Croatia

Constitution (as amended on 28 March 2001), Article 39
Any call for or incitement to war, or resort to violence, national, racial, or religious hatred,
or any form of intolerance is prohibited and punishable.

Criminal Code (as amended on 1 October 2004), Article 174

3) Anyone who publicly speaks and expresses ideas of supremacy of one race over
another, of one ethnic or religious group over another, of one gender over another, of
one nation over another or one skin colour over another, with the aim of inciting racial,
religious, gender, national, ethnic hatred or hatred based on the skin colour, or with the
aim of belittling, shall be punished by a term of imprisonment of between 3 months and
3 years.
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REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA
VRHOVNI SUD REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE
ZAGREB

Broj: I KZ 519/06-4

UIME REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE
PRESUDA

Vrhovni sud Republike Hrvatske u Zagrebu u vijecu sastavljenom od sudaca Vrhovnog
suda Damira Kosa, kao predsjednika vijeca, te Lidije Grubi¢ Radakovi¢, Ranka Marijana,
Marijana Svedrovica i Zlate Lipnjak-Bosanac kao ¢lanova vijeca i sudske savjetnice
Ivone Horvati¢ kao zapisni¢ara, u kaznenom predmetu protiv optuZenika J. S. zbog
kaznenog djela iz ¢l. 91 t.6 KZ, odludujuéi o Zalbama optuZenika J. S. i drzavnog
odvjetnika podnesenima protiv presude Zupanijskog suda u Osijeku od 10. oZujka 2006
godine, br. K-77/05, u sjednici odrzanoj 11. srpnja 2006 godine, u nazo¢nosti zamjenika
Glavnog drzavnog odvjetnika Republike Hrvatske Mladena Pantlika,

presudio je:

I Prihvaca se zalba drzavnog odvjetnika kao osnovana te se preinacuje prvostupanjska
presuda u odluci o kazni na na¢in da se optuZenik J. S. zbog kaznenog djela iz &1. 91 t. 6
KZ zbog kojeg je prvostupanjskom presudom proglasen krivim osuduje na kaznu zatvora
u trajanju od dvanaest godina, u koju kaznu mu se po ¢l. 63 KZ uracunava vrijeme koje
provodi u pritvoru od 27. rujna 2005 godine pa nadalje.

IT Odbija se Zalba optuzenika J. S. kao neosnovana, te se u nepreinaéenom dijelu
potvrduje presuda suda prvog stupnja.

ObrazlozZenje

Presudom Zupanijskog suda u Osijeku od 10. oZujka 2006 godine br. K-77/05 proglasen
je krivim optuZenik J. S. zbog kaznenog djela iz ¢l. 91 st. 1 t. 6 KZ, te je osuden na kaznu
zatvora u trajanju od osam godina. Po ¢l. 63 KZ u izreCenu kaznu uracunava se vrijeme
koje optuZenik provodi u pritvoru od 27. rujan 2005 godine pa nadalje.

Protiv ove presude podnijeli su Zalbe optuZenik J. S. putem branitelja Zajednicki
odvjetni¢ki ured M.D.,Z.D., A.K.-K.iD. K. iz O. i drzavni odvjetnik.
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OptuZenik se zali zbog pogresno utvrdenog ¢injeni¢nog stanja, povrede Kaznenog zakona
1 odluke o kazni, s prijedlogom da sud drugog stupnja preinaci prvostupanjsku presudu na
nacin da optuZenika proglasi krivim zbog kaznenog djela iz ¢l. 92 KZ i sukladno tome
osudi na blaZzu kaznu zatvora, a podredno da prvostupanjsku presudu ukine i predmet
vrati sudu prvog stupnja na ponovno sudenje.

DrZzavni odvjetnik se zali zbog odluke o kazni , s prijedlogom da sud drugog stupnja
preinaci prvostupanjsku presudu na nacin da optuZenika osudi na kaznu zatvora u duljem
trajanju.

Odgovori na Zalbe nisu podneseni.

U pisanom ocitovanju, kojeg je usmeno ponovio sjednici prisutan zamjenik Glavnog
drzavnog odvjetnika Republike Hrvatske Mladen Pantlik, predlozeno je da se Zalba
optuzenika odbije kao neosnovana, a Zalba drZzavnog odvjetnika prihvati u skladu sa
Zalbenim prijedlogom.

Zalba optuZenika nije osnovana, dok je Zalba drzavnog odvjetnika osnovana.

Nasuprot tvrdnjama optuZenika u Zalbi, sud prvog stupnja na temelju cjelovite analize
provedenih dokaza, pravilno je i potpuno utvrdio ¢injeni¢no stanje, te izveo valjane
zakljucke koje prihvaca sud drugog stupnja.Opravdano sud prvog stupnja nije prihvatio
obranu optuzenika, koju on ponavlja u Zalbi, da je kriti¢ne zgode zbog ponasanja
oStecenika bio doveden bez svoje krivnje u stanje jake razdraZenosti zbog cega ga je
usmrtio.

