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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. In the context of the procedure for following up in situ visits (A 52/477),

t he Speci al Rapporteur of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights w shed to publish in an
addendum t he recommendati ons addressed to the Greek and Indian authorities
(section Il) and the replies of the Sudanese and Paki stan authorities

(section I11).

2. The Speci al Rapporteur wishes to recall that in 1996 he addressed foll ow up
tables to the Chinese, Pakistan and Iranian authorities (A/51/542). The Chinese
authorities replied in 1996 (ibid., annex Il), while the reply of the Pakistan
authorities was received this year and is reproduced in this addendum

(section Il1.B). The lIranian authorities have not yet sent any reply.

3. In 1997, followup tables were sent to the Greek, Indian and Sudanese
authorities and the recommendations are reproduced in this addendum The
Sudanese authorities replied very quickly - a fact which shoul d be enphasi zed -
and the reply is also included in this report (section I11.A).

1. FOLLOW UP TABLES

A. Followup table addressed to the G eek authorities

4. The Speci al Rapporteur addressed, in tabular form a nunber of
recomendati ons concerning |legislation and policy, as well as genera
reconmendations to the Greek authorities. At the sane tine, he invited themto
indicate their comments, as well as measures undertaken and/or envi saged by
their Government, in the space provided in the table. The recommendations of

t he Speci al Rapporteur are set out bel ow

1. Legislation

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 134 of the report of visit,?
renoval of the |egal prohibition against proselytismin the Necessity Acts
is very strongly recommended. Failing this, proselytismcould be defined
in such a way as to | eave appropriate |leeway for the exercise of religious
freedom taking into account, inter alia, the decision of the European
Court of Human Rights concerning the case Kokki nakis 25/05/93

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 135 of the report of visit.?
Wth regard to | egislation governing places of worship, the Specia
Rapporteur is in favour of abolishing the Necessity Acts and el aborating a
new | aw whi ch woul d di spense with the need to seek the opinion of the

Ot hodox Church for the construction of places of worship and woul d confer
on the State the conpetence to guarantee religious freedom limted only by
such restrictions as are internationally accepted

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 136 of the report of visit.!?
Wth regard to the legislation on identity cards, which provides for
mention to be made of the holder's religion, the Special Rapporteur recalls
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the resol ution of the European Parlianment which considered this provision
first, as a violation of the fundanental freedons of the individual,
particularly freedom of opinion and religious freedom which are the

excl usi ve province of the human consci ence and, second, as a provision that
shoul d be abolished. The Special Rapporteur fully supports this resolution

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 137 of the report of visit.!?
As regards the | egislation governing conscientious objection, while

acknow edging the efforts made by the Greek authorities, the Specia
Rapporteur recalls the rel evant resolutions of the Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts and recommends the el aboration and adoption of |egislation offering
service of a non-conbatant or civilian character, in the public interest
and not of a punitive nature. 1In the event that a problemarises
concerning constitutionality, particularly with regard to article 4,
paragraphs 1 and 6, concerning the equality of all before the law and the
contribution of citizens to the defence of their country, the Specia
Rapporteur recomends a revision of the Constitution in order to include a
provi sion guaranteeing the right of conscientious objection

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 138 of the report of visit.!?
As for the special provisions concerning Mislinms and, nore particularly,
muftis and wagfs, the Special Rapporteur recalls article 6,

subparagraph (g), of the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

I nt ol erance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief,? which
guarantees freedomto train, appoint, elect or designate by succession
appropriate | eaders called for by the requirenents and standards of any
religion or belief

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 139 of the report of visit.!?
The Speci al Rapporteur believes it necessary for the Greek authorities to
conmply fully and in good faith with the Treaty of Lausanne and with the
country's international undertakings. He also recalls the need to refrain
frominterfering in the affairs of a religion, apart fromthe restrictions
provided for in international law, and calls for respect for the traditions
of each religious group within the framework of internationally recognized
nor s

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 140 of the report of visit.!?
The Speci al Rapporteur al so enphasizes that the status of the Muslins of
Thrace, and in particular that of the muftis and wagfs, should not be
subordi nated to considerations concerning Turkey, and strongly urges the
parties involved to conply with their international undertakings,
especially the Treaty of Lausanne

Regardi ng other |egal issues, while noting the ratification by the
Parliament of the International Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts on
6 February 1997, the instrunment of ratification is pending

