Lituania

Constitution, Article 25

1) Individuals shall have the right to have their own convictions and freely express
them.
2) Individuals must not be hindered from seeking, obtaining, or disseminating

information or ideas.

3) Freedom to express convictions, as well as to obtain and disseminate information,
may not be restricted in any way other than as established by law, when it is necessary
for the safeguard of the health, honour and dignity, private life, or morals of a person, or
for the protection of constitutional order.

4) Freedom to express convictions or impart information shall be incompatible with
criminal actions - the instigation of national, racial, religious, or social hatred, violence, or
5) discrimination, the dissemination of slander, or misinformation.

2011 Expert workshop on the prohibition of incitement to national, racial or religious hatred
- Annex — European Legislations — L-L. Christians —



6) Citizens shall have the right to obtain any available information which concerns
them from State agencies in the manner established by law.

Constitution, Article 27
A person's convictions, professed religion or faith may justify neither the commission of a
crime nor the violation of law.

Criminal Code, § 170

“Any person who by public statements orally, in writing or through mass media
mocks, expresses contempt, incites hatred or discrimination against a group of
people or an individual belonging to such group on account of their sex, sexual
orientation, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, religion, conviction or
belief, shall be punished by fine or restriction of freedom, or arrest, or
imprisonment up to 2 years.

Any person who publicly incites violence or use of deadly physical force against a
group of people or an individual belonging to such group on account of their sex,
sexual orientation, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, religion,
conviction or belief, or provides financial or other kind of material support for such
acts, shall be punished by a fine or restriction of freedom, or arrest, or
imprisonment up to 3 years.”

The Law of the Republic of Lithuania of 18th November 1997 on the Supplementation
of the Code of Administrative Violations by Articles 214(12), 214(13), the Abolition of
Article 214(1) and Amendment of Articles 224, 259(1), 32033 introduced definitions
of unlawful conduct related to public advocacy of national, racial or religious discord

Article 214(12). The Production, Storage or Distribution of Information Products
Which Advocate National, Racial or Religious Discord

The production or storage with a purpose of distribution and distribution of printed,
visual, audio or other products, which advocate national, racial or religious discord, incurs
a fine from 1000 to 10000 Litas either with confiscation of such products being produced,
stored or distributed and of the means essentially used for production of such products,
or without confiscation of the means of production.

Article 214(13). The establishment of an organisation which advocates national,
racial or religious discord or participation in activities of such an organisation

The establishment of an organisation which advocates national, racial or religious discord
or participation in activities of such an organisation, incurs a fine of between 3000 and
10000 Litas.

The same conduct performed by a person who had previously been punished by an
administrative fine for the offences foreseen in Part 1 of this Article, incurs a fine from
10000 to 20000 Litas.”
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Case Law
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ECRI notes that in February and March 2004 a sesfearticles of an antisemitic
character were published in the daily newsp&®spublikeand that in March 2004 these
articles were published in a separate edition whvels received by all readers of that
newspaper and of another newspap&karo zinios ECRI notes that, at the request of
civil society organisations, the General ProsecsitOffice opened an investigation into
possible breach of Article 170 of the Criminal Cd&leéRI also notes that the Inspector of
Journalists’ Ethics and the Commission on the Bthid Journalists and Editors
concluded that the provisions against incitememtitial or religious hatred contained in
the Law on Provision of Information to the Publadnbeen breached and that an ad hoc
commission set up to consider these articles cdeduthat the articles in question
amounted to incitement to racial hatred. Howeve&ZREnotes that in March 2005 the
General Prosecutor’s Office decided to discontithgecase, reportedly on grounds, inter
alia, that these articles did not constitute inoiéat to racial hatred, but were rather of a
humorous nature. However, ECRI is pleased to rate tollowing much public criticism
of the decision of the General Prosecutor’s Officediscontinue the case, the latter

decided more recently to re-open the investigations
[ECRI, Third report on Lituania, adopted on 24 J@@05, CRI(2006)2, § 55]

L’ECRI note en particulier la parution en février mars 2004 d’'une série d'articles
antisémites dans le quotidigRespublika ainsi que la parution en mars 2004 d’'une
édition spéciale rassemblant tous ces articleseransuite par tous les lecteurs du
qguotidien et par ceux d’'un autre journdgkarozinios A la demande d’organisations de
la société civile, le Parquet a ouvert une engju&tieiaire pour une éventuelle violation
de larticle 170 du Code pénal. Le Contréleur déthique du journalisme et la
Commission sur I'éthique des journalistes et dateéds ont conclu a la violation des
dispositions contre I'incitation a la haine raciale religieuse contenues dans la Loi sur
linformation publique et qu’'une commission ad hogse en place pour examiner ces
articles est parvenue a la conclusion qu’ils ctusiient une incitation a la haine raciale.
Cependant, en mars 2005, le Parquet a décidé seeclBaffaire au motif, entre autres,
gue ces articles ne constituaient pas une inaitatita haine raciale, mais seraient plutot
de nature humoristique. Toutefois, le Parquet amécent décidé de rouvrir 'enquéte,

