Date: Sunday, April 02, 2017

From: Tomiko Shine; Lead Organizer/Research Anthropologist in Residence

DCRAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) dcrappcampaign@gmail.com

RAPPCampaign –Release Aging People in Prison

To: UN Working Group of People of African Descent

Questions:

What are the key human rights concerns of people of African descent in your country/region today and how do you work to address them?

In the United States two key human rights concerns have devastated families of African descent the lack of freedom to live as individuals to the fullest human potential, and lack of freedom to survive and thrive as families of African descent in America over the last 500 years. Considering the current topic of “mass incarceration” which stems from the historical legacy of the punishment paradigm, men, women, and children of African descent are locked away in prisons for many decades resulting in aging people in prison, and children literally growing up the entire life development without any parents. 

RAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) works to address by advocating for the release of aging people in prison, the return of them to their families and communities, and to begin to rebuild if possible family and community structure. RAPP (Release Aging People in Prison) sees this as reparatory justice for families of African descent after 500 years of an historical punishment paradigm. From slavery to mass incarceration, men, women, and children continue to be taken away from their families and placed under some form of governmental control or management.

How can the WGEPAD improve and enhance its engagement with civil society for greater impact on the ground?

The WGEPAD can and should continue to engage those grassroots organizations and civil societies in the form of meetings, testimonies, collaborative reporting etc. in order through dialogue and participatory action to begin to change the current narrative for people of African descent.

Which human rights concerns should the WGEPAD focus on in the next three years?

The continued high numbers of peoples of African descent incarcerated in America due to institutional racism within a criminal justice system; where justice continues to elude people of African descent. Also, they must focus on the rights of children, in particular applied to children of people of African descent where high rates of illiteracy, poverty, intra-violence, and incarceration continue to intersect. The focus on children of African descent growing up in America in poverty, violence, illiteracy, and incarcerated parents is important in order to begin to interrupt the cycle of generational poverty and incarceration. Education is key the survival of peoples of African descent. 