2. lnplenentation of the legislation and policy in force

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 144 of the report of visit.! Wth regard to
pl aces of worship, the Christian mnorities are encountering severe
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difficulties in obtaining building permts because of the negative opinions
frequently expressed by the Othodox Church, which although not legally
binding in practice are often binding on the authorities. The Necessity
Acts are invoked in order to punish anyone responsible for illegal places
of worship. Moreover, places of worship and religious objects have been
the targets of sporadic attacks of vandalism

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 151 of the report of visit.!?
Wth regard to the problens related to | egal recognition, places of

wor shi p, proselytismand conscientious objection for the Christian
mnorities, the Special Rapporteur reiterates the recommendati ons he made
with regard to the relevant legislation. Explicit [egal recognition of the
nmost i nmportant comunities, including the Catholic and Anglican Churches,

i s reconmended

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 153 of the report of visit.! Wth regard to
the Jewi sh community, the Special Rapporteur reiterates his reconmendation
regarding the legislation concerning identity cards

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 154 of the report of visit.! As far as the
Muslimmnority in Thrace is concerned, the Special Rapporteur notes a
static, unsatisfactory and prejudicial situation, especially in the
religious sphere. The Muslimcommunity in Thrace is beset with serious
tensions and restrictions regarding the appoi ntment of nuftis,

adm ni stration of wagfs and religious teachers. Priority should be given
to satisfying the legitimate religious needs of the Muslins of Thrace,
calmng the present religious tensions and finding a way to defuse the
situation that is acceptable to both the Othodox and Muslimcomunities.
To this end, the Special Rapporteur reiterates his previous conments and
recomendati ons on the relevant legislation in this area

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 155 of the report of visit.! Regarding

pl aces of worship and ceneteries, the Special Rapporteur notes sporadic

i nci dents of arson, vandalism and desecration which seemto be nostly acts
of provocation and intolerance on the part of Mislimand Christian

extrem sts. The Special Rapporteur condemms these isolated occurrences of
religious extrem smand rem nds the State of its duty to guarantee the
protection of places of worship and other religious sites

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 156 of the report of visit.! The Specia
Rapporteur al so encourages the renoval of obstacles to the construction of
nmosques and notes with satisfaction the financial assistance nmade avail abl e
for repairs and renovations

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 157 of the report of visit.! Wth regard to
education, the Special Rapporteur deplores the very low |l evel of education
anong the Muslimmnority in Thrace and wel cones the new | egi sl ati on
designed to nake it easier for Miuslimstudents to gain access to higher
education. The Special Rapporteur expresses the hope that this targeted
policy will be extended to all |evels of education, including vocationa
training, thus ensuring that Thracian Muslins are no | onger a di sadvant aged
and negl ected group but will have the opportunity to integrate fully into

/...
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Greek society and acquire true citizenship, thereby opening up new
intellectual and cultural horizons

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 158 of the report of visit.? Overall, the
Speci al Rapporteur urges all parties concerned, official and otherw se,
nati onal and foreign, to cal mrather than exacerbate religious problens,
thereby ensuring that religion is not subject to political intrusion and
expl oitation and that constants are not affected by political variables.
Such interference is detrinmental to the religious rights of the Miuslim
community and, in a wider sense, to tolerance and efforts to stanp out

di scrimnation based on religion and belief

3. General recommendations

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 159 of the report of visit.! The Specia
Rapporteur reconmends that the State should involve representatives of
human rights organizations and |lay and religious representatives from al
religious mnorities and the Othodox Church in its religious affairs
policy on a consultative basis. Such cooperation should result in a
coherent religious affairs policy focused on tol erance and
non-discrimnation, in line with the revised |l egislation and based on the
principle of respect for the rights and freedons of each religious
community, regardl ess of whether it is a State religion or a mnority
religion

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 159 of the report of visit.? The State
shoul d al so adopt and apply adm nistrative, disciplinary, training and
other measures in order to forestall and penalize any act of intolerance or
discrimnation on the part of the authorities, for exanple in matters
having to do with access to admnistrative posts for nenbers of religious
mnorities, permts for places of worship, respect in the school systemfor
religious beliefs and convictions, and so forth