To iz razloga, Sto ne samo da iskazi zaSti¢enog svjedoka i svjedokinje K. M., upuéuju na
sasvim suprotan razvoj dogadaja, ve¢ i materijalni dokazi u vidu zapisnika o o¢evidu i
foto dokumentacija potkrjepljuju njihove iskaze, a osporavaju tvrdnje optuzenika. Naime,
iz zapisnika o o€evidu proizlazi da je mrtvo tijelo M. R. nadeno sedam metara udaljeno
od kolnika, a sedam mesinganih ¢ahura metka nadeno je grupirano na travnatoj povrsini
na udaljenosti od dva metra od plocnika, dok je kraj tijela nadena ru¢na torba s jabukama,
keksima i kutijom cigareta, $to je vidljivo i na fotografijama. Prema tome, ve¢ i ovi
materijalni dokazi opovrgavaju navode u obrani optuZenika o mjestu na kojem je on
zaustavio automobil i gdje je zatim doSlo do navodnog verbalnog napada
oStecenika,nakon Cega je on po vlastitoj tvrdnji doveden u stanje razdraZenosti, zbog koje
je uzeo pusku i pucao na oStecenika. Naprotiv, upravo lokacija pronadenog mrtvog tijela
oStecenika potkrjepljuje iskaz zasticenog svjedoka, koji iskazuje da je oStecenik stajao
ispred na udaljenosti od ulaznih vrata poste za oko Sest metara, kada je ,,vojnik zaustavio
vozilo i uputio se prema civilu®, a $to opet potvrduje svjedokinja po ¢uvenju K. M. koja
svoja saznanja o dogadaju crpi iz kazivanja sada svog pokojnog supruga kao ocevica
dogadaja. Prema tome, osnovano je prvostupanjski sud prihvatio vjerodostojnim iskaz
zasti¢enog svjedoka o cjelokupnom razvoju dogadaja, ukljucujuci dolazak optuzenika s
automatskom puSkom do oStecenika, prepirke koja je uslijedila, zatim pitanja koje je
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optuZenik uputio oSteceniku 1 njegovog odgovora i naposljetku pucanja optuZenika u
osStecenika, jer taj iskaz potvrduju navedeni dokazi.

Valja istaknuti da ne samo slijedom navedenih dokaza, ve¢ i iz same obrane optuzenika,
ne proizlazi da bi se u njegovom ponasanju stekli uvjeti iz ¢l. 92 KZ, kako on to tvrdi u
Zalbi.Optuzenik koji u obrani ne osporava da je pucao i usmrtio oSte¢enika, opisujuci
svoju verziju dinamike dogadaja, navodi da je on bio taj koji je zaustavio vozilo i izasao
najprije kako bi upozorio oSte¢enika na nepropisno kretanje cestom, a zatim iritiran
njegovom reakcijom otiSao do vozila i uzeo automatsku pusku. Ovakav opis ponaSanja
po samom optuZeniku, sasvim je sigurno rezultat poviSenog afektivnog stanja, no ono
nije uslijedilo niti po verziji obrane, zbog iznenadnog i nepredvidenog napada,
zlostavljanja ili teSkog vrijedanja od strane oStec¢enika, ve¢ aktivitetom samog
optuZenika, koji mu je priSao 1 zapoceo prepirku.

Naprotiv, sud prvog stupnja pravilno zakljucuje na temelju provedenih dokaza i na njima
utvrdenog Cinjeni¢nog stanja, da se u ¢inu optuzenika stjecu sva bitna obiljeZja kaznenog
djela iz ¢l. 91 t. 6 KZ. Nema naime dvojbe, da je optuZenik vracajuci se s pogreba jednog
od ¢lanova svoje obitelji, koji je poginuo kao pripadnik hrvatske vojske, pod dojmom ove
smrti, kao 1 pogibije svog brata, zaustavio svoje vozilo ugledavsi oSte¢enika kojeg je
poznavao kao pripadnika srpske narodnosti i zapoceo najprije verbalni duel s pitanjem da
li mu je sin u Cetnicima, da bi zatim iz automatske puske koju je uzeo sa sobom ispalio u
njega rafalno najmanje deset hitaca.

Osnovano stoga, sud prvog stupnja zakljucuje, da je razlog postupanja optuzenika
njegova mrznja spram pripadnika druge narodnosti, pa da prema tome njegova izravna
namjera da usmrti oSte¢enika, proizlazi iskljucivo iz ¢injenice $to pouzdano zna da je
oStecenik pripadnik tog naroda.Ubojstvo motivirano isklju¢ivo mrZznjom prema
pripadniku drugog naroda, nedvojbeno je ubojstvo iz posebno niskih pobuda, zbog Cega
je pravilno optuzenik proglasen krivim zbog kaznenog djela iz ¢l. 91 t. 6 KZ.

