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The Working Group on the use of mercenaries is mandated by the Human Rights Council to monitor mercenaries and mercenary related activities and identify sources and causes, emerging issues and manifestations relating to mercenarism. In this regard, it will examine the issue of foreign fighters as the subject of its report to the General Assembly this year. The Working Group will explore the linkages between these two phenomena and their impacts on human rights, particularly the right to self-determination. 
Panel Topics
Session 1: Motivation and Recruitment Practices 
· Motivational factors for foreign fighters: purely ideological? 

· Recruitment practices 
Session 2: Foreign fighters in armed conflict: human rights and humanitarian law implications
· Human rights impact of foreign fighters including the right to self-determination

· Human rights implications of foreign fighter laws and policies

· Foreign fighters under international humanitarian law

· Addressing the foreign fighter phenomenon from a human rights perspective
Please kindly note that if you are not accredited to the UN, pre-registration is necessary to attend the event.  To register your attendance, please send your name, title and affiliation to the Secretariat of the Working Group: mercenaries@ohchr.org, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