suites aux vives critiques publiques provoquéesaatécision de classer I'affaire.
[ECRI, Troisiéme rapport sur la Lituanie adopté24 juin 2005, CRI(2006)2, § 55]
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¥ Lygiy
** galimybiy

kontrolieriaus

tarnyba

NAWIENOS

APIE TARNYBA
DISKRIMINAVIMO PAGRINDAI
SKUNDY NAGRINEJIMAS
TEISES AKTAI

METINES TARNYBOS ATASKAITOS
PROJEKTAI

TARNYBOS LEIDINIAI
TYRIMAI LYGYBES SRITYJE
KONTAKTAI

PARTNERIAI

NUORODOS

» Apie tarnyba

Kontrolieré

Ausriné Burneikiené gimg 1961 m
geguzés 12 d. Vilnivje. 1985 m baigé
Vilniaus universiteto Teisés fakulteta,
Baigusi universitetg, iki 1990 m dirbo
Vilniaus tardymo valdybos tardytoja.
1990-1992 m buvo Vidaus reikaly
ministerijos  vyresnioji  juristkonsulté.
1992 m tapo Vidaus reikaly ministerijos
Juridinio skyriaus virSininke. 1999 m
balandZio 20 d. Seimo nutarinu paskirta
Motery, ir vyry lygiy galimybiy kontroliere.
2003 m baland] kontrolieré paskirta
antrai ketveriy mety kadencijai.

1998 m gruodzio 1 d. Seimas priémé Motery ir vyry lygiy galimybiy jstatyma, kuris
isigaliojo 1999 m balandZio 1 d. 1999 mety balandzZio 20 d. Seimes paskyré Ausring
Burneikiene motery ir vyry lygiy galimybiy kontroliere, o geguzés 25 d. jsteigé Motery ir
vyry lygiy galimybiy kontrolieriaus tarnyba bei patvirtino Sios tarnybos nuostatus. 2003
mbaland] kontrolieré paskirta antrai ketveriy mety kadencijai.

2002 m birzelio 18 d. priinti Motery ir vyry lygiy galimybiy jstatyrmo pakeitimai ir
papildymeai iSplété sritis, kuriose bitina jgyvendinti notery ir vyry lygias galimybes,
uzdraudziant diskriminacijg dél lyties vartotojy teisiy apsaugos ir reklamos srityse.

2003 m lapkricio 18 d. Seinui priénus Lygiy galimybiy jstatyng, tarnybos korrpetencija
papildyta draudimo diskriminuoti dél asmens anviaus, lytinés orientacijos, negalios,
rasés ir etninés priklausonmybés, religijos ar [sitikininmy priezidra, o pati jstaiga pavadinta
Lygiy galimybiy kontrolieriaus tarnyba.

Lygiy galimybiy kontrolieriaus tarnyba yra savarankiska institucija, atskaitinga Seinui. |
kontrolieriaus tarnyba gali kreiptis vyrai ir noterys, patyre diskrininacijg dél savo lyties
darbo, Svietimo, prekiy ir paslaugy teikimo sferose ar patyre seksualinj priekabiavimg,

Nuo 2005 m sausio 1 d. tarnyba taip pat tiria skundus asmeny patyrusiy diskriminacijg
ar priekabiavimg dél anwiaus, Iytinés orientacios, negalios, rasés ir etninés
priklausonmybés, religijos ar jsitikininy darbe, Svietino jstaigoje ar teikiant paslaugas.

|statymu draudzianos abi diskriminacijos dél lyties fornos — tiesioginé ir netiesioginé.
Svarbu, kad visuose sprendimy priémimo lygmenyse bity iSvengta veksmy ar
nuostaty, kurios i§ pirno 2vilgsnio atrodo neutralios notery ar vyry atzvilgiu, bet jas
jgyvendinus bdty pabloginama padétis didesnés dalies vienos lyties asmeny
(netiesioginés diskriminacijos).

Reglamentuota specialiy prienoniy (pozityvios diskrininacijos) taikyno galimybé,

siekiant ly€iy pusiausvyros bei uzkirsti kelig lygiy galimybiy paZeidinui dél anwiaus,
lytinés orientacijos, negalios, rasés ar etninés priklausormybeés, religijos ar jsitikininu.

Valdzios ir valdyno institucijos jpareigotos rengti ir jgyvendinti programes ir priemones,
skirtas motery ir vyry lygiy galimybiy uztikrininui bei lygybés principo jgyvendininui
neatsizvelgiant | anwiy, lytine orientacijg, negalig, rasear etnine priklausomybe, religijg
ar jsitikinimus.