Nije osnovana Zalba optuZenika niti zbog odluke o kaznenoj sankciji, koju on u Zalbi
prvenstveno veZe na pravnu kvalifikaciju djela, a zatim i na olakotne okolnosti, za koje
smatra da su podcijenjene.

Nasuprot tome, u pravu je drZzavni odvjetnik kada u Zalbi navodi da su kod odmjeravanja
visine kazne, precijenjene olakotne okolnosti, zbog ¢ega smatra da izricanje kazne u
visini zakonom zaprije¢enog minimuma, nije primjerena kaznenopravnoj odgovornosti
optuzenika niti druStvenoj opasnosti ovakvih kaznenih djela.

Sud drugog stupnja uvaZzio je brojne olakotne okolnosti navedene u prvostupanjskoj
presudi, posebno one vezane za okolnosti u kojima je djelo po¢injeno i smanjenu
ubrojivost optuZenika. Medutim, stajaliSta je da se radi o izuzetno drustveno opasnom
ponasanju, posebno iz razloga §to u je optuzenik tempore criminis bio u odori hrvatske
vojske, a Zrtva kaznenog djela bila je osoba u sedmom desetljecu Zivota, koja ni u kojem
vidu nije bila u situaciji da svojim postupcima, isprovocira optuZenika na takav ¢in, osim
vlastitom pojavom, §to su svakako posebno otegotne okolnosti.
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Stoga je sud drugog stupnja stajaliSta, da je kazna zatvora u trajanju od dvanaest godina
primjerena svim olakotnim i otegotnim okolnostima i teZini djela, zbog ¢ega je valjalo
prihvatiti zalbu drzavnog odvjetnika te preinaciti prvostupanjsku presudu u odluci o
kazni. sa stajaliStem da je tako izreCenom kaznom, u ovom slu¢aju moguce ostvariti sve
zakonom predvidene svrhe kaznenih sankcija.

Kako sud drugog stupnja, ispitujuci prvostupanjsku presudu po sluzbenoj duznosti u
skladu s odredbom ¢l. 379 st. 1 t. 112 ZKP, nije naSao da bi bila ostvarena bitna povreda
odredaba kaznenog postupka, a niti povreda kaznenog zakona na Stetu optuZenika, to je
po €l. 384 ZKP presudeno kao u izreci.

U Zagrebu, 11. srpnja 2006. godine

Zapisnicar:

Ivona Horvatié, v.r.
Predsjednik vijeca:
Damir Kos, v.r.
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Croatia

Supreme Court and Constitutional Court: http://www.vsrh.hr/EasyWeb.asp?pcpid=579
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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Croatia to theé Unifed Nations Office in Gieneva

presents its compliments to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights and has the honour to submit the Note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European
Integration of the Republic of Croatia pursuant to the Note on Combating Defamation of

Religion in reference to the resolution of the General Assembly of the UN 61/164 dated 19
March 2006.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Croatia avails itsclf of this opportunity to renew to
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its

highest consideration. %/

eneva, 20 July 2007

OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
GENEVA o

25, route de Ferney 1202 Geneva Switzerland Tel: 022 740 32 43 fax: 022 740 32'51
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REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
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Trg NS Zrinskog 7. 10 000 Zagreb Tel: 4569993 Fax: 4597416
C-mail: Budskapravoirmypelhy

v

No. 3536/07

‘The Ministry of Korcign Affairs and European lotcgration of the Republic of Croatia
presents its compliments to Lhe Office of the United Nations High Commissioacr for
Human Righis and pursuant 10 the Note on Combating Defanunion of Religion. in
refercnce (o General Assembly resotation 61,164, dated 19" of March 2006, has the
honour (o ransmit the required information, as follows:

OVERVIEW

In the Republic af Crowtia. any religious community thai has signed a particulir
agreement with the Government of the Republic of Croaua that is within (he Jegal
framework of the educational sysiem may conduet veligious education. Religions
cducution is organized in preschools, primary and sccondary schools. Programmes for
the realization of direct education are introduced by religious communirics, and they are
upproved by the Ministey of Science. Education and Sports of RC. taking inlo accoun:
all pedagogic and didactic nomms.

Religious edutation in educational institutions may be ocganized within Lhe framework
of the regular helding of classes if there are at least 7 students in 4 particular religious
education group. This is also a legal prerequisite for all other courses. Religious
cducation bas a status of an clective subject in the mainstream cducational system, In
primary school, parenls 1ake a survey on whether their child will participate in religious
cducation {or a panticalar religion.

All religious communitivs that don’t have an adequate number of children Jor th:
formation of one cducational group. and as a result of this cannot enter into schedule of
regular classes, may hold religious education fessons within Lheir respective religious
community. and the grade that is received is entered into he student’s report ¢ard at ihe
end of ihe school yveur by an accredited representative of a parlicular religious
community. in aecordance with valid grading regulations.