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 159 of the report of visit.! The Specia
Rapporteur believes that special efforts should be nmade to pronote and
develop a culture of tolerance and human rights. The G eek authorities
could play an active role in increasing awareness of the val ues of

tol erance and non-di scrimnation based on religion and belief. 1In this
respect, the Special Rapporteur is firmy convinced that |asting progress
could be made chiefly through education and especially through the schools
by ensuring that school curricula, school textbooks and properly trained
teachers dissem nate a culture that pronotes tolerance in the fields of
religion and beli ef

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 159 of the report of visit.! Because he
noted problenms of intolerance and discrimnation in the fields of

adm ni stration of justice and the media, the Special Rapporteur believes
that it would be appropriate to make use of the United Nations programe of
advi sory services in the field of human rights.® Appropriate training of

t he personnel of the judicial system the adm nistration in general and the
media in the areas of tol erance and non-di scrimnation based on religion
and belief would be extrenely useful
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Taki ng i nto account paragraph 159 of the report of visit.! The Specia
Rapporteur also wishes to stress the inportance of establishing a permanent
interfaith dial ogue between religious mnorities and the Orthodox Church in
order to conbat all forns of intolerance and religious discrimnation

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 159 of the report of visit.! The Specia
Rapporteur reiterates the need to shield religious matters frompolitica
tensi ons and struggles so that religious freedommy express itself in
characteristic contenplation and serenity, thereby benefiting all religious
faiths, Geek society in general, religious freedomand human rights.

B. Followup table addressed to the Indian authorities

5. Set out bel ow are the recomendati ons addressed in tabular formto the
Indian authorities by the Special Rapporteur. The Special Rapporteur at the
same time invited the authorities to indicate their comments, as well as
nmeasur es undertaken and/or envisaged by their Governnent, in the space provided
in the table.

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 86 of the report of visit.* The maintenance
of religious tol erance presupposes not only econom c devel opnent, education
and a canpai gn agai nst poverty in order gradually to elimnate the caste
system which still survives in practice, but also nore informed
participation in political life and greater participation in econonic life
by the popul ati on as a whole as a neans of preventing the politica
exploitation of religion to the detriment of tolerance and communal harnony

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 91 of the report of visit.* Steps nust be
taken to increase awareness of the existence and dangers of extrem sm
because, despite the fact that it is confined to a mnority, its influence
on the masses through political parties, places of worship, schools and
even seats of power, could well destroy community and religious harnmony in
India. Wth a view to safeguarding religious tolerance and thus ensuring
the protection of the rights and freedons guaranteed by law to religious
communities (freedomof belief, freedomto practise a religion and
therefore to proselytize, to change religion, etc.), the Special Rapporteur
wi shes to nmake certain recommendati ons designed to conbat extrem sm of al
ki nds

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 92 of the report of visit.* The Specia
Rapporteur considers it essential that the Representation of the Peoples
Act, 1951, should be scrupulously inplenmented and that in addition it
shoul d be speedily suppl enmented by a new act debarring political parties
fromthe post-election use of religion for political ends. As the riots in
Ayodhya, Bonbay and Punj ab have shown, religious parties, spokesnen and

st andar d- bearers are not always of a nature to pronote tol erance and human
rights

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 93 of the report of visit.* The Specia
Rapporteur also considers that places of worship should be used exclusively
for religious, and not political, purposes. As places for prayer and
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118. On the question of women, the Conm ssion on Human Rights, inits

resol ution 1997/18 of 11 April 1997, urged States, in conformty with

i nternational standards of human rights, to take all necessary action to
conbat hatred, intolerance and acts of violence, intimdation and coercion
notivated by intol erance based on religion or belief, including practices

whi ch violate the human rights of wonen and discrimnate agai nst women. The
Commi ssion stressed the need for the Special Rapporteur to apply a gender
perspective, inter alia through the identification of gender-specific abuses,
in the reporting process, including in information collection and in
recommendat i ons.

119. The Speci al Rapporteur notes that the actual status of wonen as regards
religion or policies resulting fromor attributed to religion is not specific
to any given religion. According to Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts

resol ution 1997/43 of 11 April 1997 encouragi ng the strengthening of
cooperation and coordi nati on anong all human rights treaty bodies in order to
i ntegrate a gender perspective in the United Nations system the Specia
Rapporteur proposes to initiate and devel op cl oser cooperation with the
Speci al Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen and the Conmittee on the
Eli m nati on of Discrim nation against Wonen. He also reiterates the
recommendati on nmade by the 1984 Sem nar on a study of discrimnation agai nst
wonen attributable specifically to their status as wonmen within churches and
religions. The devel opnent of nobre sustained cooperation with States and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons concerned with this issue is essential and a
matter of priority.

