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[bookmark: _GoBack]Please explain how your organization or institution defines homelessness in various contexts, for example, when measuring the extent of homelessness or conducting research about it, or preparing proposals and advocacy projects. Please explain why the definition was chosen. Do these definitions differ from those used by your government? Please provide any available data on the extent of homelessness in general and among particular groups in your country and identify any limitations to this data.

In its work with local county planning groups across the state of New Jersey, Monarch Housing Associates uses the the following definition of homelessness from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD.)

Individuals and families who meet the criteria in paragraph (1)(i) of the homeless definition in 24 CFR 91.5 of HUD’s Homeless Definition Rule include individuals and families who are:

· Sheltered, or “living in a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designated to provide temporary living arrangement (including congregate shelters, transitional housing, and hotels and motels paid for by charitable organizations or by federal, state, or local government programs for low-income individuals),” or
· Unsheltered, “with a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station, airport, or camping ground.”

This definition does not include those who may be at risk of homelessness, precariously housed, or considered homeless under other federal statutes. Persons who, on the night of the count, were living doubled up with another household, living in illegal or overcrowded units, being discharged from a jail or health facility with no subsequent residence, scheduled to be evicted, or paying for its own motel unit.

What population groups are most affected by homelessness in your country/ in your organization’s area of work? Please provide any information you have about the extent or experiences of homelessness among particular groups such as children and youth, women, indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, and others. If relevant studies exist please indicate or share a link, a reference or a copy.

On the nights of the 2015 Point in Time count in January and February of 2015 in New Jersey, a total of 7,441 households, including 10,211 persons, were experiencing homelessness in New Jersey. This was an overall decrease of 1,645 persons, or 13.9%, compared to the 2014 count. 

· 1,425 persons, in 1,249 households, were identified as chronically homeless, a decrease of 74 persons, or 4.9%, compared to the 2014.

· 974 persons were unsheltered; up 4.6% from the 931 persons counted in 2014.

Other key findings from the Point in Time count include:

· The number of homeless persons in emergency shelter, transitional housing and safe havens decreased 10%, 27.9% and 60% respectively.  The overall homeless population in New Jersey has decreased at an average rate of 7.6% per year over the last 5 years. 

· 1,346 (18.1%) of the 7,441 homeless households counted through NJ Counts 2015 were families with children under the age of 18.   There was a 21% decrease in homeless families as compared to 2014.

· 46 unaccompanied youth under 18, were identified in the count.  This represents a 33.3% reduction in the homeless unaccompanied youth population.

· 2,471 children under the age of 18 were homeless. Of these children, 1,278 (51.7%) were five years of age or younger, and 1,193 (48.3%) were between the ages of six and seventeen.  Children under the age of 18 represented 24.2% of the homeless population

· 695 veteran households with 738 persons were identified in 2015, representing an 11.9% increase from 2014.  80 veteran households with 85 persons were unsheltered on the night of the count. 

· 42% of homeless persons reported some type of disability.  Among homeless adults over the age of 18, 52.4% reported a disability.  The most prevalent disability reported was mental health issues.

· 17.9% of households reported that they had been homeless for more than one year.

Click here for the 2015 Point in Time count statewide report for New Jersey.

In your organization’s view, what are the primary systemic and structural causes of homelessness? How is your organization addressing these and how should these be addressed by Governments?

The primary cause of homelessness in New Jersey is the high cost of housing.  Other causes include lack of a paying job or other income to afford housing and disabilities such as mental illness, substance abuse and physical illness.

For example, NJCounts 2015 found that

· 36% of homeless households indicated they had no source of income while 23.9% of homeless households indicated they were not connected to any kind of non-cash mainstream benefit.

· 37.1% of homeless households indicated they were staying with friends and family immediately prior to becoming homeless.

· Top factors contributing to homelessness were: being asked to leave a shared residence (21.4%), loss or reduction of job income or benefits (16.8%), and eviction (12.7%).

According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition’s 2015 Out of Reach Report, 26 percent of renter households in New Jersey have extremely low incomes. The housing wage to afford a two-bedroom apartment is $25.17/hour. There is a shortage of 210,481 of units that are affordable and available for extremely low-income renters.

Please provide information about any proposed or existing strategies or legislation that your organization or institution might be familiar with aimed at reducing or eliminating homelessness. Explain any goals or timelines that have been adopted for this purpose, describe how progress has been monitored, describe how those affected by homelessness have been involved and provide information on results to date. Does your institution/organization have any suggestions for how existing or proposed strategies could be improved?