Plans and programmes for religious cducation of particular religivus commuanitics e
proposed by specific communities. and they are approved by the Ministry of Science,
Education and Sporte of RC. By reading each progrumme, it is clear thul sach one
stresses tolerance towards other religions and religious communities. while greatly
highlighting the ecumenical dimeasian in the framework of respeclive lesson plans und
programmes. Religious plans and programmes discuss other religions 10 a geea cxtent
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as well. in some lesson units in greater detail. while in others these facts are discussed
on u more general basis.

ReHygious communities publish extbooks for camying out religious educalion iv
primary and sccondary schools. which arc approved by the Minisiry of Science.
o Education and Sports of RC. ax is the case with lexibeoks in all vther subjects.

All approved 1exibooks imroduce children 10 religipus fucts and truditions in a realistic

and gecessible manner, and children in no way receive information which could he

interpreted in the wroag way. W0 rcligious education textbooks that are used in our

cducationul system. @ good framework has been established for tolerance and

o appreciation of othier religions, There is no acgalive speech (delamation) or any other

W content that would in any way hint of this. Lesson conients ihut are intraduced
compleicly 1espect the bighlighied differences. :

The Education and Teacher Training Agency is responsible for the professional
development of teachers. expert collsbosators and instructors in secondary schools,
including religious educators, while advisors and <enior mdvisors of the Ageney carn
out an adviseny role in specitic school sityations with teachers. expert collaborators and
instruciors in secondary schaols. including, religious cducalors, I the Catalogue of
Expert Conlerences of the Education and Teacher Training Agency. the conferences for
Cathalic. Orthodox, Istamic and relipious education based on the Protestunt traditiom
are treated om an equal basis. The themes and contents of expert conterences deal with
expert und religious eompetencies. and focus on the prolessional improvement of
religious cducation instructors  for  direct  interaction wilh  schoolchildren.  Tor
cducnion purposes. Within the framework of the Preparations for the Tmiplementation
of Religions Educition into the Croutian National Fducational Swndard. religions
cducators (rom dilferent religions jointly participated in proicssional conferences,
which also deaht with the arganization of work and wioriny.

Direct conversation between teligious educalors of different religions has shown that
retinble knowtedge about mber religions is being transferred 1o the greatest exien
possible. and thal textbuok coment is professionally drafied and correct.

As part of organizing cxpert conferences, the Education and Teacher Training Agency
hosi~ @ row of cxpert conferences al the national level with themes on religious
, (olerance and agains xenophobia. Such expert conferences direetly assist in creating
b climate of wlerance among religions.

By obscrving religious cducation v the past twa yeuars. one Cun sce that religious

R cducators are the ones who, 10 the greutest extent possible. play a role in (he

development ol tolerance and ccomenism mmong children of  differcar veligious
e backgrounds, by cooperating with religious educators of other [uithy in humunitarian
M projects. This can be seen patliculardy in the fiekds where differemt celigious

e communilies cohabilate.

L The Education and Teacher Training Agency will continue 10 ensure thut tolerance of
ot difterent fuiths in religious education classes in Crouliun schools ix conlinued and
advanced Turther, aad that the present practice of “understanding and respecting others
in arder w hetter understand and respect onesell™ wkes an even stronger hold in sociely
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~only then daes a believer. regardliess of his or her religious orientation, act for the
benefit of the community. T this respect. religions are capuble of providing an
imntensc positive contribution. whick is the case in Croalia. along with a complete
appreciation of other (aiths.

” THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION PROG RAMME (NHRFP)

The National Human Rights Education Programme (NHREP} (s the loundation lor
multiculiural education in the Republic of Crowia. The Republic of Croatia has a
comprehensive model of the Nationyl Human Rights Educution Programme which
encompasses 6 sub-programmes (preschool, Inwer primary. upper primary, secondary,
tertiary. adult cducation and media).

The Programnie was developed in the second hall of the 19905 under the auspices of
the Navionzi Human Rights Education Commiltee established by the Government of
Croatiu in 1995, '

1n 1999 the Fducation for Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship wus integrarcd
into the Framework Plun and Programme for Primary Schools developed hy the
responsible Ministry. The NHREP cxpliciily sttes that human rights and democyatic
citizenship cducation arc an integral part of the school curriculnm which may be
implemented across the curriculum, 2s an opuonal schovl subject or as wn exira-
curricular project activity and as a whale school approach.

