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Geneva, 29™ October 2015

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and to the Special Rapporteur on
adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living and with
reference to your note verbale dated 23 April 2015, requesting views and inputs from Member
States by replying to the questionnaire on priority issues towards the development of the New
Urban Agenda (UN Conference on Sustainable Urban Development — Habitat III, 2016)
pursuant to resolution, A/HRC/25/17, the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has the honour to attach a copy of the government of Saudi Arabia’s response to the

questionnaire.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights and the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an

adequate standard of living the assurances of its highest consideration.

United Nations

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
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Ma pdate of the Specizl Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing

Questionaire

Wiat role will nutionz] snd international human rights standards on the right to adequate
housing play in inferming your pasitioas snd proposals for Habitat 1H[?  Can yeu please
provide eonerete exsmples fn this regard?

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has always taken human rights inte considerstion, The Rule
Rasic Law {Constitution) of the Kingdom included severat articles related to human rights. For
axample, article (26} emphasized the State whligation to protest human rights, Article’ (27) stated
that the state guarentees the right of citizens and their families, in case of emergengy. sickness,
disability and old age. ard support the social security svstem and encoursge institutions end
individuals to contribute fo charity, '

This was reflectad in the regulation of the Public Authority for Housing - reptaced by the
Miaistry of Housing later — where the first mentioned poal of the Authority was to facilitate citizen
aceess to an affordable houss, considering quality, ¢ilzen inpome, and within the appropriate stage
of his life. It was zlso reflacted in the proposed National Housing Strategy that summarized the
vision for the Kingdom's housing sector as "An effective housing sestor thet shall comribute to the
natienal development of Saudi Avabla by enabling citizens to access adequate housing, through a
sustainable, knowledge and quality based housing market™. '

The Kingdom of Saudi Arahis commilted imgenationzl legal standards of the right to
sdequate housing  identified by e Committee on Beoaamic, Social and Cultural Rights. For
example, the Ministry of Housing put it standands i ereure house quality and adequacy. It
also planned and implemented an {nitiative to provide housing subsidies, This initiative that aimed
to target cligible Szudi families without access 1o adequate housing, was based on non-
discrimination and equality. .

To provide subsidized adequate affordable housts Lo eligible Saudi families, an unptecedented
fund (250 billion SR) was allocated For this purpoese. Accarding to the 10th Development Plan
{2015 — 2019) and to moet Saudi citizens housing demand, 1.25 million housing product with a
cost exceeding 625 billion SR should be provided. The Ministry of Housing will contribute to
provide 500 thoussnd housing product with a cost of 230 billion SR, the Real Extate Development
Fund will contribute to provide 300 thousand housing product with 4 cost o 130 billion SR, the
private sector will contribute to provide 400 thousand housing product with a cust of 200 billion
SR. while governmental agencies will contribute to provide the remaining 50 thousand housing

product,

1n addition, The issuance of the mortgage legislation will eneourage introduging new capital b
housing finance market, and new developers the housing secton, which will cesultin an increase
in supply, and betier oppariunities (o meet the right of Saudi citizens to acquine affordeble houses.
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One xipeet for discassion in the context of Habitat HT will likely be “social cohesion and
housing™ What pablic policies, programutes, or plans arce being ¢onsidering vr have been put
forward by nationsi or subnational level governmests related to “social cohesion™ (for
example: non-discrimination and equality) and the right to adequate housing? Flease
specifically refereace any polices, programmes, or plans aimed ai ensuring inclusive housing
for dizndvantaged groups such s migrunis and reflugees, woimen, young peaple, cklsr peaple,
and people with disabilities in urban centres.

The Kingdom reprezented by the Ministry of Houstag has always aimed @t ensuning social
cohesion and right 1o adeyuate housing., Several policies and progrmmes were put and
implemented by the Ministry of Housing to achieve this poal.

One of the most important is the {Eligibility & Prioritization Mechanism for Housing Subsidy
Applications “Eskan™ programume planned and implemented by the Mintstry of Housing to ensurc
assigning the available budget to the mos eligible Saudi families, and to reduce the waiting time 10
acquire adequate bouses. I comprises both an integrated legal framework which regulates the
howsing subsidy delivery, and 3 powerfol and tramsparent mechanism 10 apply it through an
infgrated electronic platform that includes an integrated network connected to relovant entitics,
Cofryyster Programs o process applications, snd a ponal {www.eskan.gov.sa) that provides several
interactive services o applicants in all kingdom regions.

