#* TNBOUND NOTIFICATION : FAX RECEIVED SUCCESSFULLY **

TIME RECEIVED REMOTE CSID DURATION PAGES
November 25, 2015 4:52:17 pMm GMT+01 41 22 7384415 121 6 gllél'?ged

25/11/2885 15:83 41-22-7384415 MISSION EGYFTE P&GE  B1/86

ol o & o] Al o
ill._.n.“.!.‘ﬂ Bl)bp.ﬂl ;l.g.h_..n‘g ,Bdrezafl r....aIﬂW ._5.-\.‘

S dpdi adanad g

Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Tgypt
to the United Wations Office, the World Trade

Organization «IIntermational Organizations

in Geneva

URGENT

CHAN.ZOI5, 145

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt o the United Nations Oifice,
the World Trade Organization. and Qther Internativnal Organizations at Cieneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. and with reference
lo OHCHR s circular note dated 21% of September 2015 concerning the questionnaire
prepared by the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate standard of living and on the
right to non-discrimination in this context in rclation to her upcoming report to the Human
Rights Council's 31% session in March 2016 with a focus on the issue of hnmelessness and
the enjoyment of the right to adequate housing. has the honor ta attach herewith the answers
to the aforementioned guestionnaites submitted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban

Communities of the Arab Republic of Egypr.
The Permanent Mission of the Arah Republic of Egypt expresses its wishes that the
attached submission constitule a valuable cantribution to the pracess of the preparation of

the reporl.

The Permanent Mission of the Arah Republic of Egypt to the United Nations Office.
the World Trade QOrganization, and Other International Organizations at Geneva avails itself
of this opportunity to renew 1o the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the

assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 24 November 2(H 3

o

Office of the High Commissinner for Human Rights (Special Procedures Brancl‘t) ‘
Fax: +41-22 917 90 08 B R
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1, Please explain how your government defines homelessocss?

The Ministry of Housing doesn't have a specific definition of "homelesspess”,
bt there are catcgories which can be classified under this concept as described
belaw:

« The residents of unconventional buildings: The Central Agency for
Public Mobilization &nd Statistics (CAPMAS) refers to (he
snconventional buildings as (Hut - Teat - cemetety -cart .. eic).

+ The neediest and urgent cases: The Minigtry of Bousing is allocating
housing units to the neediest and urgent cases through the study and
resuarch Committee constiluled by the Ministerial Decree No. 452 of
4514 nader the ¢hairmanship of the Minister of Housing to receive the
requests of low income, neediest and urgoot cases ¢itizens (low-ingome
people - residents of unconventonal buildings - widows and divorced-
homeless ...},

2. How is Homelessness measured in your country?  What criteria and
cndicators are used and how is data coltected and systematically updated
for this purpose?

The residents of unconventional buildings: The main spurces for calculating
the population of uhconventional buildings are the data released evory ton years
by the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics (2006 is the latest
vorsion), In addition to CAPMAS periodic annual roports as well as periodic
reparts issued by the Netional Utban Observatory {NUQ) affiliated to the
Gengral Organization Far Physical Plamning (GOFP).

These data are collectod and updated through a comprehensive survey carried
out by CAPMAS, that data are used when developing the annual plan for
housing in Egypt aimed at providing residential units to cOver unmet needs of
residential units, incndiog the units of unconventional buildings inhabitants and

one-roorh inhabitants.
Table shows the distribution of families and [adividuals gurbers sccording to the type
of family dwelling o the governorates of the Republic
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The neediest and urgent cases: The main souree for collecting data of the
neediest and nrpent cases is the social rescarch carried out by sociclogists at the
Ministry of Solidarity to know If they deserve to get housing units, whether
through field visite and each case document, all of these dala are reviowed
through the study and resegrch Commitiee constituted by the Ministerial Decree
No. 452 of 2014.

The sclcetion Criteria and indicators used for selecting the beneficiaries is done
through the availability of the following condiliona:

» Low-iocome citizens {Jess than 3000 L.E /M for families and 2250 L.EM
for Single).

» The citizen or the family (husband { wife / minor children) mustn't owy, a
housing unit or have an old rent system unit.

1. What Population groups arc mast affected by homelessness in your

country? How have their experiences been decumented and by whom?

The ministry docs mot have any statstics in this regard as it is beyond its scope
of work.

4, Plenase provide information and details on the primary systemic znd
structaral causes of homelessness jn your conntry.

Tt is possible to identify a set of main causes for the existence of the neediest

and urgent tases through their umits' allocation Tequests as follows:

» The rising renis.

« The low incomes,

» More than one family arc living ip one unit and the inability to provide
another unit.

+ TRarshackle or collapsed buildings and 1he inability fo provide another

urit.

Inierna} migration of unstable fabor {(day laborers - janitor -...).

Cages of widows and divorcees.

Cometerits inhabitants.