According 1o (he area of cducational setivily. lhe programme coniem is compused of
six inter-connected and interiwined entities:

a) Self-confidence, identity and heritage - contents inciting the pupil Lo examine
himsell, his nceds and his family origin and 1o become awure of the dimension ol his
social identity. including culturad, national, native and other belongingy;

) Curtturad pluralism and iner-cultural understanding - content encouraging the
pupils (o learn about vther cultures, visualizing, of cultural differepces aod capses ol
these ditferences and awarcness building regarding stereotypes and prejudice in their
bearing with others and those who ure different from themselves, in sccordance wilh
some existing programmes of Inter-cultaral cducation in the world:

¢) Demacracy and civic society - coptents that focus on fearning the [undamental
principles of democracy and' civil society. such as the role of the citizen, wlations
beiween the individual and the authoritics. mechamisms of decision maoking und
implementation of decisions. in a communily. protection of privacy. promotion of
cyuality in socicly and 1he like, according 10 the existing progrummes of civie
education in the world, especially the US models and the model ol the Council of
Europe!

d) Peace and peaceful setilement of conflicty - contents for the promaotion of
knowledge and development of skills of peaceful scitlement of problems. tensions and
conflicis in the group. in dccordance with the contents of the homonymous cducational
programines, expucially some frish models and the modcl of UNESCO:

&) Promotion and prowection of universal human rights cnd Jreedoms - conlenls
explicitly dealing with the human righs categories and uiming af learning internationa)
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and national siandards and siratcgies of their promofion and profeetion, i accordance
“with several eminent existing programmes of human rights education™:

[ Inicrdependence of the nutwral and human world and sustainable development -
the share of contenls for individual unils changes with the age group. ln pre-school and
lower clementary school. conteals promoting the awdreness building aboul one's own
personality. the learning, of the diffcrences among people and understanding the view
that nop-violem settlement of problems 35 a necessity, arc more represented. In upper
elementary school, greater attention 18 #ttributed to conrents pertaining 10 the
organizaijon ol democracy .nd civil society, which is supplemented in secondary
achool by a sysicmatic and in-depth cxamination of philosophical. Tegal and political
aspects ol protection and promotion ol human rights and freedoms.

In 2008 the University Curricula was developed within the NHREP. Canscquently. at
the University of Zagreb and ils “Cenwe for Human Rights and Democratic
Citizenship™ a post graduate programie on HRE/EDC is olfered since 2006. Among,
other things, il offers modules such as: “Interculturnl Competencies and Monaging
Conllicts™. ~"Human Righis and Globalizition: Peoples ol the Third and Fourth World™.
~Culiural Dilierences and Collective Rights™

- THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

The Constitwiion of the Republic of Croatia prescribes the prowction of human righls
and fundamental frecdoms and economic, social and cultural tights which arc importan
for implementing the education policy. Article 14 of the Constitution staws: “Cilizens
of the Republic of Cruatia shall enjoy all rights and frecdoms regardloss of race, color.
sex. langunge. weligion. political or other opinion, national o7 sacial origin. property.
birth. education. social status or other characteristics. All shall be equal before the law.
Anicle 15 guaranices cqual rights 1o all minories in the Republic of Croatia:
“Mesmbers of all nations and minarities shall have cqual rights in the Republic of
Croatia. Members of all nations and minorities shall be guaraniced freedom to express
their national identity, Irecdom fo use \helr language and script. and cnlrural
autonomy.” Article 65 eswblishes basic principles for the ficld of tducalion: “Primury
schooling shall be compulsory and tree. Everyone shall have access. under [he same
conditions. 1 secondary and higher education in accordance with the abilities.”

Craatio has signed and ratified a large numnber of internatjonal und Buropean legil
instruments significant for promoting the cducstion of democratic citizens. The Jegal
insiruments include the European Framewark Convention on the Protection of National

Minoritics and the Iniernational Convention on the Elimination of Al Forms of Racial
Discrimination.

r THE CONSTITUTIONAL ACT ON THE RIGHTS OF NATIONAL
MINORITIES

The Constitutional Act vn the Riglis of National Minorilics was passutl in December
2002 and it guaranices to national and ethnic communitics or minorities rights and
freedoms in the most important fields of file. amoug which are pon-discrimination and
eyuality, and freedom of choice in cducation. Article 11 of the Consiitational Act
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preseribes e righis of members of nutional minorities 10 cducation in the fanguuge and
script which they use. Education of members of national minoritics is conducted in
preschool instiwtions. primary and secondary schools and other schooling instiwions
whero the lwition is in the language and script which they use, ‘Uhe tuition plan and
program of education 1a the language and seript of the narional minority contain,
Desides the general parl. the part where the conteni is related 10 the specific qualities of
the national minority. The rights of members of nationat minorities to edvcation in their
own language and senipt 18 guarantecd primarily by the Constitution of the Republic of
Craatia, (the Constitutional Act on the Rights of National Minoritick and the A<t or
Educarion in Languages and Scripts of National Minoritics.