120. Finally, the Special Rapporteur reconmends that the United Nations
shoul d prepare a report on human rights covering all States systematically and
taki ng account of all positive and negative aspects. The report would include
contributions fromall Special Rapporteurs and special procedure worKking
groups, depending on their mandates, and would extend to all States covered by
the respective reports of these non-treaty nechanisns. This systematic
approach to human rights in all States would avoid any selectivity regarding
States or conbinations of circunstances and would therefore be fairer. The
preparati on of such a report would naturally depend on the availability of the
necessary resources.

Annex

Reply by the Greek authorities on the nonitoring chart

121. “Wth reference to the Special Rapporteur's letter addressed to
M. Ceorge Helm s, Anbassador, dated 5 August 1997, the Greek authorities
would Iike to make the foll owi ng conments.

122. “Concerning the chart attached to this letter, which contains severa
recommendati ons, we would |ike to observe that the points raised have al ready
been adequately answered by the letter, dated 22 Novenmber 1996, of the

Per manent Representative of G eece to the United Nations, addressed to the
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Secretary-General (A/C. 3/51/18), 2/ as well as by the statenent of the
Per manent Representative of Greece in Geneva during the fifty-third session
of the Commi ssion on Human Rights.

123. “The Greek Governnent assures the Special Rapporteur that the G eek
Constitution (article 13), as well as the country's |egal system provide
sufficient and effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience,
religion and belief.

124. “Greece is profoundly attached to respect for its internationa
conmitnments in the matter, including article 9 of the European Convention
on Human Rights, the relevant provisions of the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923,
as well as its political engagenents assumed within the context of the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe. Moreover, Geece has
recently ratified by Law 2460/1997, published in the Oficial Gazette

No. 22a/26 Novenber 1997, the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Rights and its two Optional Protocols and has deposited the rel evant
instruments of ratification with the Secretariat of the United Nations.

The stipul ations of this Covenant have entered into force and have been

bi nding for the Greek State since 5 August 1997. W should also |like to point
out that Greece is a traditional co-sponsor of the resolution, adopted each
year by the General Assenbly, on the elimnation of all forms of religious
i nt ol erance.

125. “The Greek Governnent, through various neasures, ensures that menbers of
| aw enforcement bodies, civil servants, educators and other public officials,
in the course of their official duties, respect different religions and
beliefs and do not discrimnate on the grounds of religion or belief. Access
to administrative posts is free for all citizens, according to their abilities
and irrespective of their religion

126. “The whol e Greek educational system the famly traditions and the way
of life, in general, pronote and develop a culture of freedom tolerance and
respect of human rights.

127. “As regards conscientious objection, Geece has recently adopted
| egi sl ation providing for service of a non-conbatant or civilian
character (articles 18-24 of Law 2510/97, which will enter into force
on 1 January 1998).

128. “According to this Law, anyone who invokes religious or ideologica
beliefs in order not to fulfil his mlitary obligations on the grounds of
consci ence may be recogni zed as a conscientious objector in accordance with
the foll owi ng provisions.

129. “The grounds of conscience are regarded as being related to a genera
approach to life, based on religious, philosophical or noral beliefs to which
the specific individual subscribes and are nani fested by a pattern of

2/ The Speci al Rapporteur has unfortunately not yet received this
docunent .
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behavi our and conduct corresponding to such beliefs. Conscientious objectors
are invited to carry out either unarned mlitary service or alternative
civilian social service

130. “Those who are recogni zed as consci entious objectors will only be
obliged to carry out unarmed service or civilian service, equal in duration
to the service that they would have done had they served in an armed capacity,
i ncreased however by 12 nonths for those who choose to carry out unarned
service and 18 nonths for those who choose to performcivilian service.

131. “The alternative civilian social service is carried out in agencies of
the public sector responsible for running welfare services. The persons who
performalternative civilian social service:

(a) W Il not have a mlitary capacity and therefore will not be
subject to the authority of mlitary courts;

(b) W Il be regarded only as quasi-enlisted in the Armed Forces;

(c) W Il not be considered as holding a post in the public agency
where they serve, but will receive equal treatment with the enpl oyees of
such an agency as concerns health care and ot her benefits provided by the
adm ni stration;

(d) WIll be entitled to obtain food and | odging fromthe agency to
which they are assigned and, if the latter is unable to render all these
services, a salary will be paid to themequal to the amunt granted for food,
| odgi ngs, clothing and transport of soldiers;

(e) WIll be entitled to | eave of absence of two days for each nonth of
servi ce.

