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Contribution of the Sovereign Order of Malta  
to the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, Professor Tomoya Obokata 
Geneva, March 2021  
 
 
The Sovereign Order of Malta assists displaced persons around the world, including 
children, through social services by its national Associations or through humanitarian aid 
carried out by its Associations and its worldwide humanitarian organization, Malteser 
International. The Order of Malta collaborates with Governments, international 
organizations such as the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNODC, IOM, 
regional organizations, universities, foundations and religious congregations in its fight 
against contemporary forms of slavery. The Order of Malta would like to highlight the value 
of the concrete action of many religious congregations in the protection and rehabilitation of 
victims of contemporary forms of slavery. 
 
In order to better protect displaced persons from contemporary forms of slavery, the Order 
of Malta stresses the importance for all parties involved to respect the following relevant 
international legal instruments: 
 

1. Human Rights 

 
1.1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), Article 4 prohibits slavery and 
servitude, and the two Covenants of 1966, in particular Article 8 of the Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. 
 
1.2 European Convention on Human Rights (1950, amended in 2010),  
Article 4 prohibits slavery and forced labor.  
Note the case law of the European Court of Human Rights on this subject: 
Siliadin v. France, application no. 73316/01, judgment of July 26, 2005, paras. 89 and 
112; Rantsev v. Cyprus and Russia, application no. 25965/04, judgment of January 7, 
2010, paras. 285 and 288; J. and others v. Austria, application no. 58216/12, 
judgment of January 17, 2017, para. 107; Chowdury and others v. Greece (March 30, 
2017). 
 
1.3 American Convention on Human Rights (1969),  
Article 6 prohibits slavery, servitude and forced labor. Note the ruling of the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Trabajadores Hacienda Brasil Verde vs Brasil, 
judgment of October 20, 2016, Series C, No. 318, para. 319.  
Within the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS), the Meetings of 
Ministers of Justice and Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas 
(REMJA) have recommended, in view of the fact that trafficking in persons 
constitutes a serious crime that must be qualified, prevented, and combated by all 
States and whose victims are in a condition of vulnerability that requires greater 
attention at the international level as well as the necessary assistance and 
protection, that this issue be kept as a permanent item on the agenda of its 
meetings.  

https://www.orderofmalta.int/
https://www.malteser-international.org/en.html
https://www.malteser-international.org/en.html
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"documentcollectionid2":["GRANDCHAMBER","CHAMBER"]}
https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_b-32_american_convention_on_human_rights.pdf
http://www.oas.org/fr/sla/dlc/remja/traite.asp
http://www.oas.org/fr/sla/dlc/remja/traite.asp
http://www.oas.org/fr/sla/dlc/remja/traite.asp
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1.4. African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (1981),  
Article 5 prohibits "all forms of exploitation and degradation of man, in particular 
slavery, traffic in persons, physical or moral torture, and  
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment".  
See the decision of the Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) in the case of Hadijatou Mani Koraou v. Niger (27 October 2008) 
 
1.5. 2004 Arab Charter on Human Rights. See Articles 9 and 10.  
 
1.6. ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, adopted 2012, Article 13 prohibits slavery, 
human trafficking and organ trafficking. 
 

2. Rights of the child  

 
2.1. InternationalConvention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) of 1989 and its two 
Optional Protocols of 2000, one on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the 
other on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.  
2.2. Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual Abuse of 25 October 2007 ("Lanzarote Convention").  
2.4. Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime, November 23, 2001 ("Budapest 
Convention"). This is the first international treaty on criminal offences committed via 
the Internet and other computer networks, in particular child pornography (Article 
9). 
 

3. Women's rights 

 
3.1. 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women and its 1999 Optional Protocol establishing the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 
 
3.2. 1994 Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication 
of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Para). 
 
3.3. 2003 Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights 
of Women in Africa. See Art. 4, 2, g: “prevent and condemn trafficking in women, 
prosecute the perpetrators of such trafficking and protect those women most at risk”. 
 
