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Regional consultation for the Americas on draft guidelines on the effective 
implementation  

of the right to participate in public affairs 
 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
Santiago, Chile 

 
13 and 14 June 2017 

 
FINAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

 
Assigned Speakers 

 

 
Welcome, introduction and opening remarks 

 

Opening remarks by Mr Antonio Prado, Deputy Secretary of Economic                 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

Opening remarks by Mr Amerigo Incalcaterra, Regional Representative for South 
America of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  

Opening remarks by Ms Nathalie Prouvez, Chief, Rule of Law and Democracy 
Section, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) 

 

 
Session 1: The right to participate in public affairs: scope, content, and related 
guidance at the international, regional and national levels 

  

Mr Fabián Salvioli (Argentina)  Professor of Public International Law, 
Faculty of Legal and Social Sciences, 
and Director of the Human Rights 
Institute, La Plata National University 
(Argentina). Former member and 
Chairperson of the United Nations 
Human Rights Committee.   

 
Session 2: Ensuring an enabling environment for the effective exercise of the right to 
participate in public affairs: pre-requisites 
 

Mr Edison Lanza (Uruguay) Lawyer and Special Rapporteur on 
Freedom of Expression of the Inter-
American Commission on Human 
Rights. 
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Mr Leo Valladares (Honduras) 
 

Former member of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights and 
former ombudsman of Honduras. 
Executive director of Asociación para 
una Ciudadanía participativa (ACI-
PARTICIPA). 

 
Session 3: Enjoyment of the equal right to participate in public affairs by all:  
overcoming challenges, creating opportunities and sharing good practices  
 

Ms Alexandra Ocles (Ecuador) Member of the Parliament of Ecuador. 
Former State Minister, Department of 
People, Social Movements and Citizen 
Participation. 

Ms Raquel Yrigoyen (Peru) Lawyer and independent expert on the 
rights of indigenous peoples. 

Ms Lais de Figueiredo Lopes (Brazil) Lawyer. Former member of the Board 
of Directors of International Center for 
Non-for-Profit Law (ICNL). Former 
special adviser to the Minister of the 
General-Secretariat of the Presidency 
of Brazil, Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities of the Federal Council 
of the Brazilian Bar Association and 
the Counsellor representing the 
Federal Bar Association at the National 
Council for the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. 

Ms Jane Hilderman (Canada) Executive Director, SAMARA Canada, 
Stronger Democracy, Better Canada. 

 
Session 4: Various forms and levels of participation, including emerging new forms 
 

Mr David Becker (USA) Executive Director and Founder of The 
Center for Election Innovation & 
Research. 

Mr Fabio Velasquez (Colombia) Profesor at Universidad Nacional and 
Universidad de los Andes. Director of 
Foro Nacional por Colombia. 

Ms Jeanette Calder (Jamaica) Executive Director, Jamaica Civil 
Society Coalition. 

Ms Almudena Ocejo (Mexico) Independent expert, founder and 
former Executive Director of the Centro 
de Contraloría Social y Estudios de la 
Construcción Democrática. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Racism/IWG/session11/AlexandraOcles.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Racism/IWG/session11/AlexandraOcles.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Racism/IWG/session11/AlexandraOcles.doc
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Ms Colombina Schaeffer (Chile) Deputy Executive Director, Ciudadano 
Inteligente. 

 
Session 5: The right to participate at the regional and international level, including 
within international organizations 
 

Ms Marisol Blanchard (Chile/USA) Inter-American Commission of Human 
Rights-IACHR, lawyer and human 
rights specialist, coordinator of the 
inter-Institutional Relation of the 
IACHR. Former coordinator for the 
Secretariat and Special Assistant to the 
Executive Secretary and the 
Rapporteurships on Human Rights 
Defenders, of Social, Economic and 
Cultural Rights, Freedom of 
expression, Indigenous peoples’ rights 
and migrants. 

 
Other participants 

 

Argentina 
Verónica Chiffel 
Figueiredo 

Primer Secretario Embajada de 
Argentina en Chile 

Brazil 
Julia De Souza Alves de 
Lima 

Program Officer Article 19 Brasil 

Brazil Vahid Vahdat 
Coordinador Comunidad Bahai 
de Brasil 

Chile Marcela Benavides Presidenta CIMUNIDIS 

Chile Nicolas Benkel PNUD 

Chile Matias Bustamante 
Profesional - Secretaria General 
del Gobierno D.O.S 

Chile Manuela Cuvi FAO 

Chile Elvira Quiroz  CIMUNIDIS 

Chile Diana Maquilon Tamayo 

Jefa Dpto Sistemas 
Internacionales de Protección - 
Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos 
Humanos 

Chile 
Catherine Erika Muñoz 
Hermosilla 

Secretaria Ejecutiva - 
CIMUNIDIS 

Chile David Parada CIMUNIDIS 

Chile Valeria Torres 
Oficial de Asuntos Economicos - 
CEPAL 

Chile Patricio Vejar 

Miembro Comité Ejecutivo - 
Foro por el Derecho a la 
Educación 

Chile Felipe Viveros Investigador - Asoc.Chilena de 
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ONGs 

Czech Republic Adam Pinos 
Consejero - Embajada de la 
Republica Checa 

France Romain Zivy  CEPAL 

Honduras  
Carmen Maria Contreras 
Zamora 

Segundo Secgretario de la 
Embajada de Honduras en Chile 

Peru Aída Garcia 

Encargada de Cooperación 
bilateral y multilateral, 
Embajada del Perú 

Russian Federation  Dmitry Ryakhovskiy 
Primer Secretario - Embajada de 
la Federacion Rusa 

Spain  David Barrio Lamarche  Legal officer - ECLAC 

Venezuela William Requejo Orobio 
Presidente - Unión Vecinal para 
la Participación 

 Federica Morvay OHCHR 

 Hernan Vales OHCHR 