»  Stum-dwellers.

5. Please provide sny information available about discrimination and
stiymatization of people who are howmeless, including laws or policles
that may be used (o remove homeless person from public space or o
promote activities io public spaces such as sleeping, eamping, eating, ox
askiny for money.

We do not have ay information about the existence of racism and porsecutionn
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against those categories.

6. Tlas Homelessness been recegnized ag a human right violation by courts
or by pational human rights institution in your cowntry?
First: Egypt’s Constitution 2014:

Egypt believes that adequatc housing is ane of the cssentiz] needs of modemn
man, it's slso & tundamental component of people rightw approved by
interpational conventions, ome of the basic rights of protection and care
provided by the State 1o ils citizens as it comes after the state commitment to
provide foud and clothing, and from here cmerged the importance of housing as
one of the main pillars for the secuxity of any society.

The 2014 Constitution reflects the keen interest of the Egyptian Govemnment [0
provide adequate housing as the anticle 7% of the 2014 Constitution Stipulated
that “The state guarantecs the right to adequate, safc and healthy honsing to all
citizens, ensuring human dignity and social justice. The state is also cbligated to
esiablish a national housing plan ..”

Eaypt is also 4 signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states
(the right to adequate housing) and Article (25) Stipulated” Everyonc has the
right to a standard of ving adequatc for the health and well-being of himself
and of Wis family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care znd
necessary social services, and the right to security in the cvent of
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, cofd age or other lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control™,

Yecond: Egypt housing strategy:

As a part of the state intercst to develop 2 vision for housing which includes
stable strategies to define the responsibilitizs of the bousing sector various
actors, the Ministry of Housing is curreptly preparing the final draft of Fgypt
housing strategy ip collaboration with the United MNations TTeman Settlements
Programme (UN-Hubitat), tho most important objectives of this strategy:

» Citizens cmpowerment to recognize iheir nght w0 housing and live a
decent life in a stable and secore eovironment as well as gogd services,
without discrimination on the basis of different social groups and income
segments, espeeially to ensure adequate housing for groups that cannot
provide accommodztion for themselves.

» Equality and sorial justice in housing policies.

s Targeting the poor and underprivileged groups to epable them to obtain
adequate housing and enjoy prospercus living conditions.

+ Achicving suslainability through enabling hovsing sector to reach the best

PAGE  B4/B6



25/11/28R5

15:683

41-22-7384415 MISSION EGYPTE

use of searce resourees for currenl and firure generations.

Among the governing principles of the strategy:

All cifizens cojuy the right to adeguate housing: as supulated in the
Egyptian Constitution of 2014 (Article 78) and in the Universal
Declaration of Humen Rights (Article 23},

Qocial Justige; where should mot be any discrimination berween the
community sectors in bousing policies and programs and also no sector
should be marginalized.

The giate's commitment to help those who are unabie to fnd housing
units: imeluding marginalized and disadvantaged groups beeause of the
fzilures of the market economy.

sypport of housing  policies for sustaimable natiopsl  econemic
development plans, either dircetly or indirectly: This means the housing
contribution in ackieving effective economic dev elopment for current and
firure generations.

Hpusing policies and programmes based on the accurate insformation
about the sector through it reliance on adequate studics of the housing
markets and its dynamics.

7. What legal or sdministrative proeedures are avxilable to challenge
actions or inaction by governments or privafe actors on the groynds that
 they lead to ox fail to address homelessmess?
The Strategic plans for the cities project prepared by the general preamization of
Physical Planning, is deveioping & vigion for the propused housing site for gach
city {povemment housing of private scctor) which includes sites for buildmg
peediest groups projets.

The state has implemented renting to the neediest citizens project (with &
total 43.000 unit) which considered onc of the Mational Housing project
components.
The Social Housing Lavw No. 33/2014 includes building residential upits
with rental system targeting low-Income calegotics.
The taw also gave prierity of rent to the followings Cases:
» Bresdwinoer of the beneficiaries’ families of monthly social
security aids according to the Social Secunty Law,
» Breadwinner of Lhe needicst families with total monthly family
incone less than 1000 LE.
o Widowed or divorced breadwinner wormen.
« Breadwinner of the hencficiaries’ families of exceptional pensiord
(granting} due to illness.
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» Breadwinner graduated from anc of sacial welfare institutions,

§. Please provide information about any strutegies or legistation in place at
national, subnatienal or local \evels to reduce or eliminate homelessness.
As previously meotiones):

a Epypt Housing Stratcgy which is surrently prepared in
collahoration with the United Nations Human Setrlements
Programme (UN-Habitat).

« ‘There is 2n orienlation to build css arcas residential umits for yont
within the sotial housing project i accordance with law 33 for the
vear 2014,

o The commites formed by Ministeriel Decree No. 4572014 s
currently allocating units for the neediest and urgent cases.