3.4. See the ILO ABC of women workers’ rights and gender equality. Second ed. 2007 
and the following ILO Conventions: 
1951 Equal Remuneration Convention (No. 100),   
1952 Social Security (Minimum Standards) Convention (C102),  
1958 Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention (C111),  
1962 Equality of Treatment (Social Security) Convention (C118),  
1981 Workers with Family Responsibilities Convention (C156),  
2000 Maternity Protection Convention (C183). 
 

https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36390-treaty-0011_-_african_charter_on_human_and_peoples_rights_f.pdf
https://www.globalhealthrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Koraou-Niger-2008.pdf
https://www.globalhealthrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Koraou-Niger-2008.pdf
https://www.globalhealthrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Koraou-Niger-2008.pdf
https://acihl.org/texts.htm?article_id=16
https://asean.org/asean-human-rights-declaration/
https://asean.org/asean-human-rights-declaration/
https://www.unicef.fr/dossier/convention-internationale-des-droits-de-lenfant
https://www.ohchr.org/FR/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPACCRC.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/FR/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPSCCRC.aspx
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36804-treaty-0014_-_african_charter_on_the_rights_and_welfare_of_the_child_f.pdf
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/201
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/201
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/090000168008156d
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cedaw.aspxhttps:/www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cedaw.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cedaw.aspxhttps:/www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cedaw.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/FR/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPCEDAW.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cedaw/pages/cedawindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cedaw/pages/cedawindex.aspx
https://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/belemdopara-english.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/mesecvi/docs/belemdopara-english.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/protocol_rights_women_africa_2003.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/protocol_rights_women_africa_2003.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---gender/documents/publication/wcms_087314.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312245
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312247:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312256:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312263:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312301:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312328:NO
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3.5. 2017 “Training Manual for Judges and Prosecutors on Ensuring Women’s Access 
to Justice” published by the Partnership for Good Governance (European Union and 
Council of Europe). 
 
 

4. International humanitarian law applicable in armed conflict 

 
4.1 In all situations of armed conflict, the fundamental guarantees of Article 3 
common to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 are applicable to "all persons not 
taking a direct part in hostilities". 
 
4.2. Article 27 of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, proclaims respect for the human person and the 
inalienable character of fundamental rights.  
 
4.3. Article 1 common to the four 1949 Conventions, the States Parties "undertake to 
respect and to ensure respect for the present Convention in all circumstances".  
 
4.4. Articles 75 ("Fundamental guarantees"), 76 ("Protection of women"), 77 
("Protection of children") and 78 ("Evacuation of children") of the Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of 
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), of 8 June 1977 
 
4. 5. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating 
to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 8 June 
1977, in its Article 4 ("Fundamental Safeguards"), number 2, letter e, prohibits, at any 
time and in any place, slavery and the slave trade in all their forms against all persons 
who are not or are no longer taking part in the hostilities, whether they are deprived 
of their liberty or not". 
 
4.6. According to the ICRC Database of Customary International Humanitarian Law, 
Rules 93 (“Rape and Other Forms of Sexual Violence”), 94 ("Slavery and the Slave 
Trade"), 95 (“Forced Labour”), 136 (“Recruitment of Child Soldiers”), and 137 
(“Participation of Child Soldiers in Hostilities”) are norms of customary international 
law applicable in all armed conflicts. 
 

5. International refugee law 
 
5.1. 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol. 
See the Guidelines on International Protection No. 7: The Application of Article 1A(2) 
of the 1951 Convention and/or 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees to 
Victims of Trafficking and Persons at Risk of Being Trafficked (2006). 
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has a role 
to play in preventing asylum seekers, refugees , including children, and other persons 
in need of international protection, internally displaced persons or stateless persons 
from falling victim to human trafficking or in providing protection and assistance to 
those at risk of becoming victims, in collaboration with several organizations - 

