Human Rights Council

8th Session of the Social Forum
Promotion and full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities in the context of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
BACKGROUND NOTE
	Date and venue:
	3 to 5 October 2016, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Palais des Nations, Room XX, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Background and mandate:
	The 2016 Social Forum will take place from 3 to 5 October 2016 in Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland, in accordance with paragraph 6 of Human Rights Council resolution 29/19 entitled “The Social Forum.”

The Social Forum is an annual three-day meeting convened by the Human Rights Council. It is a unique space for open and interactive dialogue between civil society actors, representatives of Member States, and intergovernmental organizations, on a theme chosen by the Council each year.

The theme of the 2016 session of the Social Forum will be the promotion and full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities in the context of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

Among other human rights concerns, statistics show that around fifty per cent of persons with disabilities cannot afford appropriate health care; and they are more likely to be unemployed than persons without disabilities. Persons with disabilities have, on average, worse living conditions and lower participation rates in public affairs than other groups. 

Realizing the right to development of persons with disabilities requires the adoption of a human rights-based approach to disability that respects their active, free and meaningful participation in development, the fair distribution of resulting benefits, and their inclusion in society on an equal basis with others. States parties to the CRPD have agreed to cooperate internationally, including through making development cooperation inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities (Article 32 CRPD). The Social Forum provides an inclusive platform to continue moving the international human rights agenda in that direction.

	Co-Chairperson rapporteurs:
	H.E. Mr. Jorge Lomónaco, Permanent Representative of Mexico, Co-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Social Forum; and 

Mr. Carl Allan Reaich, Deputy Permanent Representative and Chargé d’affaires a.i of New Zealand, Co-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Social Forum

	Opening statements: 
	Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
H.E. Mr. Choi Kyong-Lim, President of the Human Rights Council
Mr. Colin Allen, Chairperson of the International Disability Alliance (IDA)


Format:
The Social Forum will consist of 11 panels representing all stakeholders related to the topic. Each panel will be followed by an interactive discussion. The speaking time for panellists is 5-7 minutes. Since time is limited, the speaking time for each participant during interactive dialogues will be up to 2 minutes. The Co-Chairperson Rapporteurs have the discretion to close the list of speakers and to review the speaking time arrangements if necessary.
The programme of work of the 2016 Social Forum is available at the OHCHR website. Participants wishing to take the floor during the interactive dialogues are requested to approach the civil society desk on room XX and enter their names on the list of speakers. This list will be prepared on a first-come-first-served basis and will determine the order of interventions during the open debate.

The list of speakers will be open each day at 9:30 in the morning for both the morning and afternoon panels, as well as for the first panel of the following day. The lists of speakers for each panel will be closed at the beginning of the respective panel. Interventions will be restricted to the panel concerned and while the Co-Chairperson Rapporteurs will try and accommodate as many speakers as possible, if time runs out, the lists will not be carried to the next panel. 
Simultaneous interpretation in the six official languages of the United Nations (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish), closed captioning in English (through the live Webcast), French (following this link: http://www.streamtext.net/text.aspx?event=CFI-UNOG-French) and Spanish (following this link: http://www.streamtext.net/text.aspx?event=CFI-Spanish) and simultaneous International Sign Language Interpretation will be provided during the sessions of the 2016 Social Forum. Additionally, any official document of the 2016 Social Forum may be printed in Braille upon request to the Secretariat during the three days of sessions. All sessions will be webcast through the following link: http://webtv.un.org/.

	Thematic overview:
	3 October 2016

PANEL 1 (10h45-11h30)

Setting the scene: From needs to rights - Advances and challenges

Objective: Present the key advancements made after the adoption of the CRPD. The presentations include three perspectives: (1) Conference of States parties and its role on CRPD implementation; (2) Human rights independent mechanisms; and (3) CRPD impact on the ground and expectations.
Areas of focus: 
· 10 years from the COSP perspective, OPD involvement and the way forward.

· From needs to rights, embracing diversity as conceptual framework, challenges and the way forward. 
· Progress made by the CRPD Committee: concrete achievements, challenges and the role of stakeholders.
· Contribution of the CRPD from the Chinese perspective. 
PANEL 2 (15h00-15h45)

Persons with disabilities and human diversity: Embracing diversity and awareness raising

Objectives: Identify (i) contributions made by the CRPD to the development of policies and practices that reflect the adoption of a diversity approach to persons with disabilities; and (ii) effective strategies undertaken on awareness-raising, including the role of media.

Areas of focus: 
· Analysing the impact of using diversity as an advocacy strategy and concrete examples on this. 
· The role of media and civil society on awareness-rising.
· CRPD contribution to the work of the CESCR Committee and how to increase the participation of persons with disabilities at the CESCR.