{n (he Constitutional Act on the Rights of National Minorities, the Republic of Croatiu
guaraniess valional minarities the implemantation of special rights and freedoms,
expecially:

- using (heir own language and script in private, public and official usage:

. education in the lapguage and script which they uses

- usuge of their rademarks and symbols:

- cuhural aptonomy by muintaining, developing and expressing their cultwe
and by prescrving and protecting their cultural poods and tradition;

- the tight to preserve their religion. foanding of religious communities with
other members of the sume denomination;

- access 10 meuns of public communicslion and practice of public
cammunication in language and script which they use:

. seH-organization and teaming up in ocder to accomplish wntuul goals:

- representation n gepresentative bodies al a st and local level and in
adminixtrative und judicial hodies;

- participation of members ol traditional migorilics in public life and
governing Jocal businesses though councils and representatives of national
minorilics:

- the right 1o proteclion against any praclice which imperils or can imperil
(heir existence, the implementation of rights and frecdoms.

- THE ACT ON THE EDUCATION IN LANGUAG ES AND SCRIPTS OF
NATIONAL MINORITIES

The Acl on the Lducation in Languages and Scripts of Natiopal Minorities guarantecs
national minerities the right w0 education acquired by earlier regularions and on the
basis of infernational agreements signed by the Republic of Croatia. Educativn in the
language and script of u national minority is hefd in preschoal facilities, primary and
secondary schools. or other school fucilitics. The Act on the Education in Languages
and Scripts of Naiional Minorities guaramees twition in the language and script of 2
pational minority. forming schools — institutions which shul] operate in the language
and script of & national minotity, cmployment of workers who arc members of a
pational minority for Lhe wition of the minority in question, printing and translation of
books in the lunguage and script of @ national minority, implememation of special
programs for preserving linguistic and cultural identity.
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National minoriies in the Republic of Croatia choose for themselves the form of

cducation in their own lungnage and <cript, i.e., they cither opt far complete tuition in

S their own language and script with the obligation of learning the Croutian language. or
i for learning the language and cullurt. j.e.. pururing language and culiure. in the form
of additionad tuition which consists of five national classes (language of the national
T miinority, history, eography. music and an). The chosen models are in the compulsory
3 system of education. This Act enables members of other nationalitics 10 aitend schools
in the Janguuge of @ national minority. i.e.. the Act does not sripulute that the pupil

o included in this kind of tuition must be & member of the awlional minority. The
" limguages of national minorities in which Tuition is held in the Republic of Croatia an:
o ltalian. Scrbian.  Hungarian, Caech, Ruthenian. Ukrainian. Slovak. Germon.
Macedoniun and Albunian, The lebsew language i¢ inctuded in kindergariens and
primary schools in the orgunization of he Jewish Municipality as an oplional language.
Members of the Jewish nationality have never requested schooling, in the Hebrew
language. Other minoritics. recognized by the Constitulion of the Republic of Croulia.
hive never requested any model of education in their own language. with the exeeption

ol the Romany population. which has the stalus of a national minerity in the Republic
af Croatiu,

in accordance with this Act. members of national minoriticy are educated frem
- kindergarien 10 university level in institutions where schonling iy organized onlv o the
' language and seript of the nutional minority. of in institutions with schooting, in the
Croatiap language and scripl with the cducation of a minerity being organized in
specialized depariments or shifts. The right and obligation of hoth pupils and workers.
who g1e meinbers of & rutjonal minority. is learning and being proficient in the Croutiun
language und scripl. according 0 the established teaching plan and program aod in
accordance with the constitutional provision of respecting, the Croatian languige as the
official language of the Republic of Croatia.

- ENSURING EQUAL ACCESS TO EDUCATION

ACCESS 10 pre-primary instituions is cnabled 10 all children with a fuitien fec. Children
from finaucially underprivileged families arc entitled 10 subsidies and may be
exoneraled Trom puying the Widon fee. Cerlain geographical areas are lacking wilh
adequate number of places available and consequently ncw preschool cducational
facilitics are being built. The Constitution of the Republic ol Croutia guwramees free
and compulsory uccess 10 primary cducation W all the citizens in the Republic of
Cromia (Articles 63 and 66). Access 10 secondary education iy ¢nabled o all the

citizens under the same conditions according, [0 personal competences and revults
achieved in primary education.

" Tertiary educarion allows access based on the tesulis of sceomdary schuool achicvements
i as well as cntiunce exam teswlts (regardless of pativpality, gender. roce. religion,
. political opinion birth. social stafus. eic.). Stale scholurships are being awarded 10 the
i following yroups: Dbest  uchievements cudents:  studems  of - underrepresented
professions; students o be employed in the areas under speciat welfare of the swite;
students whose parents were kilied in the Homeland War: stidents coming from sociul
cure homes or trom temporary foster families. Students with foreign citizenship have
the right 10 be enrolled ar universitics suder the same conditions as the stwdems with
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Croatian citizenship, but according 10 the decision of the relevant Ministry oy
Universily they may be required to pay the tuition fee.