https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-women-access-to-justice/16808d78c5
https://rm.coe.int/training-manual-women-access-to-justice/16808d78c5
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=31FCB9705FF00261C1258585002FB096
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=31FCB9705FF00261C1258585002FB096
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/COM/380-600032?OpenDocument
https://academic.oup.com/ejil/article/21/1/125/363359
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=E46340B132AC1B86C12563CD004367BF
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=D9E6B6264D7723C3C12563CD002D6CE4&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=D9E6B6264D7723C3C12563CD002D6CE4&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=D9E6B6264D7723C3C12563CD002D6CE4&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=AA0C5BCBAB5C4A85C12563CD002D6D09&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=AA0C5BCBAB5C4A85C12563CD002D6D09&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule94
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule93
Rule%2094%20(%22Slavery%20and%20the%20Slave%20Trade%22)
Rule%2094%20(%22Slavery%20and%20the%20Slave%20Trade%22)
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule95
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule136
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule137
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/ProtocolStatusOfRefugees.aspx
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/legal/443b626b2/guidelines-international-protection-7-application-article-1a2-1951-convention.html
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/legal/443b626b2/guidelines-international-protection-7-application-article-1a2-1951-convention.html
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/legal/443b626b2/guidelines-international-protection-7-application-article-1a2-1951-convention.html
https://www.unhcr.org/human-trafficking.html?query=human%20trafficking
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/globalconsult/4474140a2/11-alternatives-detention-asylum-seekers-refugees-ophelia-field.html?query=asylum%20seekers
https://www.unhcr.org/fr/refugies.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1662-trafficking-in-humanitarian-emergencies-a-largely-unattended-threat-to-children.html
https://www.unhcr.org/internally-displaced-people.html?query=IDPs
https://www.unhcr.org/5756eab47.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/5756eab47.pdf
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including the International Organization for Migration (IOM). In 2020, UNHCR and 
IOM published an updated Joint Framework on Developing Standard Operating 
Procedures for the Identification and Protection of Victims of Trafficking. Among 
other initiatives, UNHCR co-leads the Task Team on Anti-Trafficking Global Protection 
Cluster together with IOM and the Heartland Alliance. The team is tasked with 
developing global guidance and capacity building on practical measures needed to 
address trafficking in persons in situations of internal displacement through the 
cluster response. The Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking (ICAT)  
is a policy forum mandated by the U.N. General Assembly to improve international 
cooperation and coherence in approaches to trafficking in persons. See the ICAT 
Toolkit on Evaluating Counter Trafficking Programs. Harnessing accumulated 
knowledge to respond to trafficking in persons. 
 
5.2. 1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in 
Africa  
 
5.3. 1984 Cartagena Declaration on Refugees ("Declaración de Cartagena sobre los 
refugiados"), adopted at the Colloquium on the International Protection of Refugees 
in Central America, Mexico and Panama, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. 
 

6. United Nations Conventions on Statelessness 

 
6.1. 1954 - Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons 
6.2. 1961 - Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness 

 
7. Internally displaced persons 

 
7.1. 1998 Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement 
 
7.2. 2009 African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally 
Displaced Persons in Africa - Kampala Convention. The only international treaty 
explicitly protecting IDPs. 
 

8. International Labor Organization (ILO) Conventions on Forced Labor 

 
8.1. Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) 
8.2. Abolition of Forced Labor Convention, 1957 (No. 105) 
8.3. 2014 Protocol to the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 
8.4. Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention, 1999 (No. 182) 
8.5. Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189)  
The ILO, in cooperation with the OECD, IOM, and UNICEF, under the umbrella of 
Alliance 8.7, has published an excellent 2019 Report "Ending Child Labor, Forced 
Labor, and Human Trafficking in Global Supply Chains.”  
See the ILO “Judges, prosecutors and legal aid practitioners’ training on forced labor. 
Facilitator’s guide” (2019). 
 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/addressing_human_trafficking_dec2015.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5ee22b4f4.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5ee22b4f4.html
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/_assets/files/anti-trafficking-in-humanitarian-responses.pdf
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/_assets/files/anti-trafficking-in-humanitarian-responses.pdf
https://www.heartlandalliance.org/immigration
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/ICAT_presentation.pdf
https://returnandreintegration.iom.int/en/resources/guideline/toolkit-guidance-designing-and-evaluating-counter-trafficking-programmes
https://returnandreintegration.iom.int/en/resources/guideline/toolkit-guidance-designing-and-evaluating-counter-trafficking-programmes
http://un-act.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/ICAT_Toolkit.pdf
http://un-act.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/ICAT_Toolkit.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36400-treaty-oau_convention_1963.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36400-treaty-oau_convention_1963.pdf
https://www.oas.org/dil/1984_cartagena_declaration_on_refugees.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/statelessness/3bbb25729/convention-relating-status-stateless-persons.html
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/statelessness/3bbb286d8/convention-reduction-statelessness.html
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/199808-training-OCHA-guiding-principles-Eng2.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36846-treaty-kampala_convention.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36846-treaty-kampala_convention.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@asia/@ro-bangkok/documents/genericdocument/wcms_346435.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/fr/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C029
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C105
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/fr/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:::NO:12100:P12100_ILO_CODE:C105:NO
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:P029
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C182
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/fr/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C182
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/fr/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C182
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C189
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/fr/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:2551460:NO
https://www.alliance87.org/the-alliance/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_716930.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_716930.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/publication/wcms_686734.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/publication/wcms_686734.pdf
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9. International instruments against human trafficking 