132. “Persons who have served or who are serving a sentence for acts of

i nsubordi nati on or as draft-dodgers, commtted on the grounds of religious or
i deol ogi cal beliefs, will be entitled, within a period of three nonths
following the date of entry into force of this Law, to submt an application
with the supporting docunents required by the Law, for unarmed mlitary
service or alternative civilian social service. Under the same requirenents,
persons who have conmitted the above-nentioned acts, but who have not been
tried as yet, will be entitled to submit such an application

133. “As soon as the decision on the conpliance of an application nade by a
consci entious objector with the prerequisites of the Law for unarmed mlitary
service or alternative civil social service is taken, the inplenmentation of
the sentences or provisional detention will be suspended.

134. “Thus, persons whose application is accepted will be discharged from
prison according to the previous paragraph; they will then be obliged to carry
out the unarnmed mlitary service or the alternative civilian service for a
period fromwhich the tinme served in prison or provisional detention will be
deducted and will be considered in its entirety as a period of unarnmed service
or alternative service, as the case may be
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135. “The above-nentioned provisions will enter into force according to
article 32 of Law 2510/97 on 1 January 1998. The full text of the Lawis
published in the Oficial Gazette, issue No. 136, dated 27 June 1997

136. “Wth regard to places of worship of non-orthodox known Christian
religions, we would like to underline the foll ow ng:

(a) The | aw does not give discretionary power to the adm nistration to
deci de, according to its judgenent, whether or not it will issue the permt,
but only the authority to exanmine if all the legally indispensable
requi renments had been fulfilled for the permt to be issued.

(b) The opinion expressed by the Orthodox Church | acks the character
of an administrative act to be inplenented but is of an advisory nature.
Further comments on this are nmere conjectures.

(c) One isolated act of vandalismthat took place | ong ago does not
establish grounds for a comment, generalizing the issue.

137. “The Greek State strongly di sapproves of acts of vandali sm agai nst any
religion and al ways takes steps, not only for the i medi ate repair of damage
and the investigation and eventual prosecution of its case, but also for the
conti nuous safeguarding of religious monunents and the facilities granted to
t hem

138. “Adm nistrative arrangenments requested by various denom nations carry
only an adnministrative character and do not affect the freedom of worship or
any other religious freedomguaranteed by the Constitution. However, the
Greek Governnent thoroughly exam nes all cases with a positive and
constructive attitude.

139. “Christian denoninations, including Lutherans, Anglicans, Roman
Catholics and Arneni an Gregorians, have places of worship in Geece, where
they freely exercise the religion. The G eek Government does not represent
the O thodox Church.

140. “Concerning Muslins, and particularly nuftis and waqfs, we would like to
i nformyou of the follow ng.

141. “Geece is taking care of the religious training of Muslins. At the
secondary educational |evel, two Koranic schools operate (in Echinos and
Komotini) and are financed by State funds. Furthernore, schol arships are

of fered for studies in Islanmc universities in Saudi Arabia and Egypt.
According to the existing law, duly appointed Miftis, who are the Muslim
mnority's top religious |eaders, also have adninistrative jurisdiction over
lower Islamic religious officials. Furthernore, they exercise judicial powers
in mtters of civil law. According to Islamc tradition, the Mufti of each
prefecture is appointed following his selection by a body of prom nent nenbers
of the minority froma list of candi dates who nust be graduates of an Islanmic
Theol ogi cal University. Wth regard to the commttees that nanage waqfs,
adequate care is taken. The chairnman of the nost inportant of these
conmittees, based in Konotini, is also a graduate of an Islamic university.
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142. “Doubtl ess, the Special Rapporteur is aware of the fact that the
mnority in Thrace has at its disposal 300 nosques and 240 m nority schools.
During the | ast 10-year period, 2 new npsques have been built and 35 npbsques
have been repaired. However, as in all countries, the stipulations of the

| aws and regul ations for city planning and building and the specifications of
permts for each construction have to be observed by all who undertake such
buil ding and repairs, including the nenbers of a minority. Anyone who does
not obey the | aw nmay suffer the consequences as determ ned by the courts.