Svietimo jstaigos privalo uztikrinti vienodas salygas asmenins nepaisant jy lyties,
aniaus, lytinés orientacijos, negalios, rasés ar etninés priklausomybeés, religijos ar
isitikinimy, kai:

priimama mokytis;

skirianos stipendijos;

sudaronmos mokyno progranos;

vertinamos Zinios.

e o o o

Darbdavys, neatsizvelgdames | asmens Iytj, antiy, lyting orientacijg, negalia, rase ar
etnine priklausonybe, religijg ar jsitikininus, privalo:

® taikyti vienodus atrankos kriterijus, prindanes | darbg ar atleisdames iS
tarnybos;
® sudaryti vienodas darbo salygas;

Renginiai Ziniasklaidoje

Lygiy galimybiy kontrolieriaus tarnyboje gautas D. K.
skundas, kuriame nurodoma, kad 2005 m liepos 1 d.
Mgracijos departamento jsakymu buvo konstatuota, kad
jis neteko Lietuvos Respublikos pilietybés.

Visi skundai

Kontaktai

Seimyniskiy 1A, LT-09312 Vilnius
Tel. (8~5) 261 2787, fax (8~5) 261 2725
B.p. mvigk@rs.It

Armedieniais-ketvirtadieniais nuo 8 iki 17 val.
Penktadienj nuo 8 iki 15.45 val.

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=45
http://lygybe.lt
mailto:mvlgk@lrs.lt
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=54
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=49
http://lygybe.lt
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=19
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=20
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=21
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=20
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=2
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=3
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=4
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=5
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=6
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=7
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=8
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=9
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=10
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=11
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=57
http://lygybe.lt/?pageid=12
mailto:mvlgk@lrs.lt
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

2007-iejl — Europos lygiy
galimybiy visiems metai

® naudoti vienodus darbuctojy vertinino kriterijus;
® noketj vienodg darbo uZnokestj;
® sudaryti palankias salygas nejgaliesiens.

Darbdavys privalo intis priemoniu, kad darbuotojas nepatirty seksualinio priekabiavino
ar nebty persekiojames, jei pateiké skunda dél diskriminacijos.

Prekiy ar paslaugy pardavéjas bei gamintojas, neatsizvelgdames | asmens Iytj, aniy,
lyting orientacija, negalig, rase ar etning priklausonybe, religijg ar jsitikininus, privalo:

® sudaryti vienodas salygas gauti tokias pat prekes ir paslaugas (jskaitant
apsirTpinimg blstu) bei taikyti vienodas apnokeéjimo salygas ir garantijas;

® teikdamas informacijg uztikrinti, kad asnuo ar asmeny grupé néra Zeminama ar
pateikiama kaip pranaSesné dél ninéty savybiy.

Diskriminuojantys skelbimai: i§ darbo ieSkan¢iy asmeny jstatynes draudZia reikalauti
informecijos apie ju anwiy, Seiming padétj privaty gyvening ar Seimos planus.
Skelbirmuose priinti | darbg ar mokytis draudZiama nurodyti reikalavinus, suteikianCius
pirmenybe vienai i$ ly¢iy, tam tikro anwiaus, tam tikros lytinés orientacijos asmeninrs,
sveikiens asmenins, tamtikros rasés ar tautybeés, religijos ar jsitikininy asnmeninrs.

Asmenys, patyre diskrininacijg dél iSvardinty, pagrindy, ir ninétose srityse, | tarnyba
gali kreiptis telefonu (8-5 2612787), elektroniniu pastu (mvigk@irs.lt), faksu (8-5
2612725) ar apsilankyti tarnyboje adresu Seimyniskiy g. 1A, 09312 Vilnius (5 aukstas).
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LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS NUOLATINE ATSTOVYBE PRIE
JUNGTINIU TAUTY MURO IR KITU TARPTAUTINTY ORGANIZACLIUY ZENEVOJE

Qdoo1

MESSION PERMANENTE DI LA LITUANEE AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS
UNIES KT DIES AUTIES ORGANTSATIONS INTERNATIONALES A GEREVE

No.: SN-104/2005

The Permaneat Mission of the Republic of Lithusnia to the United Nations O:fice and
other Interwational Organisstions in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
Unised Netions High Conwoissioner for Human Rights (HCHR) and has the honour to
submit the information on the implementation of the United Nations Commission on

reference GVA1558.

