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FINAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Assigned Speakers

Welcome, introduction and opening remarks

Mr Abdel Salam Sidahmed, Regional Representative, Regional Office for the Middle East
and North Africa, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Mr Hernan Vales, Human Rights Officer, Rule of Law and Democracy Section, Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Session 1: The right to participate in public affairs: Scope, content, and related guidance
at the international, regional and national levels.

Mr Fateh Azzam

Consultant, former Director of Asfari Institute for
Civil Society and Citizenship, and former OHCHR
Regional Representative for the Middle East and
North Africa

Session 2: Ensuring an enabling environment for the effective exercise of the right to
participate in public affairs: pre-requisites

Ms Dima Jweihan (Jordan)

Executive Director of the Middle East and North
Africa Regional Office of the International Center for
Not for-Profit Law (ICNL)

Session 3: Enjoyment of the equal right to participate in public affairs by all: overcoming
challenges, creating opportunities and sharing good practices

Ms Naéla Gabr (Egypt)

Member of the Committee for the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

Ms Wajeeha S. Al-Baharna
(Bahrain)

Vice-President of the Bahrain Women’s Association

Mr Adel Sabaneh (Palestine)

Operations Manager at Sharek Youth Forum
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Mr Zuhair Lazgeen (Iraq)

Yezidi peace activist and “ Ambassadors of
citizenship” for the initiative Kulluna Muwatinun
(“We are all citizens”)

Session 4: Various forms and levels of participation, including emerging new forms

Ms Zeina El-Helou (Lebanon)

Secretary General, Lebanese Association for
Democratic Elections (LADE)

Mr Khaled Emam (Egypt)

Programs Director, Arab Program for Human Rights
Activists (APHRA)

Ms Haya Atassi Onugoren (Syria)

Co-founder of the Syrian Youth Assembly (SYA)

Mr Tarik Nesh-Nash (Morocco)

CEO & co-founder GovRight

Session 5: The right to participate at the regional and international level, including within

international organizations

Ms Amal Basha (Yemen) Chairwoman of Sisters Arab Forum for Human
Rights (SAF)
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