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https://www.uclg-cisdp.org/en/news/latest-news/call-contributions-local-governments%E2%80%99-initiatives-promote-and-protect-human-rights
Contributions should be sent in their final form by February 15, 2019 to registry@ohchr.org (putting nandrews@ohchr.org and a.flety@uclg.org in copy).
The A/HRC/39/L.8 resolution underlines “the expertise and knowledge of local government officials is an important asset in the provision of public services and the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the local government level, and in the implementation of the pledge in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to leave no one behind”.

It encourages “the interaction and exchange of knowledge between local government and local stakeholders (…) with the aim of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals through the promotion of a human rights culture within public services”. It also encourages local governments “to ensure the participation of local stakeholders in local government activities and in public affairs, in efforts to promote and protect human rights at the local level”.

The resolution equally requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a report in consultation with all relevant stakeholders, including local governments, on “effective methods to foster cooperation between local government and local stakeholders for the effective promotion and protection of human rights at their level through local government programmes, including raising awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals, and to indicate the major challenges and best practices in this regard” in order to be submitted to the Council prior to its 42º session.

1. Laws, policies and programmes that have been explicitly developed by local authorities to promote and protect human rights;

2. Effective methods to foster cooperation between local government and local stakeholders for the promotion and protection of human rights;

3. Ways in which local governments raise awareness about, and contribute, to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the New Urban Agenda, including by ensuring participation by local stakeholders;

4. Ways in which local governments are connected with the UN human rights system, for example, by participation in the Universal Periodic Review and the work of human rights treaty bodies and Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council, and the implementation of their recommendations.

1. Laws, policies and programmes that have been explicitly developed by local authorities to promote and protect human rights:
Human Rights declaration of 8 Feb 2001
10 Point Action Plan against Racism, every 3 years, latest version of 2018-2021

Competent authority: Mayor’s office, municipal department for constitutional affairs

Institutions founded:
Human Rights Council (20 members including judiciary, law enforcement, administration, municipal government and civil society) in 2007
Foreigners Council (council for third country citizens without voting rights ‘alternative voting’) in 1996
Council for citizens’ participation (city planning dep.) in 2016
Interreligious council (members of all faith groups) in 2003
Council for persons with disabilities (open to public council for all people concerned or interested in inclusion and accessibility) in 2006
Women’s council/ independent womens’ ombud (including all acknowledged women’s organizations in the city) in 1987
Anti-Discrimination office (counselling service for all forms of discrimination) in 2012
Programmes implemented:

As a member of the Coalition of Cities against Racism the city adopts respective Action plans every three years covering all municipal competences in service provision, education, housing and the fight against hatred.
The city implements an action plan according to the CRPD with annual evaluation on the progress.
According to national law, third country nationals are not eligible to elections. In order to give these city residents a vote foreigners’ elections are being established to vote for the foreigners’ council which has a right to be heard in the municipal council (parliament).
An interreligious dialogue is maintained by the interreligious council, the programme is called Community Spirit which is a charter of living together of different faith groups as well as their ongoing exchange on religious themes and practices.
In the frame of the Action plan against racism an election campaign monitoring is in place. In all municipal elections, the human rights council collects and assesses campaigning material of political parties in order to avoid incitement and thus triggered offences in the public.
There is an annual Human rights report of the city which is prepared by the human rights council. It contains data, deficiencies, good practices and recommendations structured along the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as the reference document.
The city maintains an Interpreter’s pool to support people in need before authorities, healthcare etc.
There is access to health care for all by a special hospital treating persons without social insurance.
A human rights training pool (a network of human rights education organizations) offers services to schools.
2. Effective methods to foster cooperation between local government and local stakeholders for the promotion and protection of human rights:
The above mentioned councils are installed for this role. They have the direct contact with individuals and groups, they have expertise on and advise the municipal government. To be highlighted is the Human rights council with its most important instrument, the Human rights report. This instrument is the most important coordination instrument between residents, stakeholders, institutions and the municipal council and government.
3. Ways in which local governments raise awareness about, and contribute, to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the New Urban Agenda, including by ensuring participation by local stakeholders:
In order to bring the international agendas, human rights-based approach, SDGs and new urban agenda to life in the city, an UNESCO category 2 centre, the International Centre for the Promotion of Human Rights at Local and Regional Levels was founded in 2018. It is the second of this kind in the world (the other is in Buenos Aires).
4. Ways in which local governments are connected with the UN human rights system, for example, by participation in the Universal Periodic Review and the work of human rights treaty bodies and Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council, and the implementation of their recommendations.
The connection with the UN human rights system is not systematic from the government side. It is, besides the above mentioned instruments, rather occasionally. However, the Human rights council seeks this connection, as well as academia. A systematic cooperation is established with UNESCO as Graz is involved in all local level engagements of UNESCO (creative cities, human rights cities, heritage cities and learning cities). In these fields there is active cooperation and exchange with the secretariat in Paris.
