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Article 52, para.1, of the 1948 Italian Constitution stipulates as follows: The defence of the Fatherland is a sacred duty for every citizen. Military service is compulsory within the limits and under the terms of the legislation.

The first provision of the Italian legal system regulating conscientious objection was Act No. 772/1972, supplemented by regulation of implementation contained in President of the Republic Decree (acronym in Italian, D.P.R.) No. 1139/1977 ("Regulations for the implementation of the law of December 15, 1972, No. 772, on the recognition of conscientious objection"). This law allowed the objectors to replace conscription with the compulsory civil service, though lasting 8 more months than the duration of the military service. The above legislation recognized/granted the right to conscientious objection and the replacement with civil service for moral, religious or philosophical motivations.  However, the procedure was declared constitutionally illegitimate by the Constitutional Court, by verdict No. 470/1989. It considered the longer duration of the service, being alternative to the military one in conflict with the principle of equality and the right to freedom of expression and thought.

A comprehensive framework was put in place by Act No. 230/1998 which, by repealing the previous Act No. 772/1972, fully recognizes the right to conscientious objection, which is no longer considered as a result of a granting procedure from the State but a right of the individual. In this context, Act No. 331/2000 deeply changes the conscription framework by transforming it in a voluntary and professional service.
-
In August 2004, the Italian Parliament anticipated to January 1, 2005, the suspension of conscription by Act No. 226/2004. 

The entry into force of Act No. 130/2007 made it possible to exercise the renunciation of the status of objector, after at least five years from the date on which it was placed on leave according to the rules laid down for military service, by presenting a specific declaration, not revocable, to be forwarded to the National Office for the civil service (Article 1, paragraph 7-ter Law 130/2007). 

-
More recently, the voluntary civil service from national has been transformed in universal, by Legislative Decree No. 40/2017. For further details, please refer to the following link: http://www.serviziocivile.gov.it/menu-dx/verso_scu.aspx