 
9.1. 1949 UN Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others  
 
9.2. 2000 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Protocol). 
See the excellent UNODC Report. Female Victims of Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation 
as Defendants. A Case Law Analysis. 124 p. 
 
9.3. 2005 Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human 
Beings (CETS 197) 
 
9.4. 2008 European Convention on the Adoption of Children (revised) (CETS 202). 
 
9.5. 2011 Directive2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims.  
 
9.6. 2015 Council of Europe Convention against Trafficking in Human Organs, 
 (CETS 216, Santiago de Compostela Convention).  
Let us also emphasize the role and responsibility of doctors to avoid a 
merchandization of the human body. 
 
9.7. ASEAN Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children", of 22 November 2015. See the ASEAN Plan of Action. 
 

10. International criminal law instruments against slavery 

 
10.1. 1998 Statute of the International Criminal Court: 
 
Art. 7, 1, g: slavery as a crime against humanity;  
Art. 8, 2, b, xxii: sexual slavery, forced prostitution as war crimes; 
Art. 8, 2, c, vi: rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution as a grave breach of Article 3 
common to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949;  
Art. 8, 2, c, vii: conscripting or enlisting children under the age of 15 years into the 
armed forces or armed groups or using them to participate actively in hostilities.  
 
10.2. 1993 Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia  
(Art. 2 “Graves breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 1949”; 5, c) “Enslavement”) 
 
10.3. 1994 Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda  
(“Crimes against humanity”: Art. 3, c) and “Violations of Article 3 common to the 
Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol II”: Art. 4, especially e) “enforced 
prostitution”). 
 

http://un-act.org/publication/view/convention-for-the-suppression-of-the-traffic-in-persons-and-of-the-exploitation-of-the-prostitution-of-others-1949/
http://un-act.org/publication/view/convention-for-the-suppression-of-the-traffic-in-persons-and-of-the-exploitation-of-the-prostitution-of-others-1949/
https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNTOC/Publications/TOC%20Convention/TOCebook-e.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNTOC/Publications/TOC%20Convention/TOCebook-e.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNTOC/Publications/TOC%20Convention/TOCebook-f.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/2020/final_Female_victims_of_trafficking_for_sexual_exploitation_as_defendants.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/2020/final_Female_victims_of_trafficking_for_sexual_exploitation_as_defendants.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/168008371d
https://rm.coe.int/168008371d
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/search-on-treaties/-/conventions/treaty/202
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32011L0036&from=en
https://rm.coe.int/16806dca3a
http://www.pass.va/content/scienzesociali/en/publications/acta/humantrafficking/scheper-hughes2.html
http://www.editions-msh.fr/livre/?GCOI=27351100354320
https://www.asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/ACTIP.pdf
https://www.asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/APA-FINAL.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/resource-library/documents/rs-eng.pdf
https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:2895/Background_Paper_-_Eradicating_Modern_Slavery.pdf
https://ilg2.org/2017/01/05/icc-extends-war-crimes-of-rape-and-sexual-slavery-to-victims-from-same-armed-forces-as-perpetrator/
http://archive-ouverte.unige.ch/unige:135566
https://www.icty.org/x/file/Legal%20Library/Statute/statute_sept09_en.pdf
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Article.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=7D5E5A3CCCB7FF85C12563FB004926CD
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Article.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=066866D84BF31B79C12563FB004926D0
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/dih.nsf/INTRO/565?OpenDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/INTRO/565
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11. Customary, imperative character of the prohibition of slavery 

 

The International Court of Justice, in the Barcelona Traction case (1970), noted the erga 

omnes character, binding on all States and requiring their cooperation in implementation 

(Barcelona Traction, Light and Power Company, Limited (Belgium v. Spain), Judgment, 

I.C.J. Reports 1970, p. 3 (paras. 33 and 34). 