This prograeme forused on embedding non-discrimination apd equality coneepis. All
applicants 1 get housing subsidized preducs wer2 given equal opportunities throtgh a transparent
ervivonment based on a well studied scoring systern, This system tends to piordtize disadvantaged
groups such a5 disabled, widows, diverced women, orphans, elderly and poor. The Saudi woman 18
tregted 2y the head of household if she is the spomsor for her children end consequently she has the
right to apply. The system also tends to include differcnt social scgments within cach housing
project to ensure social cohesion,

The Ministry of Housing implernented a set of minimum standards thar shoud be considered by
the develapers within (PPP) projects W ensure providing sdequate houses & houstng subsidy
beneficiaries within sustainable and wregrated communitios.

The Ministry also considered the segments (hat may nol be included or ideally served by this
mechamism such as singles and severe cases through aliemate programmes (hat are currently under
discussim.
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In light of the fact that subnational and Weak governments play an cisential role with respect
to the implementation of the right fo sdequsite honsing, what plans and procedares does your
Government lutend to implement to ensure they are engaged in the lend up ta Habitat 111 as
wiell as with respect to the implementation of commitments coming out of Hahitet 1117

In Saudi Arabia, the Ministry Of Municipalitics and Rural Affairs (MOMRA) has 16 branches
(Amanat) covering the 13 regions and major cities, The (Amanat) includes 769 miunicipalities. The
clected Municipal councils have wide authority especially with regard w study and express an
opinion en & number of issues before they are subtnitted 1 the relevant suthoritics, Thess may
include muaster plans, projects of expropristion in the public interest, terms and conditions of
construction, tand use, munieipul services and fees, as well sy Bollow-up conditions and criteria
tedated to public health,

{Amanat) usually reflect the people needs and address relovant suthorities sush as Ministry of
Housing conceming required housing projects to provide adequate housing for local commumities,
and Ministry of Social affairs concerning charities and social insurance.

All relevant ministries and authordties sux:h.aﬁ Miaistry OF Municipalitiss snd Rural A ffairs and
Ministry of Housing are gware of the outeomes of Habitat 11, and Habitat U needed contributions,
and they will share setting the challenges faced, and recommendations for Habitat [,

What interesting or unkque housing policies, programs, or good practices consistent with the
humap sight to housing dees yoar Government intemd o highlight throuph the Habitat 11
process? Please provide examiples buth from local, subpations), or national levels of
girvermment, and, if apphicabie, from non-government sectory as well,

Many relevant government and non-gévermment entities in Kingdom of Saud] Arabia devetoped
several housing initiatives, policies, and programs regarding the human right te adequate housing.
Many of these initiatives and practices should be highlighted through the Habitat T process.
Prominent examples may ineluds v

® Bligibilitv & Prieritizntion Mechanism for Housing Subsidy Applications *Eskan™
As mentiond earlier, this programme 15 a nationa) projoct planned and implemented by the
Ministry of Housing to develop 2 mechanism 1o verify the cligibility conditions snd
determine priorities of the citizens upplying 10 scquire bousing units built by the ministry and
other forts of goverament and private subsidized housing products, The programme sits to
serve the most deserving families thet do nat have adequate housing, taking into account age,
income, family size, marital status and spevial cases such as disabled. widows, divorced
women, orphans. elderly and poor, throgh a clear and transparent scoring system, The
Ministry launched a anified porial for receiving and processing all residential subsidy
requests  (ewiw.eskan.gov.se). The number of applicants through the portal was nearly ene
million Sandi citizzns representing almaost one million Saudi family, where the number of i
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beneficiarics was ebout (753,000} citizen, The program provided cqual opportumities o men
and women 2nd aflowed Saudi wornen to apply as the head of household if she is the sponsor
for her children. Furthermore, women were given advaniage in some cases as cascs of
widows and divorcees through awarding extra points to raise the priorty.

® Matingg] Netwark for Rent Services “Fjar™

In order to orgunize the residential rea] estate market, the Ministry of Housing has established
a nationa) network For rent serviges, T aims o comrel the reat warket in 1he Kingdam
through the provision of unprecedented etectronic services for alk relevant stake holders.
helps facilitsting the tenant aceess (o suitable housing and the tessor presentation of his units
throvgh 4 teal estate broker office. It allowz verifying the tenamt 1D, electronic
documentation for rent contract, and electronic payment of remt Bill. The network
{www ejar.gov.sa) was launched for real estate brokers registration in 2014 AD. '

