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Question 1
Please explain how the right to housing of persons with disabilities is guaranteed in domestic law, including constitutional provisions and human rights legislation.

Answer
For their basic needs including housing needs, Cypriot citizens with no adequate financial means are allowed a Guaranteed Minimun Income (GMI). Housing allowance is granted when either the beneficiary of the GMI is living  in a rented property or in an owned property for which they pay mortgage interest . The level of the housing allowance is calculated according to the composition of the family unit and the district of residence, according to the following table.

	Family Composition
	Maximum Housing Allowance

	
	Nicosia-Limassol-Famagusta
	Larnaca
	Paphos

	Single or Couple without children
	154 €
	134,75 €
	96,25 €

	Couple with 1 child or 2 children under 18 of same sex
	224 €
	196 €
	140 €

	Couple with 2 children of different sex
	280€
	245€
	175€

	Single Parent with 1 child
	224 €
	196 €
	140 €

	Couple with 1 child over 18 and 1 child under 18  
	280 €
	245 €
	175 €

	Couple with 3 children under 18 
	280 €
	245 €
	175 €

	Supplement for persons with disabilities
	70 €
	61,25 €
	43,75 €

	Supplement for larger families (extra allowance for every extra dependent over 18 or 2 dependents under 18)
	56 €
	49 €
	35 €


Housing- Additionally, for people with disabilities, the total housing allowance can be increased by 20%, or up to 50% for persons dependent upon wheelchairs or persons with increased needs of care and assistance.

Question 2

There are no statistical data or reports regarding housing condition of persons with disabilities.

Question 3

Please provide data on the number of persons with disabilities living in residential institutions (and relevant information on the progress towards developing or implementing deinstitutionalisation strategies to facilitate a sustained transition from institutions to community based living arrangements).
Answer

As regards, state Homes for the Elderly and People with Disabilities, the number of persons with disabilities (mental, intellectual disabilities) is 12 out of total 44 residents. As regards, private Homes for the Elderly and People with Disabilities there are 5 private Homes in which people with mental disabilities are facilitated and around 106 private Homes which also facilitate people with disabilities but the majority of residents are not people with disabilities. The Social Welfare Services are not in a position to provide the actual data for the number of people with disabilities facilitated in the private Home.

Question 5
Measures to increase the number of “universally designed” flats or houses in communities
The Ministry of Interior, aiming in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the provisions of Regulation (EU) 305/2011 for the construction products and particularly with the Basic Requirement "Safety in Use and Accessibility", proceeded with the preparation of the Approved Document "Accessibility and Safety in Use", which would be an Annex to the legislation and therefore a legal obligation. The Approved Document with the accompanied legislation is being discussed at the moment, at the relevant Parliamentary Committee. After its discussion at the Parliamentary Committee, the Approved Document will be forwarded for voting and implementation. 

According to the Approved Document "Accessibility and Safety in Use", the study submitted to the competent Authority from the Designer, for the purpose of granting a building permit for a project, must apply the principles of Universal Design (Design for All) in accordance with the provisions of the Approved Document. 

The Approved Document "Accessibility and Safety in Use" will apply to all buildings except single-family houses and apartment blocks up to 4 residential units. The application of the provisions of this Document for single-family houses and apartment buildings up to 4 residential units is optional. Excluded from the requirements of the document are functional auxiliary spaces (eg areas occupied by heating and air-conditioning installations), historic buildings and protected monuments, etc