 

12. Slavery contributes to national, regional and international insecurity 

 
The UN Security Council, in a Statement by the President of the Security Council of 16 December 

2015 - S/PRST/2015/25), notes that "trafficking in persons undermines the rule of law and fosters 
other forms of transnational organized crime, which can exacerbate conflict and foster insecurity." 

Also noteworthy are several Council resolutions: 2242(2015); 2331(2016); 2388 (2017), 2437 

(2018), 2491 (2019), 2546 (2020). 

 

13. The complexity of international standards, as well as the small number of cases prosecuted in the 

courts, demonstrates the need to move beyond criminalization: a multidisciplinary global 

mobilization of a wide range of stakeholders is needed for the effective eradication of this 21st 

century scourge.  

 

Two international coalitions led, respectively in 1997 and 1998, to the adoption of the Ottawa 

Convention and the Statute of the International Criminal Court in Rome. It is a similar coalition of 

States, international organizations, humanitarian organizations, NGOs and public figures that 

should lead to an awareness of the value of these instruments of international law against all 

forms of contemporary slavery and the urgent need to implement them. 

 

14. A replication of the successes of the environmental protection movement by the 

contemporary anti-slavery movement, or even an alliance between the two, could create 

powerful synergies, including getting Governments to crack down more effectively on 

contemporary forms of slavery and getting the private sector to keep a close eye on its supply 

chains to ensure that they are free of slave labor. 

 

15. The link between the protection of the life and dignity of every human being and the 

protection of the environment should be emphasized: it is too often through forced labor 

that the most serious destruction of the environment take place. It is an approach of an 

integral ecology, which does not exclude the human being, which incorporates the value of 

human work, that the Order of Malta advocates, in the spirit of the Encyclicals “Laborem 

Exercens” (1981), “Sollicitudo Rei Socialis” (1987), “Centesimus Annus” (1991),  

"Laudatosi'" (2015), and "Fratelli Tutti" (2020).  
 

16. The contribution of the different religions to the eradication of slavery deserves to be 

noted: it is done mainly at two levels:  

 

- through appeals by leaders, such as the "Joint Declaration of Religious Leaders against 

Modern Slavery", of December 2, 2014, where, for the first time in history, leaders of the 

Catholic, Anglican and Orthodox Christian communities, as well as Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish 

and Muslim, jointly commit themselves to a common fight against slavery; and the Document 

on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together (Abu-Dhabi, February 2019): 
“Faith leads a believer to see in the other a brother or sister to be supported and loved. Through faith 

in God, who has created the universe, creatures and all human beings (equal on account of his mercy), 

https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/50/5387.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/433/50/PDF/N1543350.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/433/50/PDF/N1543350.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/311/09/PDF/N1531109.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/451/58/PDF/N1645158.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N17/393/19/PDF/N1739319.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N18/306/30/PDF/N1830630.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N18/306/30/PDF/N1830630.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/302/23/PDF/N1930223.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/254/17/PDF/N2025417.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.pass.va/content/dam/scienzesociali/pdf/actapass20.pdf
http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/about-us.aspx
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/about/who-we-are
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/INTRO/580
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/INTRO/580
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/INTRO/585?OpenDocument
https://www.business-humanrights.org/fr/dernières-actualités/uk-we-need-a-new-law-to-root-out-corporate-supply-chain-abuses-wherever-they-take-place/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/fr/dernières-actualités/uk-we-need-a-new-law-to-root-out-corporate-supply-chain-abuses-wherever-they-take-place/
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Human_Trafficking_Report_2015.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/10/data-big-harness-good-human-trafficking-stop-the-traffic/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/trafficking/pages/globalsupplychains.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/trafficking/pages/globalsupplychains.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/hr.pub.12.2_en.pdf
https://slavefreetrade.org/about-us/
http://www.kevinbales.net/blood-and-earth.html
http://www.kevinbales.net/blood-and-earth.html
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/responses/the-order-of-nature-integral-ecology-and-natural-law
https://www.caritas.eu/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Integral-Ecology-Luc-van-Looy_Faith-and-Action_upload031020.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_14091981_laborem-exercens.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_14091981_laborem-exercens.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_01051991_centesimus-annus.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/fr/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/fr/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.pass.va/content/scienzesociali/en/events/2014-18/jointdeclaration.html
http://www.pass.va/content/scienzesociali/en/events/2014-18/jointdeclaration.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-umana.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-umana.html
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believers are called to express this human fraternity by safeguarding creation and the entire universe 

and supporting all persons, especially the poorest and those most in need”. 