The Parmanent Mission of the Republic of Lithuania to the United Nations Office and

other Intecnationsl Organisetions in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to remew to

the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights assurances of it: highest
+ derati

Geneva, 4 October 2005

~ . $ |

To the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights

Geneva
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION OM HUMAN RIGHTS
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The Government of the Republic of Lithuanie has the honour to submit o the United Nations
High inai for Homan Rights the information the United Nations Commission on Humen
WWMBWMM&M”WISMwNUmﬁNM

United Nations High Comenissioner for Human Rights under reference: GV 1568

On the paragraph 16 of Reschstion 2008/S “Combating defamation of religions”

thmdﬂlﬂm*mUWMmﬁmSmﬂtﬁthﬁtﬁm
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Kazakhs, Chechons and others amount sbout 2500. lnceﬂuindepmdmenmllmmbudpwplef
WMMMW.IMIMMMOIMRWEHHMNG&
Africs, where Islam is » dominating religion, scttled in Lithuania.

TheuﬁcleZoﬂheLawonnli;immunwumdmodniom(l”S) indicates that thers
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litas (1 EUR=3,4S LTL).

Thaumnoubofviohnemoﬁvmdbydiwdmimﬁonmonﬂwmowdofeﬂmiciqr
registered in Lithnania. In 2003 iﬁwbﬁknhbokphqehwhichChecbnpecplom:mlved.
buttheywueqdiﬁ.duhooﬂ-ﬁmorlﬁhy.hunmniaﬂuemﬁwwmﬁngnmm.
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It should be noted that after the events of 11 September 2001 in New York Lithuanigy Tartar:
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In the Republic of Lithuania there is no special legal or institutional mechanisz: which
ensured the pastisipetic ufhhdhsmﬂoﬁumﬁo&ﬂ(oﬁnh)mhﬁepoﬁﬁul.ﬂﬁ(h
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referendums and to be elected as a member of the Parliament (Seimas) of the Ropublic of Lithuanin
and the local Councils. The reprosentatives of Muslim communities (Tartars, A:zerbafjanis, Uzbeks,
Tadjiks, Lebanese) are clected to the Council of National Communities at the Department of Nationa|
Minorities and Lithuanians living abroad. Every year the Department assigns about 10 thousand litas
to support the cultural and educational activities of these communities.

On the paragraph 16 of Resolution 2005/36 “The incompatibility between demoacracy
and racism” . -

In 1995, The Seimas of the Republic of Lithumnia issued a statement On the signs of racism,
xenophobia and related intolerance. It preaches the ideclogy based on racial intolerance, violence or
discrimination, az well as any actions straining relations and encouraging mistrust between differert
racial, ethmic, national, religious and social groups; strongly condemns racisir, xcnophobia, anti-
Semitism and intolerance, national, religious, racial and other forms of disorimination; agsures not t>
tolerate anti-Semitism of any possible form, also in the mass media, publications, public de:laration:,
the institutions of education and training; undertakes an obligation to pay a special attention to thé
improvement and implementation of the Lithuimian laws agminst these unjustifiable acts; urges the
Govemnment of Lithusnia to support the meuns of prevention against still ¢xisting ixtolerance
especisily promoting reciprocal understanding and trust; contributes to the studies of other nitionalitics
and languages, whst provides better understanding of the peculiarities of other countries and :aatioas.

On 7 November, 2002 by the decision No. [X - 1185 of The Seimas of the Ripublic «f
Lithuania The National Plan on the Promotion and Protection of Human Right:. in tie Republic ¢f
Lithuania was approved. The implementation of this plan is sponsored by ths UN Development
Programme. The Committee of Human Rights of the Seimas formed a working group which prepared
a project of the programme on the combat against intolerance, racism and xenophobia. Since 2005 a
part of the means inciuded in this programme is being implemented by the Department of Nation:l
Minorities and Lithusnians Living Abroad in its 2005- 2010 programme of intsgration of natiow
minorities into Lithnamisn society.

The problem of racism, anti-Semitism, xenophobia in Lithuanian political lifs mostly emerges
in the context of opinions expressed by non-parlisment parties, insignificant political organizations or
individual politicians, The partics in Parliament, the Board of the Scimas unreservedly cond xmnn racist
or xenophobic rhetoric. Due to the anti-Semitio, Islamophobic or xenophoble declaraticms of the
members of the Parliament during 2001- 2003, the Seimas Commission of Ethics :nd Procedure issued
five decisions. :

Certain debates took place in the Seimas in 2002 when the amendment of thy Law ¢n
Citizenship was adopted. On the opinion of national minorities, the new provisions in the liw violate
the constitutionally cstablished principle of equality. A group of Parliament Menibers addicssed Tlie
Constinmtional Court of Lithusnia requesting to consider if those provisions are not. disoriminating with
regard to national minorities. The request was accepted by the Constitutional Cour.

In 2004 a group of Parliament Members addressed the Board of the !icimas proposing lo
injtiste a reforendum for the amendment of the article 91 of the Constitution of the Rizpublic of
Lithuania in order to establish that only the person of Lithuanien nationality could become the Prinie
Minister. This proposal was criticized as discriminating during the political debetes, in the means of
mass media and rejected by the Board of Scimas on the formal grounds.



