Key questions and types of input sought

Displaced persons
· Is information/evidence available regarding displaced persons such as asylum seekers, refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and stateless persons being subjected to contemporary forms of slavery in your country?
During 2020, the National Coalition of Anti-trafficking Shelters in Albania have supported 92 victims/potential victims of trafficking (from which 39 have been supported by Vatra Psycho-Social Center), identified for the first time during 2020. These survivors have been subjected of different forms of trafficking in persons.  

· If so, what is the country of origin of the affected persons?
98 % of survivors, have been Albanian (exploited in Albania and abroad), 2% foreigners (exploited in Albania) from sexual and forced labor. 
· What is their migration status, if any?
N/A
· Which contemporary forms of slavery are they subjected to (e.g. bonded labour, forced labour, forced marriage, sexual slavery, domestic servitude or other forms of exploitation)?
56% sexual exploitation

3% forced labor

2% forced marriage 

17% forced begging

4% forced criminality 

18% mix forms of exploitation

· Are particular industries more likely to be involved in the exploitation of displaced persons?
Sexual commercial industry and tourism industry
· Are displaced persons housed in settlements/camps/refugee centers/detention centers or similar settings? Does the exploitation happen in the same setting or in a different context? Please provide any available details, including (disaggregated) data.
Mostly in hotels or private houses 

· What measures are in place to prevent slavery/exploitation in camp/refugee centre settings?
N/A
· How does the exploitation of displaced persons differ (in prevalence or extent) from the exploitation of nationals in the country?
· 98 % of survivors, have been Albanian (exploited in Albania and abroad), 2% foreigners (exploited in Albania) for sexual and forced labor. 

· Is there a gender dimension to exploitation and if so, in what way?
71% have been female and 29% male

· Are other sub-groups within displaced persons (e.g. stateless persons, LGBT, disabled persons, younger/older persons, affected by different forms of slavery and if yes, in what way?
21% of survivors from Roma and Egyptian community, exploited more for sexual exploitation and begging. 

22% of survivors suffered from different forms of mental health, exploited more for sexual exploitation 

· Is there any indication/evidence that domestic rules and/or legislation related to the regulation of displaced persons contribute to an increased vulnerability of displaced persons to exploitation?
N/A
· Are the same labour standards applicable to all categories of displaced persons, including IDPs? Are these standards the same as those applicable to (other) nationals of the country?
Yes

· For States which are parties to the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 1951 and the Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons 1954, are refugees and Stateless persons granted the same treatment in relation to, for example, remuneration, hours of work, overtime arrangements, annual leave, collective bargaining and social security benefits in accordance with common Article 24?  If not, why not?  
Yes, in Albania that is a Party country for both Conventions that are a set of legislation measures that provide protection for refugees and Stateless persons. We can mentioned:  Standard Operating Procedures for protection of Victims of Trafficking/ potential victims of trafficking (SOPs) which were approved with CMD no 499, date 29.08.2018; the adoption of Law No. 9668/2006 on the Emigration of Albanian Citizens for Employment Purposes including two Orders of the former Minister of Labour, Social Welfare and Equal Opportunities, Order No. 1772/2007 on the format, content and procedure of obtaining the Emigrant Status, and Order No. 2086/2007 on the format and content of the Registry of Emigrants and registration procedures, Instruction No. 44, date 21.08.2013 on determining the criteria and procedures for the recognition of pre-university certificates and diplomas of Albanian students returning to the country, changed by Instruction No. 14, dated 10.05.2017, Instruction 11/2010 of the Minister of Education on the criteria for the recognition of high schools and registration in the high school state examination in 2010, adoption of Law No. 108/2013 ‘on Aliens (amended), Law No. 121/2014 on Asylum in the Republic of Albania, Instruction No. 293/2015 of the Minister of Interior on the procedures for the treatment of foreigners with irregular stay in Albania, Order No. 1146/2014 of the Minister of Interior on some additions and amendments to Order No. 851/2009 on the Approval of Standard Operational Procedures for the Border and Migration,; adoption of Law No. 18/2017 on the rights of children and their protection the scope of which includes Albanian children, those of non-Albanian citizenship and stateless children who reside in the territory of Albania, Law No. 14/2016 on the identification and registration of addresses of Albanian citizens living outside the Republic of Albania, and Law No. 16/2018 on the Albanian Diaspora. 
These legal acts provide a solid legal framework that ensures the protection of Albanian citizens abroad as well immigrants in Albania. Furthermore, an analysis of interstate agreements needs to be carried out to ensure that no return of unaccompanied minors and victims or potential victims of trafficking takes place in the framework of these agreements
· What arrangements (in law, policy and practice) are there for protection of the labour rights of displaced persons for States not parties to these instruments?

· Are there mechanisms for ensuring that displaced persons victimized in contemporary forms of slavery can report such treatment without endangering their status or stay in the country? 
The main mechanisms for ensuring that displaced persons victimized in contemporary forms of slavery can report such treatment without endangering their status or stay in the country are:

· Office of the National Anti-Trafficking Coordinator is the main structure, national coordinating body focused on action and policies against trafficking in persons. ONAC coordinates and monitors anti-trafficking activities at the national level.

· The Responsible Authority is an important structure on managing the cases of the victims of trafficking

· There are Standard Operating Procedures for protection of VoTs (SOPs) which were approved with CMD no 499, date 29.08.2018.  According to SOPs “Initial identification and response”, formal identification and protection of victims/potential victims of trafficking, are set of actions undertaken by state and non-state institutions, local and central, responsible for the protection of trafficked persons at borders, inland and outside the territory of the Republic of Albania, which make it possible to determine that a child or adult person is a victim or potential victim of trafficking in human beings, and make possible their protection. 

