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	The use of pesticides (Plant Protection Products, (PPPs)) in Ireland is governed by the following regulations:

EU Regulation

REGULATION (EC) No 1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market.

DIRECTIVE 2009/128/EC establishing a framework for Community action to achieve the sustainable use of pesticides  

REGULATION (EC) No 1185/2009 concerning statistics on pesticides

DIRECTIVE 2009/127/EC with regard to machinery for pesticide application

The above legal instruments are given legal effect via statutory instruments.  
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	It is true to say that the use of pesticides has in some instances had negative consequences on human and /or environmental health.  However, it should be noted that the use of pesticides has contributed significantly to a dramatic increase in crop productivity and therefore it can be argued that this additional productivity has either fed more people or has had the effect of requiring less agricultural land.
The implementation of the current EU pesticide regulations and indeed the former regulations/directives, has led to the development of extremely complex and conservative risk assessment methodologies.  These methodologies along with advances in mathematical modelling have resulted in an increased level of conservatism, resulting in the application of the precautionary principle when authorising PPPs.  In addition, the introduction of a hazard based assessment system has resulted in many of the chemical active substances which have successfully gone through the risk assessment process fail to gain or retain market access due to their intrinsic hazard properties.
The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) are represented on the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) Committee for Risk Assessment and the ECHA Persistent Bioaccumulative and Toxic substances (PBT) expert group to ensure appropriate classification of hazardous substances in a harmonised manner.

	3.
	[image: image3.emf]

	
	DIRECTIVE 2009/128/EC establishing a framework for Community action to achieve the sustainable use of pesticides, requires that each Member State (MS) prepare a National Action Plan to achieve a sustainable use of pesticides.  This coupled with REGULATION (EC) No 1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market allows MSs to mitigate risks where it is appropriate to do so.  Exposure assessment is targeted at different groups including PPP users, residents, workers and bystanders as well as consumers etc.
Ireland’s National Action Plan for the sustainable use of pesticides was published in 2013 and is available here.
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	Data on pesticide usage is collected annually as is data on pesticide import and export.  In addition, the Poisons Information Centre coordinates data collection in relation to poisoning incidents involving all chemical types.
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	The DAFM website hosts an entire segment devoted entirely to pesticides.  This website has recently been revised to increase its transparency and ease at which users can find information.  See -  http://www.pcs.agriculture.gov.ie/ 

All PPPs authorised for use in Ireland have their labels published on this website.  Each label contains the risk and safety information as well as depicting the hazard properties of the product concerned.  Additionally, the pesticide monitoring and controls programme publishes its findings on this web space, as well as general information etc.
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	The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has developed  the following guidance documents:
1. Good Plant protection Practice
2. Guidance Notes on Integrated Pest management

3. 10 easy steps towards responsible pesticide use in public and amenity and garden areas

4. National Action Plan for the sustainable use of pesticides

5. Compulsory training programmes for users, distributors and advisors

6. Compulsory PPP application equipment testing programme

7. 7 STEPS: Good practice guide for empty pesticide containers
8. Publications on  Protecting Drinking Water from Pesticides (amateur and professional users)

9. DAFM co-sponsors with the Environmental Protection Agency an annual farm hazardous waste collection scheme
10. DAFM have introduced and funds a Knowledge Transfer scheme that promotes the use of Integrated Pest Management at farm level
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	We do not agree that significant gaps exist in international and national regulatory systems that allow the use in Ireland of pesticides that are unsafe.
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	See answer to 6 above.  
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	Not applicable.
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	DAFM consider crop nutrition and plant health to be very important pillars in efficient and environmentally sustainable crop production.  Within these two pillars crop protection is just one of the tools contributing to positive plant health.  DAFM have made it a legal requirement for farmers and crop producers to farm to the general principles of integrated pest management and have programmes in place to encourage the conversion of conventional farming systems to organic farming systems.  As there is an increasing world demand for food which must be met using sustainable production systems it is important to further improve the way in which we apply inputs, such as PPPs and artificial fertilisers, and to develop further ecologically focused farming systems.