143. “The Greek State spares no effort to upgrade the educational |eve

of the Greek Muslimmnority. It is continuously pronoting inportant

i nprovenents at all levels of education. These efforts would be nore
effective if there were no adverse interventions from abroad for reasons
unrel ated to education. |In the spirit of these reforms, special arrangenments
have recently been adopted by the Mnistry of Education, providing better
access for the Muslimminority to institutions of higher education through
speci al entrance exani nations.

144. “Greece has always conplied with the Treaty of Lausanne and fully
respects the religious freedomof the Muslinms of Thrace, to a degree which
makes the comment 'that the Special Rapporteur believes it is necessary for
the G eek authorities to conply fully and in good faith with the Treaty of
Lausanne and with the country's international undertakings' unfounded and
unrelated to the real situation

145. “It must be pointed out that the status of Miftis and of the Miuslim
religious institutions is very high and is not subjected to treatnent that
coul d cause offence to them The Greek Governnent protects the practice

of the Muslimreligion according to the Muslimtradition and avoiding the

i ntroduction of systens or practices which are not part of this tradition
Thus, Muslins have been spared the effect of religious intolerance or other
i deologies. It is well known that the Greek authorities do not interfere
in the proper exercise of the religious duties of the Greek Muslimmnority
in Thrace.

146. “However, we hope that the Special Rapporteur will not be influenced by
propaganda emanating froma country that has, for obvious reasons, refused to
invite him

147. “In concluding this docunent, ny authorities believe that a thorough and
detailed, as well as substantive, analysis is hereby forwarded to answer the
poi nts raised by the Special Rapporteur's questionnaire. The G eek Government
accordingly believes that it has conpleted as far as it is concerned the
obligations arising in connection with the Special Rapporteur's mandate. O
course, if new elenents - such as the recent |egislation on conscientious
objectors - were to appear, the Special Rapporteur would be inforned in due
cour se.

148. “The Hellenic Republic is and will remain devoted to human rights
protection. Human rights are guaranteed by the Constitution and the
judicial systemof G eece that defends and protects human |iberties,
religious freedom and tol erance, at the sane time nmintaining exenplary
denocratic institutions. Furthernore, the freedons guaranteed by |aw can
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be exercised freely, including the freedom of expression, through the press
and other nedia, publications, etc. This situation reflects the attitudes
traditionally prevailing within society in G eece.

149. “We al so hope that the Special Rapporteur will not make genera
judgenents and categorization based on uncorroborated, partial or isolated
reports. We hope that he will make his judgenent based on the | egal system
in place, and the judicial and adm nistrative procedures for the redress of
a situation to which citizens may object. In any country, notw thstanding
the fact that there nay be occasional isolated untoward incidents or

adm ni strative acts, one should take into account the existing |egal and
adm ni strative nmechani sms ensuring the rule of law. Thus, we believe
judgenent should be nmade taking into consideration all the elements of the
situation.”

Statemrent nmade by the Pernanent Representative of Greece at
the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion on Hunan Ri ghts

150. “... As the Special Rapporteur has pointed out, the various aspects
of religious freedom- freedom of belief, freedom of conscience, freedom
of worship, freedom of practice, etc. - have a solid |egal foundation in

article 13 of the G eek Constitution adopted in 1975 and amended in 1986
Greece attaches the utnost inportance to genuine conpliance with its
international commitnents in this regard, including article 9 of the European
Convention on Human Rights, the relevant provisions of the Treaty of Lausanne
of 1923, and its political commtnents within the Ogani zation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe. Mreover, it should be recalled that G eece
co-sponsors the resol uti on adopted each year by the General Assenbly on the
elimnation of all forms of religious intolerance. The Geek Parliament has
al so recently taken up consideration of the ratification of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 18 of which concerns freedom
of conscience and religion

151. “Regarding the legal framework for the protection of religious freedom
in Geece, the Special Rapporteur submits that the concept of 'known religion'
contained in article 13 of the Constitution 'would appear to contravene the
1981 Decl aration' on religious intolerance. This concern appears unjustified,
as the purpose of the concept is to draw a distinction between religious
beliefs to which each person may have access and dogmas or sects whose
practice is secret and which could prove dangerous, as denonstrated by the
tragi c events in Japan, Switzerland and el sewhere, which resulted in severa
deaths. It should be noted in this respect that all the rel evant
international instruments - including article 18 of the Internationa

