[image: image1.png]Biapga Ha Penry6smika CeBepna MakeoHuja




[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]CRRCG

COMMISSION FOR
RELATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITIES AND GROUPS



[image: image3.png]


5 June 2020
To: Mr. Ahmed Shaheed

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief
United Nations, Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner

Subject: Report regarding the Call for Submissions to the United Nations General Assembly on Eliminating Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief and the Achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 16 (SDG 16)

Dear Mr. Shaheed, 

The Republic of Macedonia is a democratic state, which fully guarantees the basic human rights of the citizen, which are guaranteed by the highest domestic legal norms, as well as by international law. The state has a liberal Constitution and laws that guarantee and protect inviolable rights, in order to guarantee the pluralism of existence and organization, which can be political, religious, cultural and in any possible civil form in accordance with the law.

The country is a member of the United Nations, the Council of Europe, NATO, and also expects start of the accession negotiations with the European Union.

Dominant legal sources in this matter are the Constitution of the state, the Law on the Legal Status of the Church, the Religious Community and the Religious Group, the Law on Prevention of Discrimination. 
According to Art. 9 of the Constitution, citizens are equal regardless of their affiliation, including their religious affiliation.

The Constitution in Art. 16 guarantees freedom of belief, thought and conscience, and Art. 19 guarantees the freedom of religion as an inalienable right of every citizen as well as the freedom of expression of one's religion.

According to the Constitution and the law, all churches, religious communities and religious groups in the country are separated from the state, according to its secular character and are equal to each other. 
There are 37 religious entities registered in the country. The state has not banned the registration of any religious teachings that exist in the world, as is the case in other countries, but the purposes of any registered entity must be permitted by law and not be directed to the abuse of rights.

According to Art. 9 from the Law on Legal Status of church, religious community and religious group the registration of the new religious communities and churches is conducted in front of the competent Basic court, and there is no influence of the state in the registration process. 

The state is strongly determined to prevent any form of religious discrimination. The Constitution of the country, the Law on the Legal Status of Religious Communities and Religious Groups and the Law on Prevention of Discrimination in many provisions explicitly prohibit religious discrimination. Even in legally permitted cases where the rights and freedoms of a citizen may be restricted, it cannot be discriminatory on the basis of their religion. The state has a developed mechanism through which every citizen who considers that a certain right has been violated or is discriminated against can submit a complaint to a competent institution and within a legally determined deadline to receive an answer for the state's action in relation to it.

The state also prohibits the creation and incitement of religious hatred and intolerance, and any offender may be held accountable under the Criminal Code. The constitution prohibits citizens' associations and political parties from inserting goals and commitments into their programs that would provoke religious misunderstanding, hatred and intolerance. In several special laws, the state has developed mechanisms to combat radical religious extremism and radicalism. An inter-ministerial body for the prevention of extremism has also been established.

Religious entities are free to establish religious schools and other social and charitable organizations, and the state supports their programs and finances them.

In regular primary education, students choose to study one of the subjects: Ethics of Religions or Introduction to Religions, where the ethical foundations of each religion are studied so that the student can see the positive thread in all beliefs from an early age, and thus judge relieved by stereotypes.

The state marks the biggest religious holidays as non-working days for a certain population, and some of them are public holidays and non-working days for all citizens, as part of their commitment to the religious feelings of citizens to be properly affirmed and respected.

Macedonia cares for the religious cultural heritage that has a great historical, artistic and religious value, and belongs to the traditional religions that have existed for centuries in the country, such as the Macedonian Orthodox Church which continues the Orthodox teaching that has been present since apostolic times 2000 years ago, or the Jewish Religious Community or the Islamic Religious Community. The state maintains it and through active programs protects, conserves and renovates this important cultural heritage by treating it equally.

The state has a competent institution Commission for Relations with Religious Communities and Groups which is in constant cooperation with all religious entities and which facilitates the cooperation of the entire state institutional system with religious communities at all levels. The Commission monitors their work, through its analytical center conducts sociological research on important parameters in this field, has its own active publishing and cooperates internationally with other competent institutions to improve interstate relations in this area. 

In the country, religious affiliation is not a factor influencing the acquisition of legal, political or economic rights, because the traditional coexistence of many religions despite the dominant Orthodox faith in the country for centuries has created a quality relationship of mutual respect between them. Religious relations between believers have rarely been disturbed, except in local exceptions which have been instantly improved. In all conveyed surveys the percentage of citizens that have stated as religious is close to 90%, and this high percentage of religiosity points to also high percentage of believers who have respect for members of other faiths.

Women and girls are treated equally as men are in terms of religion. For example, in the country, many religious subjects are led by women, such as the Jewish community, and girls are free to enroll in religious schools.

The state guarantees the right to property of religious communities, as well as their right to freely dispose of property. Property that has been nationalized in socialism and transferred to state ownership is returned to religious communities or they are given appropriate compensation.

Every three years, the country organizes the World Conference on Inter-Religious and Inter-Civilization Dialogue, and more recently the Week of Common Prayer is also organized, as forms of increased joint activity of all religious entities to better understand and strengthen social cohesion.

In the public sphere, all social actors, politicians, officials, and public figures pay close attention when treating religious rights and feelings. In several cases where insults have been made public, the perpetrators have been prosecuted by the public prosecutor's office and the police.
I wish to express my gratitude for the opportunity to make a contribution to the thematic report and hope to have fruitful cooperation in future.  
Sincerely,

Darijan Sotirovski, M.Sc.
Director of the State Commission for Relations with 
Religious Communities and Groups