1stes to provide affecdable housing
In accordance with the mammcndauam of tht: National Housing Strategy o strengthen the
partsierchip with the private sector, the Ministry of Housing developed a mechamism in order
tor make advange of private sector knowledge and flexibility. ft provided the private sector
develnpers with a package of incentives o encourage them to provide eligible beneficiaries
with sustainable affordsble housing a8 soon as possible. The Ministry considersd the
developers views through several specialized workshops and through cooperation and
coordination with the représentatives of she National Real listate Committee of Saudi
Chambers Courcil, The mechanism ineludes also the development of standards for the
rehahilitationt of the developers, and providing legal frames to organize the private sector
participation in different housing programmes. The Ministry Jaunched the first of partnership
projects (Riyadh -1} in Riyadh city fbr the construction of residential apartments. Later, the
ministry launched five new projects for the partnership with the private sector in Madina and
Jeddah {twa projects), Dammamand atif. These projects will provide (26) thousand
apartments to eligibles.

B Divessification of housing products
In order to ensure that the right of every citizen to adequate housing dnd o meet the
requirements of all applicants of different needs and segments. the Ministry of Housing has
pravided & variety of products: land, lean, land snd loan. and residential units. Tn addition,
the rednistry worked with the Real Estate Development Fund to diversify s eoles and provide
ew funding abternatives to meet the different nocds. '

¥ Increasing housing finance and diversifying its sources:

The Ministry is keen to increase housing finance and diversifying its sources. It 100k the
initiative to organize meetings and workshops with bank sector representatives and the Saudi
Atahian Monetary Apeney w study different financing altematives, and to encourage long-
tert housing fnance and reduce its risks, and to link debt service 1o an acceptable percentage
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of the family income. This should increase the oppornunities of Saudi citizens 1o acquire

adequate housing. .
¥ Encouraging the inisttion of idle residential land to bousing markat

The Mimistry is keen to resist the telention of residential land and disabling its development.
it prepared a proposal to stimulate the residential land development and to injeet it to the
housing market, which {s proposed to be reflected positively on decreasing land prices to fair
levels, and thus fower the cost of construction and incresse the opportunities of acquiting
affordahie housing by Saudi citizens,

Charity hoesing initislives

Severst charities are providing houses for needy citizens. Une of the most mportant s (King
Abdulish Bin Abdul-Aziz Foundation for Devetopment Honsing Bedicated to His Parents). It
was established in 1473 AH and carried out 20 projects including (8,632 residintial units. 13
of these projects with a total cost of about (6.64) billion rivals wers finished and units were
allocated to almost (63,000} benefieiaries of Sawdi farnilics. Other charities engaged in
providing housing for needy citizens were founded, Examles include Prince Salman
Charitable Housing Association, and Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud charity.

Please reflect on mechanisms used to monitor complinnce with Habitat 11 {1926) at the
wational level that bave proves effective wnd, if possibde, provide examples. What kind of
Mecknnisms would your Government envisage 3 part of the monitoring and implersentation
of Habitat HI?

AAF relevant minkstries and authorities such as Ministry OF Municipalities and Rurat & fTairs and
Migistry of Housing are aware of the owteones of Habitat i and they positively reacted with them,

Hahitat H (1996) recommended the concept development of housing sector indicator and urban
development indicators. It idemified five key arcas where we Believe thar the Ministry of Housing
has succeeded in implementing a veriety of initiatives associated with these temes, This cars be
detatled as folkows ; -

V[ Bartnershigs with the local governmant | g Developing  real  estate  d eu!iopérg}

sector and the private sactar partnership  mechanisms o bulld on
develppers land.

B | aunching partnership with develppers to|
tunild om the Ministry lang, .

~ B niversifying of housing finance tools and !
i aligynatives
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B Developing the Elglbility & Frioritization
- Mechanism  for  Housing Subsidy
Applications “Eskan”

% peveloping the  slsctronic  Hational
Hetwork for Rent Services “Eiar”

implemeanting housing grojeers by the
Kinkstry of Housing and through FPP

3 | Prowiding basic servies compliant with | » Develoging minimum standards by the

environment Minkstry of Housing & ensurg house
quallty and adeguacy and suslainabie
serviced communitiss
4 | tnnovative financing for settiements =

incrementing & Dwensifying of housing
fingnce tools and gltematives

5 Planning, afganizing and urban gOVernance. | W poaviching the National Housing Strategy

The previously mentioned relevamt entities will continee ta inplenwnt and expand the
mentionad initiatives in addidon o introducing mew initiatives in response to Hebitgt 11
comyriiments.