Aceess to Education of Vulnerable Groups

Children with special educational oeeds have the right lo special care and education,
including priority cnrollment 10 & preschool institution. The Act on Children with
Spacial Educalion Needs reguluies their rights 10 cducation which allows education in
ordinary or special schools based on the decision of an expert tean (\he provedure
required for the enrollment of any child ip primary education). These children also have
priarity uf enroliment into sccondary schools according o their abilities, aiming
wwards social inctusion whencver passible. There are measures 1o help socially
underprivileged groups with free Lextbooks. for example, and subsidies for transport to
schools. supporl 1o families, subsidies or scholarships For pupils’ or siudents’
dormitories, and meals. :

‘The Ministey of Science. Education and Sports’ Decision on Elcments and Crileria for
Secondury School Enrollment (2006) stipulates that certain social groups should gain
additional wedit tor enrollment, such as Roma children. who have the right to
secondury school enroliment even il theit primary school certificutes show 10 % lower
achicverment than the achicvement required (or enrollment 1o a certain school: returnees
from abroad; children of war veterans ond war invalids: children with substantial health
problems; children coning {rom poor familjes: children with special cducational needs.
Closses are organized in cerain mainstream hospitals as well as in specialized
institutions, and there are home tutorials for children with health problems.

Forcign citizens, relugees, asylum seckers and migranty have the right to (rce primary
cducation according Lo cxisting positive Jegislation as well as the right 10 aceess
secondary and tertiary education under the same condilions as Croatian citizens.

In order to reduce the number of adult illierates the Ministry of Science. Education and
Sports. geiber with the Governroent, is carrying out a Ducade ol Literacy Project,
2003 - 2012 “For Croatian Literacy: Road to u Desirable Future™, which wims il
enabling all citizens above the ayge of 15 to complete free primary cight yours ol
cducation. So far, more than 2,000 adulis have complcted their primary education under
this programme. Special attention is paid (o lifelong leaming programmes, which are
aimed al reducing uncmployment and creating a knowledge-based saciety.

As the result of the Homeland War, as well as the existing posilive legistadion which
enables educarion in minority languages and script, in the Croatian Danube Region
(Eastern Slavonia) there are examples of Croatian and Sert children atiending classes
in scpatate shifis. In order to overcoms this situalion, the Ministry of Science.
Education and Sports has introduced a number Of measurcs, such % aWarencss raising
among parents, wachers and children for living together, and introducing, the sume
history textbooks for all pupils in the region, regardiess of their nationality (as opposed
lo the scparate cditions [ur (he two pational groups allowed under the UNTAES
agreement. especially for the period of the Homeland War). In order w cnhance
multiculturatism in the Croatian Dunube Region, the Ministry, together with the OSCE
Office in Croatia. has recenily been implementing the project “Children Together™ with
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differem joint activities for primary school children (age 7 -135). aimed al raising
awarcness on the peeessity of living together.

Tertiary cducation instiintions educate leuchers who will be implementing education in
the languages and script of nalional minosities. Scholarships arc offered 1o Roma
studenis for pre~service education. Education in the languages and script of natinnal

o minoritics is financed out of the stale or local budgel.

Retigious Education

Religious Education is offered to all pupils regardless of their religion. according w the
Religious Education Acl (1997) as well as the Act an the 1.egal Position of Religious
Communities (2002).

Purents of children up w age 13 have the vight lo decide whether they wanl their child
1o aticnd Religious Education Classes (optional subject) or nol. 43 well as Lo choose the
wype of religious education they want their children to be exposed 1o (e.g. Catholic.
Ortbodox. Muslim. Jewish). In secondury schools Religion classes may b alternated
with the suhject “Fihies™ (in which different world religions arc 1aught). Children in
gecondury school express their opinion together with their parents on whether they wanlt
3 1o atiend Religion classes. The minimum number of 7 pupils is requited in order o
esiublish u Religion class. There are separale agreements between the Minisiry of
Scicnce, Education and Spoxts and differcat religious communites (€.8 Catholic,
Orthodnx. Musiim) which regulate Religious Education. Religious communities in
Creatia have the right 1o estblish religions tertiary institutions as well as the ones
which are non-religious, according 10 the Act on Scientific Activity and Higher
Education (2003).

» EDUCATION ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST

Legal Framework

Declaration ol the Stockholm International Forum on the Holocausl, January 20007
Declaration by the Standing Conference of the Furopean Ministers of FEducaron.
Krakaw. October 2000: Committee of Minisiers Recommendation Rec (2001)15 on
. History Teaching in 21 Century Europe: Decluration of the Eurnpean Ministers of
o Kducation. Strashourg. October 18, 2001; Declision by the Minisiry of Education and

Sports of the Republic of Croutia o establish the Day of Remembrance On the

Hoiocaust and torf the Prevention of Crimes Against Humanity, adopted on Qclober 30,
e 2(K)5.