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights - provide for the possibility of
l[imting freedomof religion for reasons of public order. Furthernore, as

t he Speci al Rapporteur hinself adnmits, all the religions to which he refers
have | ong been recogni zed as 'known religions' by the highest authorities of
the G eek State, including the Council of State

152. “The Special Rapporteur focuses in particular on the Geek |egislation
(Act No. 1672/1939) which nmakes proselytisma crimnal offence. In
conjunction with article 13 of the Constitution, this Act applies to al
religions. It prohibits proselytism which uses fraudul ent nmeans or
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prom ses of any type of material gain. In the Kokkinakis case (decision
of 25 May 1993), the European Court of Human Ri ghts recogni zed the Act as
bei ng designed to protect religions against ill-intended interference and not

to restrict freedom of religious education

153. “Although the Court admittedly contested the application of the Act
to the case in question, it in no way challenged the conmpatibility of

Act No. 1672/1939 with article 9 of the European Convention on Human Ri ghts
as regards freedom of conscience and religion

154. “The Speci al Rapporteur expresses concern about the fact that article 3
of the Constitution stipulates that the Christian Eastern Othodox Church is
the dom nant religion in Geece. Wthout enunerating the States whose
constitutions or laws contain sinmilar provisions, it should be noted, as the
Speci al Rapporteur hinmself does, that 'a State religion does not in itself run
counter to any international instruments' (A/51/542/Add.1, para. 19). The

i dea of a 'dominant religion does not nean that the religion in question
exerci ses any power over other religions. Article 3 of the Constitution
reflects, in legal terns, the objective reality that the Orthodox Church

is the religion of the overwhelmng majority of the Greek popul ation

(98 per cent), and has played, and continues to play, an inportant role in
Greek cultural life.

155. “As for the legislation on places of worship, the Special Rapporteur
notes that the building or establishnment of such places requires a governnent
permt issued by the Mnistry of Education and Worship. It should be added
that the authorities do not have discretionary power to grant or refuse the
necessary permt. They sinply verify that the conditions required by the |aw
are net in each instance. It is true, however, that in practice a nunber of
procedural del ays have necessitated the effective intervention of the Counci
of State. The Greek Governnent takes due account of the Special Rapporteur's
comments regarding sinplification of the procedure.

156. “Regarding the situation of religious conmunities, the G eek Governnent
wel comes a nunber of positive observations by the Special Rapporteur

157. “As noted by M. A Anor, 'the situation of the Catholic Church in the
religious sphere is said to be satisfactory, in particular with respect to
their religious publications and processions'. Regarding the act of vandalism
committed in the courtyard of the Cathedral of Saint Denis in Athens in
February 1996 by religious extrem sts, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs has
expressed its synpathy to the Catholic Archbishop and requested the Mnistry
for Public Order to ensure that the culprits are brought to justice.

158. “On the subject of the Protestant conmunity, the Special Rapporteur
notes that 'the situation of Protestant religions in the religious sphere
does not seemto be difficult, particularly with respect to religious
publi cati ons’

159. “Regarding the Jewi sh community, the Special Rapporteur, after review ng
a nunber of specific issues, reaches the conclusion that the situation of that
comunity is "emnently satisfactory'.
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160. “Now I should like, if I may, to conclude ny statement on questions
concerning nmy country by referring briefly to a nunmber of general observations
made by the Special Rapporteur in his oral introduction of his report.

161. “It is our conviction that, in accordance with the principle of
objectivity to which the Special Rapporteur is firmy attached, his ora
i ntroduction should be fully consistent with the content of his report. In

this respect, a nunber of points could give a false inpression, particularly
with regard to the general climate in Geece for the Catholic and Protestant
comunities and Jehovah's Wtnesses. All these communities are treated in the
same way as other Greek citizens as regards their rights and obligations
before the law, and they are able to practise their religions freely, provided
of course that they do not threaten public order

162. “Finally, as regards the Muslimmnority in Thrace, w thout going into a
detail ed analysis, the Greek del egati on wel cones the reconmendati on contai ned
i n paragraph 140 of M. Anor's report (A/51/542/Add. 1) that the parties

i nvol ved should conply with their international undertakings under the Treaty
of Lausanne.

163. “In conclusion, let nme assure you that the traditional respect accorded

by G eek society for other cultures and religions qualifies it for a place
anong those societies which nay be held up as a nodel in this respect.”



	AcrAB4D.tmp
	AcrAB4B.tmp