· Do displaced persons victimized by contemporary forms of slavery have effective access to justice, remedies and compensation? What barriers are encountered in practice?  Are such remedies available even if/after the individual has returned to their country of origin?
Yes, displaced persons victimized by contemporary forms of slavery have effective access to justice, remedies and compensation according to Albanian legislation. 
During 2020, the assistance to victims of trafficking / potential victims of trafficking has been provided in the shelters and as well as in community. 4 residential centers, 3 NGOs and the National Reception Center as members of NCATS have provided long-term reintegration services (residential and community services) for domestic and foreign victims of trafficking. 
The National Reception Center for Victims of Trafficking has provided rehabilitation services, by referring the beneficiaries for reintegration services to the other 3 shelters of NCATS, which offer a full package of reintegration services. The reintegration program is divided into three phases, including emergency services, rehabilitation services and long-term monitoring during the process of social inclusion: 
Phase #1: Crisis intervention and Accommodation 

The initial assistance for VoT deal primarily with accommodation of victims of trafficking in the residential centers where beneficiaries are provided with basic needs and crisis services - e.g. accommodation, housing, clothing, feeding, medical assistance, psychological assistance, professional trainings, protection and security 24 hours, family mediation, as well as preparation for the next stages of reintegration. In this phase beneficiaries, together with the staff (multidisciplinary team), design and following their individual reintegration plans.
Phase #2: Transition phase including semi-independent living  

All the centers provides protected housing for beneficiaries who have begun to make the important transition into ‘normal’ life. Adults are supported toward their economic independence - e.g. after completing vocational trainings and maintaining a job for some time, they move out of the shelter and into protected apartments, subsidized by the centers. For minors, placements into foster families (for D&E), families of origin and alternative care settings are facilitated. Staff of the centers monitors beneficiaries’ progress in these half-way houses and foster-families, providing regular psycho-social assistance. The accommodation in half way apartments, foster care for minors and housing allowances are alternatives for a second phase of the reintegration toward normalized life.

Most of the beneficiaries are unable to go home because of the mentality and social stigma, security reason or they are rejected by the families so they are therefore provided with a full range of in house assistance in preparation for independent living. NCATS offer the beneficiaries a range of options concerning their short and mid-term accommodation. In general a phased approach is preferred in which the beneficiaries make a transition from more secure accommodation to a more independent living environment to help with their adoption. During the semi-independent living Centers program cover the cost of rent in half way apartments, upgrading of those apartments. In case were are also children D&E provide suitable accommodation, day care and babysitting for them.
Phase #3:  Re/integration and social inclusion 

The support given to cases in this phase is to empower them and gradually leave the program. This support consist in: offering reintegration assistance to the family and community where the beneficiary resides; information on resources and services available in the community, assistance to the beneficiaries in strengthening relationships with the support institutions in the community in which they live; and regular case monitoring and follow-up. The services provided for victims of trafficking are not conditional upon victims' cooperation with law enforcement on prosecution.
· The reintegration services of these 3 shelters include: accommodation, security and reintegration plan; medical assistance; psychological assistance; psycho-social assistance; intermediation/facilitation with the family of origin; assistance to education and attending school; legal assistance; vocational training; coaching for employment, counseling and support for employment; social activities, mentoring; services for economic empowerment including grants for microbusiness; assistance to children of victims of trafficking;  financial support and long term accommodation; information on available services in the community and respective contact information; monitoring and ongoing supervision of the beneficiaries of the program

Besides victims of trafficking, the shelters have treated also victims of domestic violence, as well as victims of sexual abuse.
Referring to the foreign victims of trafficking, the full package of services provided to Albanian trafficking victims was provided also to foreign victims. Other services provided to foreign victims are: Application and providing them with a temporary residence permit; equipping them with documents and other facilities for their return to the country of origin in the case of their own free will request to be return; providing translation, etc.
· What mechanisms are in place to hold businesses, employers and criminals who engage in exploitation of displaced persons accountable in your country? 
The Criminal Code of Albania
The Procedural Criminal Code of Albania

The Migration Office in the Ministry of Interior  

General Directorate of National Labor Service 

· Are mechanisms in place to protect exploited workers from prosecution for violations of labour/immigration laws in the country? 
The Migration Office in the Ministry of Interior  
General Directorate of National Labor Service 
THE NATIONAL STRATEGY ON MIGRATION AND ACTION PLAN 2019 – 2022 
The Criminal Code of Albania

The Procedural Criminal Code of Albania

· What are wider challenges in preventing contemporary forms of slavery among displaced persons and in protecting victims? 
· Increase of Migration of Albanian Citizens to EU Countries and UK    
· Low standards of living of people from Albania and other East Countries 

· Lack of employment, Covid19, etc. 
· Lack of state financial recourses for empowering vulnerable population 
Worst Forms of Child Labour as affecting displaced children
· Please indicate if displaced children in your country are affected by any of the following practices stipulated in the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182):

(a) forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict;
(b) the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography or for pornographic performances;
(c) the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international treaties;
(d) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children.

If so, please provide details on the context (e-g. humanitarian/camp setting or not) and disaggregated data to the extent available.
All the forms of trafficking of children mentioned above are indicated for displaced children in country and outside the country. 
69% of the new cases of victims of trafficking, identified for the first time during 2020 were minors of age 5 – 17 years old; 


Is there any further information that you would like to share with the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery?

The Special Rapporteur would be grateful for submissions from Member States, civil society organizations, academia, United Nations agencies and other International Organizations, NHRIs and other stakeholders.