Monarch Housing works to end homelessness through expanding the supply, accessibility and variety of affordable, permanent supportive housing through development, planning, advocacy and partnerships.

Monarch Housing Associates advocates for increased funding for federal programs that have been proven to end homelessness.  Monarch Housing recently partnered with the Housing and Community Development Network of New Jersey in writing an op-ed piece that was published by NJ Spotlight - http://monarchhousing.org/2015/10/25/lives-in-the-balance-as-congress-underfunds-housing-vouchers/.  

The op-ed piece explains how the lives of the homeless are in the balance as the United States Congress continues to underfund key federal housing programs including the Housing Choice Voucher program.

Our public policy priorities include:

Restore Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers
· Provide sufficient funding to renew all Housing Choice Vouchers (Section 8) in use in 2015 and include in the FY 2016 appropriations an additional $512 million for 67,000-targeted vouchers to restore the vouchers lost to sequestration
· Target new vouchers to vulnerable populations including homeless families, veterans who are unable to receive HUD-VASH vouchers, victims of domestic and dating violence, and Family Unification Program families

Making Homelessness a Federal Budget Priority 
· Support a funding increase for the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants program
· McKinney-Vento funding needs a robust increase to fund enough permanent supportive housing to end chronic homelessness and expand rapid re-housing and prevention programs.

Ensure Funding for the National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF)
· In the House, sign on to HR 1662, The Common Sense Investment Act
· Stop any efforts to prohibit Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac from making payments to the National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF)

Protect and Increase Funding for the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC)
· Support legislation to extend minimum 9% and 4% Housing Credit rates in order to increase the predictability and financial feasibility of affordable housing development
· Protect the Housing Credit in tax reform and increase Housing Credit resources by an amount that makes significant progress towards meeting the affordable housing needs of low-income families. 
Increase funding for the Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Program
· Fund HOME at $1.060 billion, the amount requested in the President’s budget.
Increase the capacity of Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA) programs:
· Provide sufficient funding for RHYA programs to support existing programs and help communities better meet the needs of homeless and runaway youth
· Fund an incidence and prevalence study of homeless youth

The Special Rapporteur is particularly interested in receiving any available testimonial or visual documentation of the experiences of homelessness and the struggles of homeless people for justice. Please indicate whether this type of information or images can be made public by the Special Rapporteur, and if homeless persons in pictures, videos, etc. have given their consent for the use of their images.

Lynne has shared her story and struggle to find affordable housing with Monarch Housing Associates.  She has given consent to have her story made public.

Lynne lives in Wharton, New Jersey.  She is now successfully housed, living independently in her own apartment and working full time for a nonprofit organization.  She holds a masters degree and multiple certifications in education.

But she experienced homelessness after she got divorced and then moved to South Carolina for a job in the public schools that unfortunately did not work out.  She and her ex-husband lost her job in a short sale.

When the job ended in June 2013, she found without any income and lost her apartment.  She moved in with a family helping with children, around the house, etc. in exchange for room and board but that situation did not work out and then her car was hijacked.

Her daughter who lived in New Jersey heard about the organization Family Promise.  Lynne came back to New Jersey and tried staying with family but found that to be difficult.  In August 2014, she connected with Family Promise and began to get food, clothing and shelter from them while staying in a different church every week.  In February 2015, she received a housing voucher and her own apartment

To Lynne, a voucher and her apartment means “a safe place to call home” and helped her with her job search because her new apartment is near a bus stop.  She can also do her shopping and errands more easily.  Her vouchers “enables her to be more independent.”  

Her message is that homelessness “can happen to anyone.”  She has over 30 years of teaching experience.  She found it hard to get the credit she needed to get an apartment when she was not working.   She says, “lawmakers need to know how helpful vouchers are.”
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29 Alden Street Suite 1B, Cranford, NJ 07016 rbrown@monarchhousing.org  tel. 908.272.5363 
First Winner of the Governor’s New Jersey Excellence in Housing Award

image1.jpeg
wW

monarch

HOUSING ASSOCIATES




image10.jpeg
wW

monarch

HOUSING ASSOCIATES





Homelessness and the ight t Housng.
monarch e, 55

e it e st s o sfnes s i e
i e g e e o o o
e Fspot rd by o e s o A s 59
e it B 4 o P g
i e .

[ —y

It o v et e i g (] s e .

St o et ey oy syttt
o T o e (g e et

i o e e AL

it v ey e e o s ol el ot

e e

e e s 0

Wht st o et st by s e
s s s e o A o ot et
et e e e 3 e 190,
s, e o S, 20 et et e e

On ittt o T i gy e 2013 e e




