Proposal for response
 to the Questionnaire sent by 
the UN Special Rapporteur for Adequate Housing

Please find enclosed our responses to the Questionnaire: 
1. We don’t have any statistical indicators regarding the health, mortality and morbidity consequences of inadequate housing and homelessness. 
2- 3. In Art. 22 of the Constitution are regulated and guaranteed three fundamental rights, namely the right to life, the right to physical integrity and the right to mental integrity. Those rights are protected by the Constitution both from the public authorities and from other citizens. The provisions of this article leave no doubt as to the general obligation to respect the life and the physical and mental integrity of individuals. It is true that the public authorities have enhanced obligations in this area, but the text should not be interpreted as referring only to the obligations of public authorities. The provisions of Art. 22 of the Constitution shall be read together with those of Art. 47 of the Basic Law concerning the right to a decent standard of living. According to these, the state is obliged to take measures of economic development and social protection to ensure decent living conditions to the citizens, including access to adequate housing. 
The People’s Advocate, as a fundamental constitutional institution, provided by Art. 58-60 of the Constitution and established by Law No. 35/1997 on the organization and functioning of the People’s Advocate institution, is a public authority, autonomous and independent, whose purpose is to protect the rights and freedoms of individuals in their relations with public authorities.
We submit to your attention a relevant case settled by our institution. We mention that on our website www.avpoporului.ro - section Recommendations are also presented other relevant cases (Recommendation No. 18/2015. and No. 27/2015). 
Amnesty International notified the People’s Advocate institution and asked for clarifications on the possible future eviction by Eforie City Hall, of about 30 Romanian citizens of Roma origin (8 families). Experts from the Constanța Territorial Office of the People's Advocate institution have carried out, on 21 May 2015, an investigation at Eforie City Hall, Constanța County, where they discussed with the Deputy Mayor.   
Regarding the steps taken by local authorities to find alternative housing so that the evicted Roma are not affected, according to the Deputy Mayor, Eforie City Hall, by Local Council Decision No. 148 / 27.07.2012, was established a commission for the allocation of social housing, which proposed the purchase of new modular container homes for some families with children and for some elderly homeless persons. 
In Eforie South, there are under construction two blocks of flats P+8 for social housing, which will be finalized in the near future. All persons living in the Social Care Home who are residents of Eforie City have the opportunity to submit a request for the allocation of social housing. When establishing the criteria under which social housing will be allocated, shall be considered the provisions of Art. 42 and Art. 43 of the Housing Law No. 114/1996. For each prioritization criterion shall be considered, among others: the number of children and other persons living together with the applicants; the health status of the applicants or of the members of their families; the date of the applications. Local authorities have stated that social surveys were conducted, following which were established the following: the composition of families and their income, health status of people, if they work, hygiene conditions, whether they meet their payment obligations, etc. 
Regarding alternative housing provided by the local authorities for evicted families, according to the Implementing Rules of the Housing Law No. 114/1996, “social houses may be rented to persons whose average net monthly income per person in the last 12 months was lower than the average net monthly salary, announced by the National Institute of Statistics before the month in which the request is reviewed and before the month when he social house is given to the tenant”.  
As for providing in the local budget funds for alternative housing for these families, we mention that in the local budget of Eforie City Hall, have not been provided funds for the purchase of necessity housing in 2015, nor for the construction of new social housing. There are under construction two blocks of flats for social housing, P + 8, with 124 apartments, located on Soarelui Blvd. in Eforie South, which will be completed soon and for which Eforie City Hall will pay 20% of the costs. Following the investigation, was issued the Recommendation No. 8/2015. The authority notified accepted the recommendation issued by the Ombudsman, in accordance with treaties and conventions to which Romania is a party. It was also mentioned that the Social Assistance Service within the City Hall regularly monitors Roma families. Regarding the relocation of the 8 Roma families, the City Hall requested the involvement of several institutions (Directorate of Social Assistance and Child Protection, Red Cross, Prefecture of Constanța). By the Decision of the Local Council No. 218 / 31.10.2013, the City Hall has relocated the 8 families (consisting of 12 adults and 19 children) in the residential building of Eforie South School and in Eforie South Old School.  Subsequently, by Decision No. 156 / 07.15.2014, the Local Council allocated a total of 8 container homes to the families who, until then, lived at the two addresses; The City Hall also took steps to obtain funds to address housing problems faced by the persons. 
In this context, was mentioned the pilot program "Social housing for Roma communities". Regarding the emotional state of children from these families, were organized counselling sessions, but they did not attend these sessions. The Directorate of Public and Private Domain Administration has drawn up a report (No. 248/ of 14 April 2015) by which it was decided that social houses will be allocated to the evicted families. The file is pending. 
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