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Ref. No. 413/ IS 193~

Geneva, 15 March 2021

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office and
Other International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of
slavery, including its causes and consequences, and would like to refer to the letter received
on the 29 January 2021 regarding the request of information for the preparation of the
thematic report focusing on “ Nexus between Displacement and Contemporary Forms of
Slavery”. In that regard, the Permanente Mission has the honor to attach herewith the
contribution of the Government of Saudi Arabia on the aforementioned letter.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special Rapporteur on
contemporary forms of slavery, the assurance of its highest consideration.

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights(OHCHR)
Special Procedures Branch
Email: srslavery@ohchr.o
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The highlights measures taken by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prohibit
slavery and its efforts towards refugees:

1. The Kingdom's laws prohibit all forms of slavery or slavery-like practices, and
consider them as forms of trafficking in persons, according to the Anti-Trafficking
in Persons Law, issued by Royal Decree No. M/40, dated 21/7/1430H,
corresponding to 14/7/2009. Article (2) of this Law stipulates: “It shall be prohibited
to commit any act of trafficking in persons, including coercion, threat, fraud, deceit
or abduction of a person, abuse of position or power or any authority thereon, taking
advantage of the person's vulnerability, giving or receiving payments or benefits to
achieve the consent of a person having control over another person for sexual assault,
forced labor or services, mendicancy, slavery or slavery-like practices, servitude or
the removal or organs or for conducting medical experiments thereon”.

2. The Kingdom has played a major role in alleviating the refugee problem that
afflicts many world regions. Its efforts have not been confined to receiving and
hosting refugees within its territories, but have extended to include providing care
for millions of refugees around the world, in coordination and cooperation with the
governments of their host countries and humanitarian relief organizations. The total
cost of aid provided to refugees outside the Kingdom amounted to more than
(900) million US dollars, in addition to the humanitarian aid provided to the abroad
displaced persons, with a cost amounting to approximately (2) billion US dollars.

3. In dealing with refugees, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia invokes the principles and
teachings of Islam that call for love, peace and brotherhood. It always shows its
keenness to provide relief for the distressed and help for the needy. The Kingdom
treats the Yemeni, Syrian, and Myanmar community who refuge to the Kingdom in
the same way it deals with other expatriates, and has provided aid to them in various
fields, such as passports, health, and education sectors. The total amount of such aid
during the period 2011-2019 has exceeded (13) billion US dollars, from which three
nationalities benefited: Syrians, Yemenis, and Burmese. The Kingdom has also
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made sure to distribute these refugees over the different regions of the Kingdom in
order to preserve their right to movement and mobility, as is the case with the rest of
residents on its lands.

4. The Kingdom is among the first countries to respond to the humanitarian crisis in
Yemen since its outbreak in 2015. It has provided large financial amounts in
humanitarian and development aid to Yemen in all sectors and for all Yemeni
governorates to contribute to alleviating the suffering of the Yemeni people. A total
amount of more than (8) billion US dollars has been allocated to the implementation
of (789) projects over several years. In addition, the Kingdom has recently
announced, during the Virtual Donors' Conference for Yemen 2020, organized by
the Kingdom in partnership with the United Nations, its commitment to provide an
amount of (500) million US dollars as a contribution to support the Humanitarian
Response Plan for Yemen 2020. Furthermore, the Kingdom hosts Yemeni citizens
in its cities, and the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques earlier issued a directive
to take the necessary measures to address the situation of illegal Yemeni residents
in the Kingdom by granting them visitor visas for a period of six months, which can
be extended upon obtaining travel documents from the legitimate government of
their country, and allowing them to have jobs according to the controls applied by
the competent agencies. Several other required measures have been taken to help
these residents, such as providing them with free medical treatment with a total cost
of more than (2) billion US dollars until 2019. They were also given the opportunity
to obtain public education with a total cost of more than (800) million US dollars
until 2019, as well as the opportunity to have jobs. The cost of the services rendered
in relation to expatriate affairs amounted to more than (5) billion US dollars.

5. Since the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011, the Kingdom has received
hundreds of thousands of Syrians, and has been keen to deal with them as visitors.
They have been integrated into the society in order to preserve their dignity and
safety and give them complete freedom of movement. Moreover, several measures
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have been taken to enable them to have a stable life in the Kingdom. For example,
Syrians who wanted to stay in the Kingdom were granted legal residence permits, as
is the case with other residents. This would provide them with the right to a free
health care at a total cost of more than (2) billion US dollars, and engagement in the
labor market and in education. The relevant costs in the education sector have been
estimated at more than one billion US dollars. Other expatriate services were
provided to those refugees at a cost of more than one billion US dollars. In addition,
the Kingdom provided support and care for millions of Syrian refugees in other
neighboring countries to their homeland, namely in Jordan, Lebanon and other
countries, in coordination with the governments of the host countries and with
international humanitarian relief organizations, whether through financial or moral
support.

6. The Burmese community from Myanmar are among the most persecuted ethnic
minorities in the world. Its members have been suffering from displacement and
persecution since 1950. In response to the humanitarian call, the Kingdom took the
initiative to host refugees from the country of Myanmar since 1957. Refugees have
continued since then to come to the Kingdom until their numbers reached more than
a quarter of a million people, thus constituting more than 1.2% of the total Saudi
population. Their situation was addressed by granting them legal residence permits
free of charge and enabling them to obtain all social, health and educational services.
They were also provided with job opportunities, and the Ministry of Labor granted
institutions and companies the necessary incentives to encourage them to employ
these Burmese residents. The aid provided to these refugees amounted to more than
(60) million US dollars during the period from 2011-2019. In 2015, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) praised the Saudi
experience in this regard, confirming that it is a pioneering experience that other
countries can benefit from and recommending its circulation worldwide.




