Report of UN Secretary General on the implementation of the UNGA Resolution A/Res/74/165 of 18 December 2019, entitled "Effective promotion of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities"
Activities undertaken by Greece

With regard to the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, Greece undertakes a series of activities in order to ensure, inter alia, equality before the law, respect for human rights, promotion of religious freedom and equality of opportunities for the members of the Muslim minority in Thrace. 
The 1923 Treaty of Lausanne established the status of the Muslim minority in Thrace, Greece, identifying it on the basis of the common denominator among its members, i.e. the Muslim faith, without reference to their ethnic origin  (Turkish, Pomak or and Roma). Each of these groups has its own language, as well as distinct heritage and cultural traditions. 

A number of important measures in favour of the members of the Muslim minority in Thrace have been adopted by the Greek Government in recent years. These measures demonstrate Greece’s commitment to further pursue the integration of persons belonging to the Muslim minority in Thrace to the wider society they live in and prosper.  
Particular attention has been paid to education, while other adopted measures aim at promoting and safeguarding the cultural identity of persons belonging to the Muslim minority, as well as at facilitating their access to employment in the public sector. 
Additional steps have also been initiated in order to enable members of the Muslim minority, (especially women and young persons), to be beneficiaries of nationwide projects, co–financed, in some cases, by the EU, designed for vulnerable social groups, focusing, in particular, on issues of gender equality, combating racism and xenophobia and promoting equal opportunities, access to employment and inter–cultural dialogue. 

A. Activities for the promotion and protection of freedom of religion 
There are many mosques offering religious services in the wider area of Thrace and several preachers. Religious preachers are employed by the civil service, enjoying all relevant benefits (welfare, professional stability, etc).
Three Mufti offices –in the cities of Xanthi, Komotini and Didimotiho– according to Law  4511/2018, offer the possibility to Greek Muslims, residents of Thrace, to regulate their family and inheritance affairs in conformity with Islamic Law (Sharia), on a voluntary basis. The Greek State reserves this option for the Greek citizens that are members of the Muslim minority in Thrace, in respect of their distinct culture and tradition. 
B. Participation in public life, both regionally and nation-wide: 
In almost all successive parliamentary elections held in Greece since 1927, candidates that were members of the Muslim minority in Thrace have been elected as Members of Parliament (MPs) - with the governing party, the opposition or, in most cases, on both sides of the Parliament. Currently, there are three (3) MPs that are members of the minority. 
Furthermore, the members of the minority actively participate in all levels of the Local Administration. This continues to be the case, following the last  regional and local elections (May 2019). Approximately twenty five (25) Greek citizens that are members of the Muslim minority  have been elected to Local Administration organs in Thrace.
A quota of 5‰ has been established in the state entry exams system for civil service in favor of persons belonging to the Muslim minority, with the aim of enhancing their active participation in the public sector.  
C. Right to education for the Muslim minority: 
In keeping with the EU’s relevant policy, as well as with the international and regional standards in this field, as outlined in OSCE guidelines, the Greek Government is firmly committed to continue upholding the right to education for the members of the Muslim minority. 
The Muslim population in Thrace benefits from a minority education system. Currently, there are 124 primary and 2 secondary schools operating across the Region of Thrace with minority curriculum in Greek and Turkish.
Minority schooling is fully supported by the State.  In parallel, innovative education policies  pursued at the national level give Minority pupils also the option for access to general public schooling, while at the same time, preserving their linguistic and cultural characteristics.
The cities of Xanthi and Komotini host 2 Koranic Schools, which are likewise funded by the State. Beyond that, Law 4115/2013 introduced the possibility of studying the Quran, on a voluntary basis, in public schools in Thrace, by employing 240 Imams with a proven track record and experience in this regard.
A 0.5% quota in favor of the members of the Muslim minority in Thrace has long been introduced  for the admission to Universities and Higher Technical Educational Institutes / Institutions. The aim of this measure is to promote the integration of persons belonging to the Muslim minority in Thrace into the wider society and to further facilitate their access to the labor market. 
Furthermore, the Theology Faculty of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki has established an Islamic Studies Program since the academic year 2016-2017, as well as a “Minority Education Department”, leading to a public university degree in this field.
D. The issue of the Muftis in the region of Thrace in Greece: 
Regarding the religious leaders of the Muslim minority in Thrace, according to Greek legislation,  the three (3) Muftis are selected, through an open and all-inclusive process, from a pool of notable and esteemed teachers of Islam, members of the minority, and subsequently nominated to the Mufti Offices by the State. 
These religious leaders also have judicial responsibilities with regard to family and inheritance cases of domestic law, which are brought before them by those members of the Muslim minority, who chose to exercise their optional right to have Islamic law applied to their cases. 
For the time being, the Greek State has selected three (3) new acting Muftis who have replaced the former ones due to their retirement. The caretaker Muftis are widely acclaimed for their academic and religious background and they emanate from the younger generation of the minority.
E. Covid-19 pandemic and adoption of protection measures in the region of Thrace: 
With regards to the Covid-19 pandemic, Greece has adopted all the necessary protection measures and provisions in order to ensure and safeguard the health and well-being of all citizens, obviously including those belonging to the Muslim minority in Thrace. 

Whenever it was deemed necessary for health reasons and in order to reduce the spread of the Covid-19 virus, local quarantine regimes were imposed in areas where members of the Muslim minority reside, in close cooperation with the local authority officials and based on impartial and uncontested medical data available at the time. The same measures and provisions were applied in the entirety of the Greek territory, in the context of the nationwide effort to combat the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Special emphasis was placed on ensuring that the prayer of Ezan (the calling to the Mosque) in Thrace was never silenced. In consultation with the minority, there had been unofficial in situ arrangements, which were respected by the vast majority of the population of Muslim faith in Thrace. [It should be noted that, during the Easter period, the ringing of Christian churches’ bells was not at all allowed].
The custom of sounding drums during Ramadan in order to notify the Muslims of the evening break of the fast was also never interrupted in Thrace, as anyone was free to perform it in their own premises. Allocation of public spaces or premises for performing religious rituals and customs en masse was prohibited for all denominations throughout Greece with the aim of preventing gatherings, congestion and overcrowding in order to avert the spread of Covid-19.
F. Freedom of expression and media:
Freedom of expression and media, the existence of pluralistic media and the free flow of information constitute a basic element of every democratic society. 
At least five (5) minority radio stations, seven (7) minority newspapers and various minority magazines and websites are part of an open and pluralistic media environment in Thrace, which functions without restrictions.
Furthermore, the Greek Government attaches great importance to the dialogue with civil society, a dialogue which is an all-inclusive process aimed at promoting the exchange of views and enhancing prosperity, cohesion and equal opportunities for all Greek citizens, irrespective of their religious belief, origin or cultural backgrounds.
It is also through this process that the Greek Government will continue to seek further ways and means to meet the needs of the members of the Muslim minority and enhance their progress, social integration, prosperity and well–being. 
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