 

- through concrete actions on the ground to identify, raise awareness, protect, rehabilitate 

and reintegrate the victims of contemporary slavery. 

 

17. Towards a comprehensive approach: eradicating contemporary slavery will require 

stronger implementing laws, more court decisions, and national plans. It will be facilitated by 

effective public awareness campaigns, interdisciplinary symposiums, training of judges, 

lawyers, parliamentarians, police and border control agents, military, medical personnel, 

tourism personnel, religious leaders. There are many actors who need to work together in 

formal and informal ways: different parts of public administration, different parts of civil 

society: police, judges, journalists, universities and libraries, associations and foundations 

contributing to the control of malicious internet sites, supply chains, and financial transfers. In 

the face of powerful and well-organized transnational criminal networks, generating illicit 

profits amounting to 150 billion dollars annually, Governments, international organizations 

and civil society must work effectively together in concrete ways. 
 

18. The Sovereign Order of Malta has for several years spoken out through its highest 

officials (Grand Master, Grand Chancellor, Grand Hospitaller) against contemporary slavery. 

It looks forward to continue its collaboration with the Special Rapporteur and with all 

stakeholders, in action and in law. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.coatnet.org/about-us/
https://christusliberat.org/journal/2020/03/09/france-documents-episcopat-no-7-2019-exploitation-et-traite-des-etres-humains-comprendre-pour-agir/
https://www.talithakum.info/en/about-us/network
https://www.secours-catholique.org/sites/scinternet/files/publications/brochure_recherche-action_fr.pdf
https://www.coatnet.org/about-us/
https://christusliberat.org/journal/2020/03/25/legislationline-online-human-trafficking-legislation-by-country/
https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/en/about/
https://christusliberat.org/journal/2020/07/20/30-countries-action-plan-against-human-trafficking-and-main-legislation-by-country/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/justice/criminal-justice/victims-of-crime/human-trafficking/human-trafficking-training/resources/web-resources/public-awareness-campaigns
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/wastefulness-of-human-trafficking-awareness-campaigns/
https://eprints.qut.edu.au/93611/1/Human%20trafficking%20heroes%20and%20villains%20-%20eobrien%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://christusliberat.org/journal/2019/10/08/comment-mieux-lutter-ensemble-contre-la-traite-des-femmes-dafrique-de-louest-a-des-fins-dexploitation-sexuelle%E2%80%89%E2%80%89-ordre-malte-france-paris-colloque-du/
https://christusliberat.org/journal/category/best-practices/training/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/publication/wcms_686734.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4a79436c2.pdf
https://www.icmpd.org/fileadmin/ICMPD-Website/ICMPD_General/Publications/2015/Human_Trafficking_-_How_to_investigate_it.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/e4j/tip-som/Module_10_-_E4J_TIP_-Final_FR_final.pdf
https://www.walkfree.org/projects/global-freedom-network/
https://www.vie-publique.fr/catalogue/263162-la-lutte-contre-la-traite-des-etres-humains
https://www.state.gov/senior-policy-operating-group-public-awareness-and-outreach-committee-guide-for-public-awareness-materials-non-binding/
https://www.stopthetraffik.org/what-we-do/awareness-campaigns/
https://www.stopthetraffik.org/what-we-do/awareness-campaigns/
https://bim.lbg.ac.at/sites/files/bim/HANDBOOK_AGIS_EN.pdf
http://www.htcourts.org/training-materials.htm
https://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/Cornell-Law-School-Team-Helps-Train-Liberian-Judges-and-Lawyers.cfm
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/human-trafficking/netherlands.php
https://christusliberat.org/journal/2021/03/04/16-million-young-children-sexually-abused-in-europe-the-meter-association-provides-a-constant-monitoring-of-the-means-of-communication-internet-tv-telephony-etc-to-ensure-their-correct-use-a/
https://slavefreetrade.org/
https://www.fastinitiative.org/
https://www.unodc.org/documents/e4j/tip-som/Module_14_-_E4J_TiP-SoM-FR_final.pdf

