5 Jewish,

Bahai, 3 Molokan, 1 Hare Krishna communities.

Registration of the Baptist religious community “Church of Love” has bea)
repealed via court procecding due to the activities that could entail discrimination
intolerance and confrontalion among confessions.
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In August 2001functioning of 22 religious schools (madrasas) v
temporary prohibited for illegal activities and due to the fact that the teaching
the above schools might cause religious intolerancc.

Accordingly to the order of the Chairman of the State Committee dal

© 07.08.2002 it was permitted to organize 16 courses on teaching Qur’an. Tod
more than 100 courses on teaching Qur’an and the Gospel in Azerbaijan :
illegally conducted at homes. Majority of them represent radical wahabi, extrem
shiit and Nurchu currents; representatives of Protestantism attract children to 1
above courses. : ‘

680 persons have graduated from the Baku Islam University and 300 perso
graduated from the Department of Theology of Baku State University. T
majority of graduates are unemploycd. The State Commuittee for the Work wi
Religious Associations organized 3-mouths courses for the above high sche
graduates in order to avoid their involvement with the activities of missiona
organizations with radical wahabi, extremist shiit sentiments as well as activities
those Christian sects that spread ideas of religious discrimination.

Since June 2001 (the year of establishment of the Statc Committe
particularly since September 2001 (the date coincides with the tragedy took pla
in New York on 11.09.2001) when the work of the Committee was complete
organized, there have been held 10 workshops in Baku and 22 — in the regions
promote the idea of patriotism, protection of national sovereignty, territori
integrity; the workshops promoted development of national economy af
implementation of the state policy in religious field, they were necessary to preve
race discrimination and religious intolerance. 4-day Consultation was conductc
with participation of representatives of local authorities at the Academy of Sta
Administration of the Presidential Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Every month leaders of the religious communities hold two workshops at tt
State Committee in order to focus on different topics. During the above work:hoy
the lectures on the history of religions are delivered and activitics of religiol
communities are discussed. In September 2004, the State Committee organize
course with 10 workshops that lasted two months and a half for religiot
communities. Prominent scholars delivered their lectures on state-religio
relationship, the search for ways to establish peace, lectures on history ¢
Azerbaijani culture, the history of religions spread in Azerbaijan and their role |
life of society, the attitude of religions to terrarism and extrem ism. Participants ha
the chance to ask the questions and to hear the answers and viewpoints of th
scholars. Therefore, policy conception of the state in religious field is improving
its essence and content gain new meaning with new principles on development «
mechanism of its implementation. The idea of “Azerbaijanism” concerns everyon

B .._wutgwbmmffmmmiamc_pz;c:m:nmdﬂs we.
as theoretic basis for the reign of religious tolerance is established.

The expert's reports have been issued in the course of 3 years concermin,
import and publishing of religious literature. In this respect the spreading of th
literature harmful for the state system of the country, propagating rchgiou
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intolerance has been prevented to some extent. The import of literature wi
extremist content was prohibited.

The State Committee of the Re%ublic of Azerbaijan for the Work wi
Religious Associations’ initiated the meeting, held on 27.03.2002, _in whic
representatives of European Commission on Racism and Intolerance of Council
Europe and representatives of Muslim, Christian etc. registered and non-registere
religious communities took part, During this meeting it was specially pointed 0
that at present representatives of religious minorities and all other representativ:
of religious communities are living and functioning in the atmosphere of toleran
and understanding, avoiding racism, religious intolerance and fanaticism.

Representatives of European Commission on racism and intolerance we
informed that in spite of the fact that recently anti-Semitism sentiments beir
increased in Europe, in Azerbaijan onc could observe nommal condition ¢
existence and functioning for all religious minorities and communitizs. Howeve
20% occupied territories of Azerbaijan as the result of Armenian apgression, t
non-settiement of Karabakh conflict may cause certain obstacles and limitatior
with regard to tolerance principle observance and development and protection «
Islam, Christianity and other religions in our Republic. During above meeling
was also stressed that international organizations pointed out the facts of rac
discrimination, intolerance basing on national and religious belongings as well :
violence on the territory of Karabakh.

Armenians destroyed 22 muscums, 4 picture-galleries, 762 archeological ar
architcctural monuments and cemeteries representing  cultural herilage
Azerbaijan on the territory of the Upper Karabakh. The central authority s 1
responsible for these negative acts took place on the occupied teritories. Howeve
in Baku and other Azerbaijani cities Armenian churches and cemeteries a
preserved, none of them are destroyed.

Today we can mention such NGOs as “Transparent Elections” and “Right ¢
Choice” among those, which monitor and investigate the cases ol xenophobi
violence race discrimination and propaganda of anti-Semitism.

The leadership of the State Committce for the Work with Religio
Association hopes that the presented information will be taken into account.

Prof. Rafik Aliyev __[ ., AN
T gad e O30 7 25 '
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