                                        Bulgarian legal protection for media
  To: the attention of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, Mr. David Kaye
            In line with the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the Bulgarian law also stipulates norms for protection of the confidentiality of the sources of information. One of the main principles for the activities of media services providers, laid down in the Radio and Television Act, is preserving the confidentiality of the source of information (Article 10, paragraph 2, point 3 of the Radio and Television Act). Article 15 of the same law stipulates clearly that the media services suppliers are not obliged to disclose the sources of information to the Council for Electronic Media, and the journalists to their audience, or to the management of the media services suppliers. This protection is not absolute, as the law provides for disclosure in certain circumstances:
 
Article 15 (1) Radio and television broadcasters shall not be obligated to disclose their sources of information, except in cases of pending legal proceedings or pending proceedings initiated on the complaint of the affected person, to the Council for Electronic Media. 

(2) Journalists shall not be obligated to disclose their sources of information neither to the audience, nor to the management of a broadcaster, with the exception of cases falling under Paragraph (1). 

(3) Media services suppliers shall have the right to air information from unidentified source in their broadcasts, explicitly stating this circumstance. 

(4) Journalists shall be obligated to protect the confidentiality of the source of information, should this have been expressly requested by the person who has provided the information. 

The Access to Public Information Act also provides for the protection of sources of information. Article 19 stipulates that “the access to information under Article 18 is being applied, at the same time with, keeping and balancing the principles for transparency and economic freedom, the protection of the private confidential information, the trade secret, and the confidentiality of the sources of information of the media, who have agreed to disclose information on the condition of confidentiality.”

The principle of protection of sources of information was also laid down in the Ethical code of the Bulgarian media, where in 1.3.3, it is written: „We will not disclose our confidential sources of information.” In a decision, taken on 24 March 2015, the National Council for Journalistic Ethics has made a statement on the topic: „Journalists bear not just the right, but also the obligation to protect their sources, whenever they are confidential. The right for protection of sources may be a subject to restrictions only when the requirements for legality, proportionality, and necessity in the democratic society are met, and after a decision of an independent and unbiased court.”  
 
Regarding the question for whistleblowers, this term is not present in Bulgarian law. This means that whistleblowers have the level of protection all Bulgarian citizens have and the right to the same freedom of expression and freedom of protest available to all others.  