PANEL 3 (16h30-17h15) 

Accessibility and non-discrimination: ‘Leaving no one behind’

Objectives: Identify (i) contributions made by the CRPD to the development of policies and practices that reflect the adoption of a diversity approach to persons with disabilities; and (ii) effective strategies undertaken on awareness-raising, including the role of media.

Areas of focus: 
· Accessibility and the impact of living in the community, and experience in policy on non-discrimination. 
· Non-discrimination from indigenous peoples’ perspective. 
· Age-based discrimination and the influence of CRPD in the ad hoc committee on older persons.
· Accessibility to information technology.
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PANEL 4 (10h00-10h45)

Strengthening equality and affirmative measures

Objectives: Identify (i) next steps on policy development that contributes to combating inequalities within countries that prevent the realization of human rights of persons with disabilities; and (ii) good practices of specific/positive/affirmative measures to combat structural discrimination.

Areas of focus: 
· Actions to combat inequalities and the role of non-discrimination in law and policy. Specific examples from South Africa and Latin America. 
· Equality from the perspective of organizations of persons with disabilities and the impact of affirmative actions in the country. Advocacy efforts to get affirmative actions.
PANEL 5 (11h30-12h15)

Meaningful participation and empowerment

Objectives: Identify (i) good practices related to participation of persons with disabilities in society, in general and in policy-making in particular; and (ii) empowerment policies and practices to ensure that persons with disabilities have the tools to demand compliance and to contribute to the development of inclusive policies.

Areas of focus: 
· Overcoming barriers to participation by ensuring supported (or own) decision making. Good examples from personal experiences.

· Decision making both from an individual and collective perspective, participation in politics, role of civil society organizations and regional and international monitoring mechanisms. 

· The role of courts on the empowerment of persons with disabilities and as tool to make other rights effective and to ensure compliance of the CRPD.

PANEL 6 (15h00-15h45)

Making development inclusive

Objectives: Identify practices and challenges for making the SDGs a reality under the guidance of the CRPD, and building on existing work. Present possible next steps.

Areas of focus: 
· Inclusive development. International cooperation and education. 

· SDGs and the importance of taking the CRPD as a guideline to inclusive policy development. Change after CRPD on inclusive development and role of NGOs, as well as their role in joint efforts with organizations of persons with disabilities. The way forward. 

· Ways to make education systems inclusive. The Marrakesh Treaty.
PANEL 7 (16h30-17h15)

Strengthening accountability

Objective: Identify the next steps to increase monitoring of the human rights of persons with disabilities at national and international level, including the High-Level Political Forum.

Areas of focus: 
· Art. 33(2): legal harmonization and challenges from the Peruvian perspective. 

· Key aspects of monitoring the CRPD and the SDGs under the CRPD, including civil society engagement. Ways in which NHRIs can improve access to information. Role of NHRIs on law and policy review under the CRPD, national examples from Australia. 
· Parliamentary monitoring. 

· Engagement of organizations of persons with disabilities in international monitoring, challenges and opportunities. HLPF.
5 October 2016

PANEL 8 (10h00-10h45)

Roundtable: Informing policy
Objective: Present the role of research and academia in informing policy.

Areas of focus: 
· The negotiation process of the CRPD and the role of civil society actors during the negotiations.

· Research and influence in the CRPD and its understanding. 

· Research on gender-related issues and how to inform policy, examples. 

· Ways to inform policy from the international level. Next steps. Main challenges and opportunities.

PANEL 9 (11h30-12h15)

Realizing the human rights of persons with disabilities

Objective: Provide concrete guidance on the next steps towards the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities from the perspectives related to law and policy development, the 2030 development agenda and civil society at the national level.

Areas of focus: 
· Next steps to increase compliance from a treaty perspective. Ways for stakeholders to make the best use of the CRPD Committee recommendations. Challenges to translate the CRPD and the Committee's jurisprudence into national policies. 

· Ways to make SDGs a reality for persons with disabilities and to liaise it with the CRPD. 

· Next steps from grassroots organization perspective to: ensure the realization of the human rights of persons with disabilities, identify challenges and opportunities; and identify the main expectations on CRPD & SDGs implementation and how it may impact the lives and rights of persons with disabilities.
PANELS 10 & 11 (15h00-15h40 & 16h10-16h50)

Implementation of Agenda 2030 under the CRPD: The Future We Want

Objective: Elaborate on how to ensure that the implementation of the Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 is informed by and complies with the international standards on the rights of persons with disabilities, as developed by the CRPD.

Areas of focus: 
· Key messages from all stakeholders represented at the Social Forum on “The Future We Want” (civil society organizations, media, private sector, international organizations, member states, academia, donor institutions and human rights institutions. 
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