Programme Framework

The programme lramewurk for Holocuust Education is provided by the Nautional
- Programme of Human Rights Fducation adopted in Croatia in 1999. The Ministry's
i Decision 1o establish the Day of Remembrunce suggests the Holocaust is 10 be Lugh
Y cross curricula, e.g. within the History. Litevature. Arts, Religion, Humun Rights
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Educarion. Ethics. and Philosophy (significantly, it is jmportant tc nolc thul cducation
about the Holocaust has been taking place in Croatian schools since 1945).

The Narional In-service Teacher Training Seminar is organised annually around the
27" of Junuary on Holocaust Remembrance Day. which has further eahanced education
aboul the Holocaust. In cooperation with the Task Force for Intcrnational Couperation
on Holocaust Education, Research and Remembraace (Croatia gained full membership
in 2005), <cveral ccholarships are bemng offered at the US Ilolocuust Musieum in
Washinglon, D.C., and Yud Vashem, Isracl.

The list of additional recently developed teaching malerials includes: ~Ciuidelines for
Teuching About the Jolocaust™. developed in 2003 by the Instituie for liducation:
“Ciuidelines for Teaching About the Holocaust™. developed by the Task Forue For
International Cavperation an Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research, which
was translated into Croatian by the Ministry of Science, Educalion and Sports (Why
teach about the Holocaust?. What (o teach wbout the Holocaust?. How 1o Leach about
the Holocaust?): guidelines for study trips 1o Holocaust-related authentic sites ant non-
authentic sites (muscums. memorials and cemers); flyers for teachers on Holocaust
education. developed by the Lnstitute Tor Education: CD-ROM ~Day of Remembrance
on Holocaust and far Prevention of Crimes Against Humaniny™. ulso developed by the
Institute for Education; printed lestimonics of the Righteous, 1o be used in schools ay
provided by the Isracli Erbassy and the Jewish Community in Zugreb on the occasion
of the Award Ceremony Righieous Among the Nations in 2004 and 2005; CD ROM:
“Suggestions lor Oryanizing Days of Remembrance™, produced by the OSCF and Yad
Vaxhem, have been adapted for use in Croatian schools.

- PROMOTING DIALOGUE BETWEEN DIFFERFNT FAITH GROUPS
(INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE)

The Government ol the Republic of Croatia takes steps 10 promote all activilies which
promote  dialogue  between differcnt fuith groups. The Government has signed
agreements with the minorily faith groups on the issues of common interest — with the
Serbian Orthadox Chureh in the Republic of Croalis. (be Islamic roligious community
in Croatio. the Evangelic Church in Croalia, the Reformed € *hristian Churceh in Croalia,
the Gvangelical Pentecostal Church in Croalia, which additionully represents the Christ
Peptecostal Church in Croatia and the Advenlist Church in the Republic of Croaiia,
which represemis the Retormed movement of the Seventn-day Adventists: the Bupiis:
Union Churches in Croatia. which represent the Churches vl Chirist; Lthe Bulgarian
Orthedox Church in Croatia. the Croatian Old Catholic Chureh. and the Macedonian
Orthodox Chureh in Craatia,

In 2003 the Government dradted aod offered for signature 10 the Jewish community the
Agrcement on religious education issues in preschool, pamary and secondary education
as well as on property and other common issucs. The Agreement was not signed also
due 1o the fact that the Jewish Commuaity split into the Coordination of the Jewish
Communifies in Croalia and Bel Isracl. Prosently a new Agreement is in preparation.
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Ve RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ACCORDING TO SCHOOL TEXTBOOK
STANDARDS

The School Textbook Standards, introduced in December 2006, sel the regulations and
requirements for exthooks thal arc used for educational purpases in the Republic of
Croatia. The document states that ~textbooks respect dilTerences that exist among
grudents” and that they “objectively and reliably depict cuhures. religions and
civilizations. as well as ethnic and religious groups.” Further. tex(books must Tmainvain
the richness of diversity of Croatian culture”, “promote the right 1o diversity™ and

“protnole learning and respect of values of national minorities in the Republic ol

Cromia. as well as other peoples and cultures in Europe and the world.,” Texibooks
written in the language of a national minority group ars excempt from the usage of the
standard Crouliun language. Al texibooks are 10 be harmonized according 1o these
requirements, regardless of the subject. Finally. a section of the Schoo! Textbook
Stundards pertains to special conditions in e conslruction ol texthooks for national
minoritics. and il states the lollowing: “Textbooks of national minoritics which promote
national and cultural valucs of these minority groups also include contents thal are
necessary for the understanding of Croatian national and vultural values.”

The Minisuy For Foreign Affairs and Furopean Integration of the Republic of Croaltia
avnils itsell of this opportunity 10 renew W the Uniled Nutions ligh Commissioner {or
Humau Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Zagreh, 11 July 2007
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